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Se AY the Giver of Gifts give 


. AY unto you 
rapey « , 
BSS All that is good and all that 


is true, 


The Will to help and the Courage 
to do, 








A heart that can sing the whole 
day thru 


Whether the skies be gray or 


blue— 


May the Giver of Gifts give these 
to you, 


A Merry, Merry Christmas. 
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Absolute Fairness 

Mutual Understanding 

Experience 

Regard for Agency System REGARD FOR AGENCY 
| nterest in Agents’ Welfare —_ 

. omplete Efficiency 

Acquaintance with Agents My admiration for the American 
Never Failsto Fulfill Obligations | Cenvss. is 'or is sicadlasiness in the 


It is a good company for any agency. 
Company Friendship 
Earnest Helpfulness FRANK R. BELL 
Notable Sympathy PATTERSON, BELL & 
CRANE CO., 

"True Honesty in Business Conduct CHARLESTON, W. VA. 
Realizes Agents Problems 

A\|ways Dependable 


Loyalty 
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Watchman Client Architect 
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Insurance Man 


A hot bit of competition snowed out 


Tom Reilly plodded down Branchton’s main street damning 
the November snow—and thrice-damning yesterday's accident 
that had laid up his car. A limousine swept up to the curb. A 
door opened and the heavy, white moustached visage of Simon 
Beggsworth emerged. * ‘Going my way, Thomas? Better ride 
along.”’ 


Tom leaped in, and his hopes leaped with him. *“‘Maybe 
he'll give me his say-so about the insurance on the new plant- 
addition.’ No higher tribute could have been paid to Tom’s 
ability as an insurance man than the fact that for eight years 
he had written ev ery dollar’s worth of insurance on the Beggs- 
worth Mills. But to date, the formidable owner of the business 
had given him no satisfaction as to the policies on the new 
million dollar buildings. 


‘I want to stop at the plant and see if the contractors have a 
watchman on the job. It doesn’t pay to leave a half-finished 
building unguarded,’ was the only remark vouchsafed by the 
mill owner during the ride. 


Soon after they reached the sprawling skeleton of structural 
steel, they found the watchman—and another man. It was 
Hathaway, the architect of the building, who had come from 
Center City to look over the job when he wouldn't be bothered 
by a lot of workmen. His manifest abilities had made even 
Simon Beggsworth warm to him. The two discussed structural 
details for a few moments. Then the tone of Hathaway's voice 
changed. 


“Mr. Beggsworth,”’ he said, “‘I’ve wondered what you're 
going to do about the insurance on this building. There's a 
house in Center City that I’m sure can give you service such 
as no small town office can render.’’ The Beggsworth features 
froze into an expression colder than the weather. 


‘‘Hathaway,’ he snapped, “‘if a ‘small town’ office, as you 
call it, showed me I could cut my insurance expense on my ‘old 
buildings by 40%, and volunteered to put me in a position to 
get that saving, you would call that service—wouldn’t you?” 

“Oh yes, yes indeed,’ Hathaway hurriedly assented. 

“Well that’s the service I got from Mr. Reilly here,”’ de- 
clared Mr. Beggsworth, with a suspicion of a grim smile as 
Hathaway reddened. “‘Soon after I let him have a share of our 
business, he told me automatic sprinkler equipment would 
reduce my premium rate 40%. But I said I wouldn't invest the 
money they would cost in non-productive equipment. 

“Then he came back witha proposition that let me pay for 
the sprinklers in annual payments amounting to the annual 
reduction in premiums. He showed me an open letter Roger W. 
Babson wrote—analyzing and endorsing the whole idea. I 
signed up—right away. And I got a good sprinkler system. 
Grinnell Company handled, installed, and financed it. 

‘So, Hathaway, that is why Reilly is going to write the 
policies on the new building. I like to do business with a man 
who is smart enough to safeguard his position in the future by 
reducing his earnings for the present. 

* * * * 


Let an agent or broker make himself absolutely solid with 
his present clients and every dollar of additional insurance 
they buy is his, hands down. Advising the purchase of sprin- 
klers out of sav ings in premiums makes you solid—makes your 
lines competition-proof. Read how it has worked for other 
agents and brokers. Send for the free booklet, ‘“The Local 
Agent and Automatic Sprinklers,” and Roger W. Babson’s 
open letter. Send the coupon to Grinnell Company, Inc., 251 
West Exchange Street, Providence, R. I. 


GRINNELL 


AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM 
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WESTERN PROBLEM | 
IN EXCEPTED CITIES 


situation as to Commissions Is 
Becoming Worse in Some 


| 
| 
| 
Centers | 
QUTBREAK IN MILWAUKEE | 

| 


Companies Watching the Movement to | 
Regulate Class 2 Agents and 
Brokers in Chicago 


Undoubtedly the most important and 
yet perplexing problem confronting fire 
insurance companies in the west is the 
situation in the excepted cities. Condi- 
tions in Chicago have been growing 
steadily worse during the last year or 
s. Higher commissions are paid to 
Class 2 agents and brokers, resulting in 
more emoluments to Class 1. 

Outside of Chicago, Cincinnati is the 
most troublesome city. A number of 


agents there receive a high flat commis- 
son on all their business that makes a 
very juicy sort of contract. Pidding 
for business in Cincinnati has been very 
keen and local agents have been able to 
secure some very handsome commission 
arrangements. Cleveland now is third 
in the list so far as liberal contracts are 
concerned. 


Outbreak in Milwaukee 








The most surprising development has 
been in the letting down of the bars in 
Milwaukee. Milwaukee has been run- | 
ning along serenely, giving but little 
trouble to the companies, but it is now 
known that some of them have broken 
over the traces. and are paying excess 
commissions to their agents. The West- 
ern Union is seeking information from | 
companies in its organization endeavor- | 
ing to ferret out just what is being paid. 
Many of these commission payments, 
however, are in the way of side deals 
which do not appear in the regular way 
in the books. 


St. 


Louis Makes Appeal 


_ St. Louis, under its agreement made a 
lew years ago, has been going along 
fairly well, although the agents undoubt- 
edly 


1 : P | 
are chafing, as they claim the | 
promise was made to them that other | 


excepted cities would be brought into | 
line within a year from the time its | 
agreement was made. Now the St. Louis 
agents say that tornado losses should be 
excluded from the contingent commis- 
sion contract. They ask this on accourt 
of the fact that the promise made to | 
them on part of the companies to get 
the other excepted cities in line has not 
been kept. 

So far Louisville has not caused the | 
companies any trouble. 


Chicago Has Center of Stage 


Chicago has been the center of the 
Stage for some time, but no tangible re- 
sults have been gotten. Now the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Chicago Board | 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 35) | 








| and George Graham of Kalamazoo. 
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CONFERENCE COMMITTEE | 
FOR MID-WEST SOUGHT | 


PLAN OF MICHIGAN AGENTS 
Would Have Associations of All States 


in Western Union Territory 
Represented 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 21.—Pro- 
posal that a general conference commit- 
tee be formed to represent the organ- | 
ized agents of all states in Western 
Union territory was probably the prin- 
cipal development to come out of a meet- 
ing here last week of the conference and 
governing committees of the Michigan 
Association of Insurance Agents. 

After a discussion of this suggestion, 
G. C. Chaddock of Muskegon, chairman 
of the Michigan conference committee, 
was instructed to obtain the views of 
officers of other state associations with 
reference to the plan. Consolidation of 
interests through such a representative 
committee would result in great benefit 
to all agents in this territory affiliated 
with the National association, it was 
agreed. It would also result, it is be- 
lieved, in the sifting of the ideas of the 
various state organizations so that a 
simplified and definite program could be 
presented by the general committee 
whenever rule changes or other requests 
were to be submitted. 


Plan for Regional Meetings 


A number of projects to be entered 
into by the state association in cooper- 
ation with the national organization were 
also decided upon at the meeting. A 
membership campaign in line with the 
five-year development plan of the Na- 
tional association will be conducted, it 
was decided, probably just previous to 
the annual series of regional meetings 
at which reports could be made of the | 
success of the drive. The regional ses- 
sions, which will be made of greater in- 


terest than ever before, if early plans 
materialize, will probably be held in | 
May. Each district is in charge of a 


member of the two executive committees | 
of the state association for organization 
purposes and it is hoped to “put over” 
the regional gatherings more success- 
fully than in the past, although all pre- 
vious meetings of the sort have been 
markedly successful. 


Name Compensation Committee 


President Fred L. Winter of Muske- | 
gon, who called the Lansing meeting, 
appointed a special workmen’s compen- 
sation committee and announced that he 
would also select an automobile commit- 
tee soon. Phil Braun of Flint, a former 
president of the state association, who 
has much compensation experience, 
heads the committee on that subject and 
will serve with Zelin Goodell of the 
Dyer-Jenison-Barry Agency of Lansing, 
The 
will go into the matter of 
rates in considerable detail, it is ex- 
pected. A considerable share of the 
Michigan compensation business is now 
written by mutuals and the business has 
had a controversial history marked by 
charges of rate-cutting, rebating, and 
other dubious practices. Few companies, 


committee 


it is claimed, have had profitable expe- 


rience and changes in the compensation 
law at the last session of the Michigan 


| Clay Fire of Lexington, 


| office will 


UNDERWRITING OFFICE 
WILL BE IN CHICAGO | 


|_NEW PLAN OF HENRY CLAY 


Hartford Fire’s Western Department | 
Will Hereafter Have Direct Charge 
of the Work 


Announcement 
derwriting 


is made that the un- 
department of the Henry 
Ky., will, after 
Jan. 1, be conducted from the western 
department of the Hartford Fire in the 
Wrigley Annex at Chicago. The home 
be continued at the old ad- 
dress in Lexington and the president 
and the other officers will continue to | 
function from there. They will look | 
after the financial affairs. This step is 
taken on account of the effort to reduce 
operating expenses and give a greater 
service to agents. The Hartford Fire 
has not decided as yet as to the office 
staff that will handle the underwriting 
in Chicago. The organization to do 
this work is now being gotten in shape. 
The Henry Clay has a centinuing rein- | 
surance or working agreement with the 
Hartford Fire whereby its entire busi- 
ness is reinsured in the latter company 
Its underwriting manager the home 
office is W. H. Strossman. 


at 


Operates Only in Union Territory 


It so happens that the Henry Clay 
Fire is operating only in Western Union 
territory outside of Colorado, 
Mexico and Wyoming, it being super- 
vised in that field by H. T. Lamey, who 
now will be under the jurisdiction of the 
Hartford Fire western department. The 
Henry Clay has $450,000 capital and the 
last annual statement had $295,000 sur- 
plus. The Treaty Underwriters of 
Henry Clay Fire operates in Kentucky, 
Colorado and Tennessee. 


legislature put an entirely new face on 


| bers 


New | 


the | 


the situation which it is claimed has not | 


been adjusted altogether 

The automobile committee to be 
chosen will cooperate with the automo- 
bile committee of the National associa- 
tion. 


Insurance Stocks Analyzed 

Stock brokers in New York City are 
featuring various fire insurance stocks. 
Clokey & Miller, for example, have got- 
ten out an analysis of the National Lib- 
erty group, including the People’s Na- 
tional of Baltimore in addition to the 
National Liberty. The firm states that 


ent managements will continue to make 
substantial progress. 

J. K. Rice, Jr., & Co. feature the 
Home of New York group, which takes 
in Home of New York, Carolina, Frank- 
lin Fire, Homestead Fire, City of New 
York, Harmonia Fire and New Bruns- 
wick Fire. The firm says that the spec- 
ulator will not be interested although 
profits on short terms have frequently 
been made. The firm advises stock in 
these companies for the investor who 
will fore go present yield for future profit. 
Rice & Co. say that they believe that the 
stocks of the Home group will show 


| steadily increasing values over a period 
| of years. 


satisfactorily | 
| by subsequent new rate schedules. 


| it believes that the group under the pres- | 
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|NEW COMMISSION PLAN | 
FOR CHICAGO BOARD 


| Comprehensive Program Results 


From Conferences of Union, 
Bureau and Board 


TO BE VOTED ON JAN. 12 





Brokers Are Separated into Two Classes 
and Full Timer with Office Given 
5 Percent More 


"An outline of a program for the reg- 
ulation of commissions and brokerage 
to Class 2, 3, 4 and 5 members of the 
Board and 
change bu 
Class 1 has 


Chicago brokerage on ex- 
between members 
been sent to Class 
board 


siness of 
1 mem- 
of the Manager Ernest 
Mr. Palmer suggests that Class 
1 members give the new program care- 
ful thought and 


by 
Palmer. 


in advance of 
from the board office of definite 
amendments to the constitution and by- 
laws in their final form. The executive 
committee has directed that these pro- 


study 
receipt 


posals be drafted in proper form and 
submitted to members for vote, either 
at the annual meeting on Jan. 12 or as 
soon thereafter as possible. 
Result of Conferences 

This new plan is the result of the 
numerous meetings that have recently 
been held by the members of the board 
and representatives of the Western 
Union and the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau These special committees have 


studied every phase of the Chicago sit- 
uation and have given their best thought 
to the drafting of the plan that is now 
made public It 


is believed that this 
new program will be adopted in vir 
tually the form that it has been drawn 
up at the annual meeting on Jan. 12. 
It is significant that the proposal does 
not include a regulation of Class 1 com- 
missions. It has steadfastly been the 
contention of Mr. Maho that the board 
is at present without the authority to 
regulate the commissions paid to Class 
1 agents and hence the new program 
makes no effort to provide for them. 
Commissions to Class 2 agents are fixed 


at 15, 20 and 25, and it is stipulated that 
the supervisi 1 2} ines hal 
he supervision of Class 2 business shail 
be restricted to two members of Class 
1 for any one company, including its 
underwriters 

Two Classes of Brokers 


3roker divided 
classes an # designated as 
The class 3-A 
person 
ness of 
ualty 


are oa two sub- 
3-A and 3-B 
broker is defined as: “A 
exclusively engaged in the busi- 
insurance, including fire, cas- 
and life insurance, and having any 
office anywhere in Cook county.” The 
class 3-B broker described as: “A 
person engaged in the business of insur- 
ance and real estate, but excluding bank- 
ing and having no office within district 
A.” It is provided that members of class 
3-A can sign a special agreement with 
| regard to observance of brokerage rules 
| and may pay and receive an additional 


is 
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brokerage of 5 percent in districts B and 
C, but not in district A. A new class of 
brokers is thus created, and the special- 
izing full time broker with an office and 
recognized as a full fledged insurance 
man is to be given 5 percent more com- 
mission than the side line broker, who 
does not have insurance as his prin- 
cipal busine§&s. et 
The new program in its 
subjoined. 
Territorial Divisions and Designations 


entirety is 


Territories hereafter referred to as dis- 
trict A, district B and district C are de- 
fined as follows: 

District A: This is the congested dis- 
trict bounded on the north by Chicago 
avenue, on the west by Halsted street, 
on the south by Roosevelt road and on 
the east by Lake Michigan. 

District B: This is the old city of 
Chicago and embraces all of the princ- 
cipal city district exclusive of district A 
above defined. It is bounded as follows: 
Beginning at the interection of Fullerton 
avenue with the Chicago river, thence 
east to Lake Michigan, thence southerly 
to Oakwood avenue, thence west to Ellis 
avenue, thence north to 39th _ street, 
thence west to Halsted street, thence 
south to 47th street, thence west to 
Loomis street, thence north to 45th, 
thence west to Ashland avenue, thence 
north to 39th street, thence west to West- 
ern avenue, thence north to Illinois and 
Michigan canal, thence westerly to West 
40th avenue, thence north to West North 
avenue, thence east to North Western 
avenue, thence north tu Belmont avenue, 
thence southerly along the north branch 
of the Chicago river to Fullerton avenue, 
at the place of beginning. 

District C: This includes all of the ter- 
ritory known as the suburban city and 
county districts and embraces all of the 
territory outside of districts A and B. 
District C is the territory commonly 
known as the Class 2 district. 


Cook County Commissions and Brokerage 
Rules 


Class 1—(Principal city district agents 
and managers.) 

Members of Class 1 on interchange of 
business with each other may pay and 
receive brokerage thereon not exceeding 
the following: 

In district A, all classes of business, 
10 percent, except that 15 percent may 
be allowed on fireproof apartment, office 
and mercantile buildings, but not con- 
tents thereof and 15 percent on buildings 
and contents of sprinklered risks. 

In districts B and C, all classes of busi- 
ness: Ordinary, 15 percent; intermediate, 
20 percent; preferred, 25 percent. 

Class 2—(Outer city and suburban 
agents.) 

Members of Class 2 on business written 
or placed with members having jurisdic- 
tion over the territory in which the risk 
is located may receive commission or 
brokerage thereon not exceeding the fol- 
lowing: 

In district A, on buildings, leaseholds, 
rents, furniture and fixtures, and house- 
hold furniture only, brokerage 10 per- 
cent, except that 15 percent may be paid 
on fireproof apartment, office and mer- 
cantile buildings; sprinklered buildings 
and on furniture and fixtures and house- 
hold furniture in sprinklered risks. 

In district B, on buildings, leaseholds, 
rents, furniture and fixtures and house- 
hold furniture only brokerage as follows: 
Ordinary, 10 percent; intermediate, 15 
percent; preferred, 20 percent. 

In district C, all classes of business, 
commission or brokerage as follows: Or- 
dinary, 15 percent; intermediate, 20 per- 
cent; preferred 25 percent. 

Supervision of Class 2 business shall 
be restricted to two members of Class 1 
for any one company including its un- 
derwriters. 

Qualifications of Class 2 shall remain 
essentially as at present. 

Class 3—(Brokers.) 

This class is to be divided into two 
sub-classes and for the purpose of con- 
venience are here designated as 3-A 
brokers and 3-B brokers. These two 
classes of brokers are defined as follows: 

Class 3-A broker: A person exclu- 
sively engaged in the business of insur- 
ance, including fire, casualty and life 
insurance, and having an office anywhere 
in Cook county. 

Class 3-B broker: A person engaged 
in the business of insurance and real 
estate, but excluding banking and hav- 
ing no office within district A. 


Brokerage for Members of Classes 3-A 
and 3-B 

Members of Class 3-A on business 

placed with members may be paid brok- 


ROCHESTER DEPARTMENT 
WILL NOW INCORPORATE 


LAST OF BIG UNDERWRITERS 


New Company Will Have $1,000,000 
Capital and $1,000,000 Surplus— 
Take Over Agency Plant 


The Rochester Department of the 
Great American, one of the few remain- 
ing big “underwriters agencies” will be 
incorporated under the name of the Ro- 
chester American with $1,000,000 capi- 
tal, $1,000,000 surplus and $500,000 con- 
tributed reserve. When the Philadel- 
phia Underwriters incorporated as the 
Philadelphia Fire & Marine and the New 
York Underwriters incorporated it left 
the Rochester Department as the one re- 
maining “underwriters” of great pro- 
portions that kept on under the old 
regime. The new Rochester American 
will take over the operation of the busi- 
ness of the Rochester Department, 
which was established in 1911, when-the 
Rochester German was acquired by the 
Great American. When the Rochester 
American is incorporated the Great 
American proposes to allow agents to 
become stockholders on very reasonable 
terms. 


Has Formidable Fleet 


The Rochester Department is a popu- 
lar adjunct of the Great American and 
has always been liked by agents. In the 
west Raymond Waldron is manager at 
Chicago with Charles R. Street as vice- 
president. This will give the Great 
American a formidable fleet, including 
the Great American ‘Indemnity, Ro- 
chester American, American Alliance, 
North Carolina Home, Massachusetts 
Fire & Marine, Mount Royal Assurance 
of Montreal and the American Na- 





tional Fire of Columbus. 


SMALL LOSSES CAUSE 
MUCH AGGRAVATION 


MANY CLAIMS IN FARM LIST 


Attempt May Be Made to Grant Rate 
Concession Where Deductible 
Clause Is Used 


Farm underwriters who have made a 
study of their statistics during the last 
few years with a view to deducing from 
them certain lessons in underwriting are 
astounded at the increasing number of 
small claims made every year. Agencies 
that would otherwise prove profitable 
are found to be on the losing side be- 
cause of the insignificant tornado claims 
that have to be paid. A string of claims 
taking a half-dozen foolscap sheets of 
paper to list would probably show only 
a dozen that reached above $400. It is 
the claims ranging from $2 to $50 that 
are calling for much expense and time in 
adjustment and in a way are cutting the 
profit out of farm tornado insurance. 


Big Problem in Small Claims 


The time may come when assured will 
have to bear a certain percentage of 
initial loss or pay a higher premium. 
Some of the farm underwriters have 
reached the conclusion that something 
should be done regarding small claims. 
It is true that there is a selling value in 
the payment of these claims. If farmers 
were unable to collect only on the larger 
claims, tornado insurance might not be 
so popular. However, a line might be 
drawn whereby claims below a certain 
amount would not be paid and the as- 
sured thereby would be entitled to a 
lower rate. If he preferred to continue 
the old arrangement a higher rate might 
be charged. 











CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 











New commission program for Chicago 
proposed. Page 3 
*x* *k x 
Michigan agents propose general con- 
ference committee representing all 

states in Western Union territory. 
Page 3 
*x* * * 

Companies are watching carefully the 
trend of events in the excepted cities in 
Western Union territory. Page 3 

*x* * x* 

Underwriting department of the Henry 
Clay Fire of Lexington, Ky., after Jan. 1, 
will be conducted from the Hartford 
Fire’s western office in Chicago. Page3 

* * & 

Move may be made to take some ac- 
tion concerning small losses under farm 
tornado policy. Page 4 

*x* * * 


Great American to increase its capital 
from $12,500,000 to $15,000,000. Page 5 
*x* * x 
Hanover Fire votes to 
capital to $2,500,000. 
* * 


increase its 
Page 5 


The Springfield Fire & Marine will in- 
crease its capital to $4,500,000. Page5S 
* * * 

The Rochester Department of the 
Great American will be incorporated at 
$1,000,000 capital to be known as the 
Rochester American. Page 4 
x * * 

New attempt to mulct fire companies 
in Chieago calls for premium analysis 
for each agent and each year back to 
1870. Page 6 
* * x 


A conference between the supervisory 
committee of the West Virginia Uni- 
formity Association and the delegation 
from the West Virginia Association ac- 
complished very little. The agents sub- 
mitted a statement to support their con- 
tention, Page 5 

*x* * x 


Vice-President William D. Reed of the 
Northwestern National issues statement 
in defense of company’s action in con- 
nection with Bank of Italy agencies on 
Pacific Coast. Page 10 

* * * 

Commissioner Monk wants Massachu- 

setts law 





(CONTINUED ON PAGE 47) 


of new forms of insurance. 


Machinery started for launching the 
Interstate Underwriters Board to act as 
the parent organization having jurisdic- 
tion over inland marine cover. Page 4 

* * * 


Average loss ratio in the New York 
Fire Insurance Exchange district will be 
about 55 percent this year. Page 14 

* * x* 


American Equitable and Knickerbocker 

both arrange for increase in capital. 
Page 16 
* *K * 

All restrictions as to agency appoint- 
ments in Washington state have been 
thrown off by the Pacific Board. Page 14 

*x* * x* 

Illinois Supreme Court denies a peti- 
tion filed by the Hanover in a test case 
for rehearing in the Illinois tax case. 

Page 12 
* * x 

Controversy between fire companies 
and Louisiana Insurance Commission is 
adjusted. 

Page 35 
*x* * * 

Increase in automobile liability insur- 
ance rates will probably wipe out the 
deficit in that class. Page 37 

oe 2 


Casualty companies reports generally 
expected to show progress for the year. 
Page 37 

* * x* 

Pennsylvania state fund increases com- 
pensation rates. Page 37 
* * x 


Complications in application of new 
acquisition cost rule for surety business 
in Wisconsin brought out at the meeting 
of the Milwaukee Surety Association. 

Page 39 
* * * 

President George Leenard McNeill of 
the Massachusetts Accident dies at his 
home in Boston. Page 37 

* * * 

William E. Snyder, superintendent of 
the surety department of the Columbia 
Casualty, goes with the Central West 
Casualty as fourth vice-president in 
charge of its surety department. 


*x* * * 
Members of the national agency and 


Page 38 





broadened to permit writing | 
Page 12 | 


New York City committee on fidelity and 
surety acquisition cost have been elected 
for the year. Page 38 


ORGANIZATION PLANNED 
FOR !NLAND MARINE 


TO HAVE NEW ASSOCIATION 


Interstate Underwriters Board Wij 
Handle This Branch of Insurance— 
Atkinson Mentioned for Manager 


NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Company 
members of the Eastern Underwriters 
Association writing inland marine coy. 
ers, will meet here today and decide 
upon the machinery for launching the 
Interstate Underwriters Board, which 
will function as a division of the parent 
organization. An experienced manager 
for the branch will likely be chosen and 
methods of handling the business de. 
termined upon. 

The writing of inland marine covers 
through the marine agencies of a num. 
ber of fire companies was such a Prolific 
source of complaint, that reformation 
in such connection was demanded, The 
matter was referred to a special com. 
mittee of the Eastern Underwriters’ As. 
sociation to deal with. After months of 
painstaking effort a plan was evolved 
which received the stamp of approval 
from the organization in October last. 
A series of policy forms has been pre. 
pared. Once the machinery for the new 
division be arranged, all business of this 
character written by organization offices 
will pass through its hands. 


May Have Branch Offices 


It is probable that branch offices will 
be established at Boston, Chicago, San 
Francisco and probably other important 
centers controlling inland marine risks, 
These branches are to work in close 
harmony with the jurisdictional rating 
bodies in checking rates and forms. If 
the new plan works out with anything 
like the degree of efficiency predicted 
for it, a long standing and decidedly 
irritating practice in the underwriting 
world will be at an end. 

Ulric S. Atkinson, formerly assistant 
United States manager of the Union 
of Canton, and prior thereto assistant 
southern manager of the Royal, is being 
prominently mentioned for the manage- 
ment of the board, those familiar with 
his record in the south being particularly 
strong in their advocacy of his selection. 
He is now residing in this city at least 
temporarily. 


Kansas Matrimony Active 


TOPEKA, Dec. 21—The Kansas 
Blue Goose held its weekly luncheon on 
Monday. The Christmas spirit was 
much in evidence as it was reported that 
L. G. Palmer of the Miller-Studebaker 
general agency would have been united 
in marriage to Miss Luretta Carrier be- 
fore the next meeting. 

The engagement of G. J. Courtney of 
the Commercial Union to Miss Margaret 
Connors of Topeka was announced, the 
wedding to take place in February. N. 
Dekker of the American Eagle also was 
congratulated on his engagement to Miss 
Dora Ramskill of the Kansas Inspection 
Bureau. 


Bad Fire at Sidney, O. 


SIDNEY, 0O., Dec. 21.—Fire caused 
damage estimated at $150,000 to the 
business section of the city. The fire 
razed the four-story Thedick building on 
the west side of the square, wrecked the 
Thompson building and ruined the in- 
terior of the Weingartner building, dam- 
aged the rear of the Max Haas building 
and burned to the ground the State 
garage located at the rear. 

With the burning of the buildings, 
equipment and stock of the Vertner 
Hardware Company, the Richmond 


Neville Cigar Factory, the J. L. Adler 
Clothing Store, the Sidney Clothing 


Store, the E. T. Custenborder Grain Com- 
pany, offices of Hess & Hess, H. T. Ruese, 
Justice C. R. Hess, Jr., C. E. Johnston 
and J. I. Dickensheets all were de- 
stroyed. 
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CONFERENCE FAILS TO 
BRING ANY AGREEMENT 


West Virginia Uniformity Asso- 
ciation and Agents Accomplish 
Very Little 


BOTH SIDES DETERMINED 


Agents Submit Detailed Statement to 
Support Their Contention that 
Proposed Contract Is Coercive 


NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Little gain 
to either company representatives or 
local agents resulted from the confer- 
ence between the supervisory committee 
of the West Virginia Uniformity Asso- 
ciation and a delegation from the West 
Virginia Association of Insurance 
Agents held in this city last Thursday. 
Each side, while granting minor conces- 
sions to the other, held firm to its main 
contention. The company men are de- 
termined to go ahead with the new 
agreement, which provides that agents 
representing affiliated companies only 
will continue to be paid the flat 20 per- 
cent commission, while those handling 
both classes of institutions will receive 
but 10 per cent. The local men are 
equally determined not to sign the new 
pledge. . 

The supervisory committee consented 
to make an exception of the Wheeling 
Fire among the non-affiliated. companies. 
That institution pursues a non-aggres- 
sive course, and as a home corporation 
derives a part of its business upon sen- 
ttmental grounds. The most aggressive 
outside company is the National Union 
of Pittsburgh, which last year wrote 
approximately $112,000 premiums in 
West Virginia, about one-half the 
amount being automobile business. 


Agents Submit Statement 


The local men as the duly authorized 
representatives of the state agents’ asso- 
ciation, the membership of which, they 
contend, writes fully 75 percent of the 
total fire business of West Virginia, sub- 
mitted a carefully prepared statement. 
The statement held that the new agree- 
ment offered by the companies was not 
justifiable on a number of counts, and 
particularly for the ones following: 

“1. Because the agreement is retro- 
active. 

“2. The non-conforming companies 
wrote less than 5 percent of the total 
fire premiums in the state for 1925 and 
1926 and a comparison of these figures 
show only a small growth and no dis- 
crimination in their favor by your 
agents. 

“3. Many of these non-conforming 
companies have been in business in 
West Virginia for many years and. have 
not been guilty of unethical conduct, 
have not been bidding for business as 
did some of the uniformity companies 
prior to 1925. One of these companies 
isa home company and has been in busi- 
ness for over 50 years and has consist- 
ently paid the same commissions. Their 
Premium income does not show any 
favoritism by the agents of the state 
who would naturally have pride in their 
home company. 


Correct by Individual Action 


_ 4. If there are any cases of discrim- 
ination in favor of non-uniformity com- 
panies by your agents, this could and 
should be corrected by individual action 
and not by coercive tactics aimed at 
your entire general agency forces. 

_ 5. Such a contract would deprive the 
imsuring public in certain communities 





CHICAGO OLD TIMERS AT LUNCHEON 








A unique and highly interesting lunch- 
eon took place last week at the Standard 
Club in Chicago, when the old time 


| don when Judge Eugene Cary was man- 
|ager. John S. Belden was a clerk. Mr. 
Kohtz started his career with Sam B. | 
local agents assembled for a reunion. A | Raymond of the Aetna Life. He changed 
committee had gone over the list of | from the Aetna Life to the Aetna Fire | 
those Class 1 agents who were in the |in 1868. 
business prior to 1900 in Chicago. Frank | These Peenent at the Ganchess 
Barbour acted as chairman. Frank F. | 
Holmes originated the idea of having 
the old timers’ luncheon. L. O. Kohtz 
was the oldest in point of service pres- 
ent, followed by Holger de Roode, 
Charles Nelson Bishop and George W. 
Blossom. They were called upon to 
speak, as were James I. Naghten, E. N. 
Wiley, Clarence S. Pellet, O. W. Ray 
and J. J. Van Every. Mr. Wiley re- 
called the time when he lived in Hart- 
ford when James G. Batterson founded 
the Travelers. The first policyholder 
was President Bolter of the Phoenix 
Bank, who bought an accident policy 
costing two cents covering him from | 
the time he left his office to go home | ™4", 
for lunch and return. 


Blossom an Old Timer 


| James I. Naghten, James Witkowsky, ! 
| August Torpe, Ben N. Anderson, Geo. 


Burdick, E. N. Wiley, J. C. Knight, | 
| Guy A, Richards, B. C. Miller, George | 
Herrmann, Nathan Klee, C. P. Whtney, | 

Secor Cunningham, B. F. Rogers, J. M. | 
| Newberger, Charles Nelson Bishop, | 

Fred W. Moore, James I. Loeb, Clarence | 
'S. Pellet, Holger de Roode, Willis S. | 


ugo Dalmar, G. Buswell, E. 
Wetmore, W. C. Coe, R. G. Schuene- | 


R. G. Faulkner, Fred R. Young, | 


Buresh, N. J. Bennett, R. A. Napier, 
Fred N. Coffin, R. H. Hunter, C. 
Mr. Blossom started in the local busi- | Rogers, F. F. Holmes, Leo A. 

ness in Chicago in January, 1877, re- | L. O. Kohtz, Jacob M. 


E. Spangenberg, P. F. Cameron 


every agency did most of the work. The , ’ 
“Insurance Field,” 


expense ratio was kept down to 2 or 3; T. R. Weddell, 


became alarmed. It is interesting in | DERWRITER. 
this connection to know that Jacob M. 
Loeb started as an office boy with Fred | room the old timers were the guests 
S. James & Co. Mr. Blossom started | of Jacob M. Loeb in his suite of rooms 
his career as an office boy in the west- 
ern department of the Imperial of Lon- 


Prior to assembling in the dining 


at the club. Mr. Loeb is always a very | 
generous host. 








tion, and the agents of the opportunity | asked their representatives in West Vir- 
to write insurance in non-uniformity | ginia to line up for the new pledge, | 
companies in these communities where | though whether they will later do so or 
your companies refused to cover the! not is unknown. 
same. 
“6. When your constitution does not 
provide for permanent membership in D3 - 
your association, why should your | tatatives of the West Virginia Associa- 
agents be required to permanently bind | tion of Insurance Agents with the super- 
themselves to representation of none but | visory committee of the West Virginia 
member companies? Unifority Association in New York City 
last Thursday, a meeting of the officers 
and executive committee of the agents 
organization was held at Parkersburg, 
Dec. 19, when the whole situation was 


Executive Committee Meeting 


Ask for Reciprocity 


iin~ 


7. We feel it is inconsistent for your 
association to require the agents to rep- 
resent only uniformity companies unless | threshed over The outcome of the de- 
your association members are willing to | liberations were not made public, though 
appoint only agents who are members |a general statement 1s promised within 
or are eligible for membership in our | @ week's time. The supervisory com- 
state association. | mittee is holding firm to its insistence o! 

“8. Your contract contains many pro- 
visions that are ambiguous and subject 
to different interpretations and are mis- 
leading alike to agents and companies. 

“9. During the recent increase in 
rates and proposals of the last legisla- | 
ture to increase taxes and create a state 
rating bureau as well as in other ob-, 
jectionable legislation, your agents were | 
loyal and acted in your behalf. The pro- 
posed. contract is coercive and therefore 
unfair to an agency force that does not 
deserve such treatment. 


the year. It is not likely to make any 
concessions to the local men, aside from 
their announced willingness. 
an exception of the Wheeling Fire, this 
is in deference to the wishes of Captain 
White, of the West Virginia Insurance 
Department. 


Niagara Fire Is in Lineup 


The Niagara Fire, which was credited 
with having failed to send out the new 
argeement of its agents in the Pan- 
handle state, did mail the revised con- 
tracts .though but very recently, due to 
ee ’ : the earlier absence from town of the offi- 

“This committee, therefore, cer in immediate charge of the territory. 
that agents writing the majority of the | Companies generally report their agents 
business in West Virginia cannot and |as signing the new pledge very freely, 
will not sign the proposed contract in | one prominent office asserts that it had 
its present form.” acceptances from fully 40 percent of its 

The local men attending the confer- | representatives in the state. 
ence were: Frank R. Bell (chairman), 
Charleston; A. J. Kincaid, Montgomery; 
C. A. Staats, Huntington; A. B. White, 
Parkersburg, and R. A. Foose, Wheel- 
ing. In addition Capt. W. E. White, 
deputy in charge of insurance in West 
Virginia was on hand, as was also D. C. 
Howard, member of a prominent law 
firm of the state. 

Companies in the association report 
that they have received the signature of 
many of the West Virginia agents to the | vice-president, W. B. Cruttenden, 
new agreement, though conceding that | Springfield; C. R. Tuttle, western man- 
the signers are for the most part located | ager, and W. P. Robertson, assistant 
in the smaller centers of the state. It | western manager, North America, and 
further reported that at least two} W. H. Lininger of Harding & Lininger, 


Will Not Sign Contract 


believes 


Hail Insurance Conference 


d conterence 
officers of the Aetna, North America 
and Springfield was held in New York 
this week to discuss hail insurance. 
They operate in the west through a pool- 
ing arrangement 
President, R. B. Ives 
dent, Sheldon Catlin, North America; 


Aetna; vice-presi- 


is 





im our state of the privilege of protec- 





prominent affiliated offices have not yet! western managers of the Springfield. 


|| FOUR COMPANIES ARE 


TO INCREASE CAPITAL 


| Great American, Springfield, Con- 


necticut, and Hanover All Make 
Announcements 


There were present at the luncheon MORE FINANCIAL BALLAST 


| W. Blossom, Lyman M. Drake, Arch O.| ay) Have Been Successful in’ Their 


Operations and Are Preparing for 
Greater Scope 





Four of the prominent American com- 


| Herrick, George R. Bowman, S. S. Vas- | panies announced during the week an 
| tine, George Essig, Charles E. Rollins, | increase in capital, the Great American, 
+ Springfield, Hanover and Connecticut 
Fire. 
L. C. Rollo, Benjamin Auerbach, Charles | $15,000,000, Furthermore, they voted to 


Great American directors voted to 


decrease the par value of its shares from 


ap, | $100 to $10. 
Loeb, Frank subscribe for one new share for every 
calling the fact that the principals in | Barbour, O. W. Ray, J. J. Van Every, | five shares held, at $200 a share. 


Existing stockholders can 


This 


naturally will be a very liberal offer to 


- - r >? | the stockholders. 
percent. When it ran to 4 percent they |C. M. Cartwright, Tae Nationat UN-| eae has been selling in the neighbor- 


hood of $500 a share. 
| one of the outstanding successes in fire 
| insurance, having assets a year ago up- 
| wards of $53,000,000. 


| surplus of about 


Following the conference by represen- | 


The Great American 


The company is 


Its premium re- 
ceipts last year were $20,000,000. The 


| company has been remarkably success- 
| ful in every particular. 


The Great American will have net 
$22,000,000, when the 
new money is paid in, giving it policy- 
holders surplus of $37,000,000. During 
the administration of President Charles 
G. Smith, the Great American has made 
rapid strides. Its assets 10 years ago 
were $23,454,989 and when the new funds 
are paid in it will have $60,000,000. 
President Smith in announcing the ac- 


| tion of the directors states that the last 
, increase in capitl 
| The company’s business has been grow- 
| ing and the directors felt that the busi- 


took place in 1922. 


| ness now requires more financial bal- 


last. The company is reducing the par 
value of its stock, as have other compa- 


| nies, on the ground that it will give a 


} 
| 


wider distribution of shares. It is stated 
that the present dividend rate will be 


| continued on the new stock. 


the plan's enforcement on the first of | 


To make | 


J 


| issued to make the increase. 


{ ress. 


of the managers and | field 


| 


| 


There were present: | 





Action by the Springfield 


Action was taken last week by the 
Springfield Fire & Marine directors to 
increase its capital from $3,500,000 to 
$4,500,000, therefore adding $1,000,000 to 
that item. It was also recommended by 
the directors that the par value be re- 
duced from $100 to $25 by issuing four 
$25 shares for one $100 share. The 
stockholders will be given right to sub- 
scribe pro-rata on payment at the rate 
of $25 for each share. There will be 
40,000 additional $25 par value shares 
The pro- 
portion to which stockholders may sub- 
scribe is two additional $25 shares for 
each $75 owned. A special stockholders 
meeting is to be called Jan. 11, to vote 
on the proposition. The Springfield 
Fire & Marine is one of the progressive, 
efficiently managed companies of the 
countrv that has made splendid prog- 
It now owns the Sentinel and the 
Michigan Fire & Marine. The Spring- 
management has always been 
known for its trustworthiness and ad- 
herence to safe underwriting principles. 

Connecticut Fire’s Action 


The directors of the Connecticut Fire 
have declared a 100 percent stock divi- 
dend, increasing the capital from $1,000,- 
000 to $2,000,000. All the stock of the 
Connecticut Fire is owned by the 
Phoenix of Hartford. The Connecticut 
has been a most successful company, and 
being under the aegis of the Phoenix 
of Hartford has shared in the general 
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HE business man who carries fire 

insurance alone is only getting 50% 
of the protection he should have. Profits, 
rent, high salaries and many other items 
should be safeguarded against the time 
when fire might bring his whole business 
to a standstill. 

And an agent gets only 50% of the 
profits he should have when he sells fire 
policies and does not stress Use & Occu- 
paney Insurance. 

Agents of this company are one hundred 
per centers. They believe in complete 
protection. Use & Occupancy insurance is 
no mystery to them. They know every 
phase of it, have studied its every advan- 
tage. Whenever they sell or renew a fire 
policy they tell the complete, convincing 
story of Use & Occupancy. No alert busi- 
ness man neglects to take this important 
policy when it is properly explained to 
him. 

After all our agents’ unusual success 
with Use & Occupancy Insurance simply 
lies in knowing how to Tell Them in 
order to Sell Them. 


Executive Offices: 1 Pershing Square 
Park Ave. at 42nd St., New York, N. Y. 


Western Dept. Pacific Coast Dept. 
CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 





THE COMPANY WITH THE L. & L. & G. SERVICE 





























prosperity of that group. This will give 
the Connecticut greater going power. 
Hanover Fire’s Action 


The directors of the Hanover Fire at 
their meeting last week voted to recom- 
mend an increase in the capital of $500,- 
000. This will make the capital $2,500,- 
000. Acting on the general tendency of 
the day the Hanover is decreasing the 
par value of its stock from $50 to $10 a 
share in order to give a wider distribu- 
tion. Under this arrangement the stock- 
holders will have the right to subscribe 
at par for the additional stock at the 
ratio of one share for each four shares 
now held. The Hanover under the ad- 
ministration of President Charles W. 
Higley and his associates has made sub- 
stantial progress. This year it cele- 
brated its 75th anniversary. It increased 
its capital once this year $500,000, so 
with the present increase it will give the 
company greater momentum. The Han- 
over has had a most honorable record 
in every particular. It is careful in its 
underwriting and is a money maker. 


Many Companies Have Acted 


There have been a number of com- 
panies announcing capital increases dur- 
ing the last few weeks. The New 
Brunswick will increase from $300,000 to 
$1,000,000. The Rossia will go from 
$1,600,000 to $2,000,000. The Conti- 
nental is increasing from $10,000,000 to 
$15,000,000. The National Union Fire 
will go from $3,500,000 to $4,000,000. 
The National Liberty will increase its 
capital $2,000,000. The Hamilton Fire is 
advancing from $200,000 to $1,000,000. 
The Eagle Fire of Newark will go from 
$750,000 to $1,000,000. The Queen pro- 
poses an increase from $3,000,000 to 
$5,000,000. The Guardian Fire of New 
York will increase from $500,000 to 
$1,000,000. The General Exchange is ar- 
ranging an increase from $500,000 to 
$1,000,000. The Homestead Fire of Bal- 
timore will increase from $125,000 to 
$500,000. 


Some New Features in 


Hartford’s Advertising 


N its 1928 campaign, the Hartford Fire 

Co. will use a distinct series of adver- 
tisements in the insurance trade papers. 
Striking cartoons will be used, with ex- 
tremely brief copy, featuring the Hart- 
ford agent’s advantage as the representa- 
tive of a company which is constantly 
building up consumer _ recognition 
through its strong national advertising 
of the familar Hartford “Hellion.” 

In these trade press advertisements the 
cartoons will tell the whole essence of 
the story at a glance. The copy simply 
interprets the picture with almost brittle 
terseness. The motif of the series is 
simple and strong. There is no attempt 
to demonstrate the company’s relation- 
ship with agents. No offers to furnish 
sales helps, service or cooperation, al- 
though the Hartford does furnish its 
agents a complete and individual service. 


Hammers Home Single Thought 


The smoothly speeding automobile 
bowling along over a broad highway, 
leveled and paved by Hartford national 
advertising, needs no other comment 
than the single line of copy: “How 
much easier the going is when advertis- 
ing paves the way!” A single thought 
is hammered home with one compelling 
thrust in each advertisement. Of course 
such brevity and simplicity in copy calls 
for adroit art treatment as a support. 

It is a rather self evident fact that 
trade paper advertising has not received 
its rightful measure of professional at- 
tention, either in conception or produc- 
tion, but this new campaign of the Hart- 
ford will help raise the level. 


Yenter Hobbles About 


Still requiring the use of crutches, 
Commissioner Ray Yenter of Iowa is 
able to make occasional visits to his 
office. He suffered a broken leg while 
on a hunting expedition in South Da- 
kota some weeks ago. 
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FIREWORKS IN TAIL 
END OF TAX FIGHT 


Chicago “Expert” Still Harrassing 
Companies With Demands 
Under Famous Section 30 


TRICK BLANK ASKED Fop 


Would Rule Out Deductions by Cop. 
fining Reports to Individual 
Agents Back to 1870 


H. B. Seeley, tax “expert,” and the 
city of Chicago haled some 300 or 4H 
insurance companies before the Cook 
county board of review last Thursday 
for a strenuous hearing on the question 
ot forcing the companies to file new re 
ports of premium receipts for each agent 
in Chicago for each of the 57 years back 
to 1870. After two hours of fruitless 
wrangling the board declared it was not 
getting any light and ordered the city 
to pick out one company and show not 
only what the company had done in the 


past but what the tax “expert” wanted 
it to do. 


Tail End of $30,000,000 Case 


The new effort against the companies 
is the tail end of the famous $30,000,000 
back tax suits against the companies, 
The United States Supreme Court de. 
cided that this luscious plum was not 
for the city and its contingent fee ex. 
perts, but they evidently felt there might 
be some peelings that would prevent 
their seven years of effort being utterly 
dry and unprofitable. 

When the lawyers went back Friday 
afternoon to clarify the problem with 
the Aetna figures the sympathies of the 
board seemed to change. The figures 
showed that the Aetna had reported 
gross receipts of $869,222 and net re- 
ceipts of $515,537. Reasoning from the 
report of Illinois premiums filed with 
the Illinois department, the city made a 
guess that the gross receipts for Chicago 
should have been $1,066,113. The board 
was rather startled at the small differ- 
ence and curious about the accuracy of 
guessing on one city from the total for 
the state. The companies did not fail 
tc point out that the returns made were 
under oath while the guesses of the city 
experts were mere guesses. 


Have Paid on High Basis 


When the city admitted that taking 
all the companies together the companies 
had actually reported about 80 percent 
of what the guesses come to, the board 
members acted as if they were not in- 
clined to go further. It is well known 
that because of the bungling nature ol 
the Illinois tax laws, personal property 
is put on the tax rolls at a low percent- 
age of its value. When it appeared that 
the companies ever since 1870 had been 
paying on 80 percent even of what the 
city claimed, the board clearly indicated 
that it would not be much interested im 
mulcting them further. 


Await Pending Decisions 


Action was postponed, however, be 
cause of cases pending in the Illinois 
Supreme Court which will clarify some 
of the problems involved in the ques 
tion. 

The crucial case of Hanover vs. Cart, 
which went to the United States St 
preme Court and was won by the com- 
panies, resulted in side-tracking several 
other cases, one of which has been sleep- 
ing in the Illinois Supreme Court for 
three years. It is hoped that a decision 
will come out now on the subordinate 
cases, and with its evidently changed 
view of the justice of the city’s contel- 
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Through all the centuries 
since the Chinese made the 
first crude hand cut type,the 
basic principle of hand set 
type continued-slow, costly, 
laborious-until in 1884 


OTTMAR MERGENTHALER 


gave toa waiting world 


THE LINOTYPE 


with which type was set 

by machinery ina fraction 

of the time required by 

hand. 
Where others saw insurmountable 
obstacles, Mergenthaler saw untold 
possibilities. He believed he 
could win -and hedid win. 


The agent who uncovers rich 
opportunities where others accept 
apparent limitations will find in 
the individual. personal, help of 


THE WORLD FIRE & MARINE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


'the real meaning of 


“Get the Best in THE WORLD” 








tion the board of review was unwilling 
to add to the burdens of the companies 
until the pending decisions were handed 
down, It is hoped that one of them will 
come out this month and possibly some 
of the others. ‘ 

No taxes have been paid by the fire 
companies since 1922. The accumulated 
back taxes on the basis that prevailed 
before the litigation started now amount 
to about $12,000,000. E. H. Hicks, at- 
torney for the companies, plainly served 
notice that unless the city came down 
to common sense and law and quit har- 
rassing the companies on the vagaries 
of contingent fee experts, the companies 
would not pay a dollar of tax until the 
courts ordered them to do so. The 
significance of this is that the $12,000,000 
taxes are on illegal assessments and if 
the city forces the fight the companies 
cannot be compelled to pay any of it. 
However, Mr. Hicks and F. D. Silber 
strongly asserted that the companies are 
not outlaws and not tax dodgers and 
that they are ready and willing to pay 
any tax that the law requires. 

The amount of tax involved in the 
present Seeley move is comparatively 
small. The worst feature of the demand 
is the excessive labor involved in getting 
up reports in the form demanded. The 
companies in the past have as a rule 
made a report through the principal 
agent in Chicago. The new demand is 
to make a report for each and every 
agent. 

The strategy of this is that the minor 
agents do not handle certain expenses, 
and if the deductions are limited to the 
expenditures made by the agent making 
the report certain legal deductions would 
be eliminated that are legally deductible 
if the return is made as a whole. An- 
other object is to prevent the deduction 
of reinsurance as the secondary agents 
have seldom handled reinsurance. There 
seems to be no doubt that the companies 
have actually reported their net receipts, 
but the real question is whether a trick 
report cannot eliminate certain deduc- 
tions that are unknown to subordinate 
agents and thus gouge them for back 
taxes on the difference for 57 years. 

Want Form 16 Filled Out 

The demand of the tax ferrets is that 
the companies fill out the famous form 
No. 16 for every agent in the city of 
Chicago and for every year back to 1870. 
This form does not allow deductions for 
reinsurance. It requires detailed returns 
showing the premiums for nine different 
classes of business, such as fire, ocean 
marine, motor vehicle, aircraft, inland 
marine, tornado, hail, sprinkler leakage, 
riot and civil commotion, with a tenth 
item for any other class a fire company 
may write. The allowable deductions 
on the blank are limited to the headings 
of commissions, telegrams, postage, fire 
department tax, fire patrol assessment 
and section 30 tax. 

Although it has not come to the sur- 
face in recent hearings, there was a con- 
tention by H. B. Seeley when the litiga- 
tion started that the companies must pay 
taxes in Chicago on all business written 
in the city by agents in the city even 
though the property insured might be 
anywhere else in the world. This would 
hit the companies having farm policy 
writing departments in Chicago and it 
might affect some of the improved risk 
business and oil and railroad business 
handled by associations of companies. 
All such premiums were declared by 
Seeley to be within his net when the 
litigation started, but there was no hint 
of it in the hearings before the board of 
review except the insistence of the city 
that form 16 was necessary to permit 
the experts to determine whether the 
companies had filed correct returns or 
not. The daily reports, of course, have 
not been saved back to 1870 and even 
if the premium accounts of each agency 
could be produced it would be practi- 
cally impossible to separate Chicago 
from other business. This is also part 
of the strategy in demanding new re- 
turns. 

The companies are not at the end of 
their string even if the order goes 
against them on form No. 16 for back 
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taxes. There is serious doubt whether 
the famous section 30 is constitutional 
under any circumstances. The Uniteg 
States Supreme Court in the Hanover 
case said it was clearly unconstitutiona{ 
as interpreted by the Illinois Supreme 
Court’s decision under review. It said 
that it might possibly be constitutional] 
under the old construction but appar. 
ently was doubtful even of that. 

When the United States Supreme 
Court decision came down in the usual 
routine, the Illinois Supreme Court, in. 
stead of passing it on down to the trial] 
court, took the occasion to reverse itself 
and re-establish the old basis of taxa. 
tion. The companies asked for a re. 
hearing on this reversal. 

The rehearing will put the record in 
shape to go to the federal Supreme 
Court again on section 30 and this time 
on the straight out question whether it 
is constitutional in any view or not, 
Lawyers think there is a pretty good 
chance of knocking out section 30 al. 
together if desired. The companies are 
not dissatisfied with section 30 as con- 
strued on a reasonable basis, but if they 
are to be harassed and subjected to 
expense and extortion they may resist 
the law altogether and have a very good 
chance of knocking it out. If forced to 
this result the $12,000,000 of accumu- 
lated taxes would not have to be paid 
at all. 

Mutual companies which have been 
involved in the tax fight under section 
30 have convinced the city authorities 
that there is a legal doubt whether they 
come under that section. It is their 
contention that they are ruled by the 
new mutual law. The doubt is so strong 
that the city has agreed to the quashing 
of all mutual assessments under section 
30 in order to clear the way for a test 
suit on an agreed statement of facts. 


SHOWS INVESTMENT GAINS 





Record of Leading Fire Companies for 
Past 10 Years Analyzed by Phila- 
delphia Brokerage Firm 





PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 21.—The 
average increase in income from invest- 
ments (excluding market appreciation) 
of 47 leading fire insurance companies 
in the past ten years was 206 percent, 
or equivalent to an average of 20.6 per- 
cent a year, according to John F. Barry 
of Gilbert Eliott & Co. The increase in 
the asset value of these companies, in- 
cluding-40 percent of the reserve for un- 
earned premiums, was 180 percent, or 
an average of 18 percent a year. 

Carolina leads in percentage of growth 
the past ten years. Liquidating value in- 
creased 987 percent; income from invest- 
ments 1146 percent, and dividend dis- 
bursements 1000 percent. Franklin Fire, 
another member of the Home fleet, 
shows an increase in liquidating value 
of 351 percent, income from investments 
320 percent, dividends 540 percent. 
Hamilton increased 380 percent in liqui- 
dating value, 375 percent in income from 
investments and 250 percent in dividend 
disbursements. Importers & Exporters 
and North River, U. S. Merchants & 
Shippers, St. Paul Fire & Marine, Globe 
& Rutgers and National Union are 
other companies which led in growth 
during the decade ending January, 1927. 
The following table shows 12 companies 
which led the percentage of growth and 
illustrates the investment trust feature 
of insurance stocks: 


Income Divi- 
Liquidat- from dend 
ing Invest- Pay- 
Value* ments ments 
CED. sen 6 ee nsec 987 1146 1000 
Importers & Exp.. 469 79 Fees 
Hamilton ......... 380 375 250 
WPI ccccccsee OS 320 540 
Northern 2... 0.600. 317 302 366 
North River....... 312 335 567 
tn Deb esacnese 257 107 220 
SS. ear 244 242 300 
Globe & Rutgers.. 228 204 400 
PEGTEROMIG, 2c ccccss 220 149 T.0- 
ps eee 21 174 200 
American Alliance 160 217 300 


*Includes 40 percent of unearned pre- 
mium reserve. 
*No dividend in 1917. 














XUM 










































































®2, 198 B December 22, 1927 THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 
: ato 
itutional 
Supreme 

It said 

itutional 
t appar. 
Supreme 

1€ usual 
urt, in- 
the trial 
‘se itself 
>f taxa. 

ra re 

‘cord in 
uPreme 
nis time 

ether it 

or not, 

y good 

30 al. 
nies are 

“ff they 

cted . 

y resist 

yY good 

rced to 

ccumu- 

De paid 

e been | ‘ ed = | 

section 

horiti ATTTT RTT nn 

“ ron oe 

al “Ys 

ashing > \ 

section a | 

ss sal 

LINS 

ies for 

ila- 

-The 1902 Ford 

invest- 

ation) 

panes WENTY-FIVE years ago, when this This historic writing of the first automo- 
6 ar rather racy-looking side-winder was bile policy and our capable development of 
— greeted with raucous shouts of ‘‘Geta the whole idea can appropriately be capital- 
oe horse!’’ as it wheezed, rattled and banged ized by the agency representatives of the 
nt, or along the streets, the Boston Insurance Com- Boston Insurance Company to lend added 
sal pany issued the first Automobile policy strength to their sales work upon prospec- 
rade written by a company in the United States. tive clients. 

pms The automobile was just coming to be rec- To help our agents sell more insurance 

~ ognized as something more than an experi- we publish a magazine, ‘The Accelerator.” 
sail ment “The rich man’s plaything,” the butt Its primary purpose is to carry information 
iguk of the comic section. Men with money and to our agents that will be interesting and 
— foresight were beginning the long fight for profitable to them. In every issue we have 
ter mechanical perfection. something to say about newspaper adver- 
Slobe The man who bought a car could well _tising, sales-letters or window displays, and 
a boast of considerable personal courage and the center spread is always used for the 
1981 sporting blood, and the company which discussion of some timely form of insurance. 
| and first ventured into the automobile insur- If you would like a copy of this valuable 
_ ance field, with no precedents to guide it, magazine, write to Desk A of our Adver- 
ond exhibited its full quota of financial nerve. tising Department. 
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‘| Boston Insurance Company 
: 

: | Old Colony Insurance Company 
pre- 
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The Watchman of 1819-- 
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and of 1927 


ACK in 1819, the AETNA voted 
to help maintain a watchman to 
patrol the city of Hartford, nights, 
looking for possible fires. 


A fore-runner of the Automatic Sprinkler ! 


Even in that early day the principle of 
prevention was recognized as a vital part 
of fire insurance. And every improvement 
in building practice ... every new safe- 


guard against fire. . 


. has the strong 


support of the insurance companies of 
America, working constantly to protect 
property by conquering disaster before it 


occurs. 


Twelve thousand ETNA agents 


profit by their association with a company 
known always as a pioneer in every step 
toward better public protection. 
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“Northwestern Na 


DEFENDS POSITION IN 
BANK OF ITALY CASE 


Vice-President William D. Reed of 
Northwestern National Issues 
Statement to Agents 


CALLED “SELF DEFENSE” 


Says Action Is Confined to Pacific 
Coast and Actuated by Resolution 
of California Agents 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 21.—A defense 
of the action of the Northwestern Na- 
tional of this city in connection with the 
Bank of Italy appointments on the Pa- 
cific Coast is made by Vice-president 
William D. Reed in a statement sent out 
to the agents of that company. Mr. 
Reed says: 

“Certain developments on the Pacific 
Coast are at the moment the subject of 
publicity by insurance journals, in con- 
nection with which censorious and un- 
just criticism of the Northwestern Na- 
tional’s course of action has been ex- 
pressed by those not cognizant of all the 
facts in the case or who for their own 
selfish ends have resorted to deliberate 
misrepresentation. Because many of our 
agents are likely under such conditions 
to obtain a false viewpoint, we have 
decided to state the facts as briefly as 
possible and leave you to form your 
own conclusions. 


Reviews “Milwaukee Resolution” 


“About three years ago the National 
Association of Insurance Agents held 
its annual meeting in this city and 
passed what has since been known as the 
resolution, in which several 
adjudged to be in vio- 
certain principles formulated 
association. Among these the 
tional was labeled as 
violation of the prin- 


lation of 
by the 


continuously in 


| ciple of agents’ ownership of expirations, 





on which account our company was dis- 
barred from representation by any mem- 
ber of that organization. During the 
three year period before mentioned, we 
have repeatedly requested members or 
non-members to prove this utterly un- 
warranted and untrue charge which we 
have branded as false, but no one has 
as yet appeared to supply such evidence. 

California 


Agents’ Action 


“At the recent session of the Cali- 
fornia Association of Insurance Agents 
held in Sacramento Nov. 3-5, a reso- 
lution was passed and spread upon the 
records, which after ‘adjudging’ other 
companies to be in violation of a prin- 
ciple of the association as to bank agen- 
cies, proceeds as follows: 

“*‘And the Northwestern National 
Insurance Company to be intentionally 
and continuously in violation of one of 
the principles of this association, namely 
agents’ ownership of expirations, and 
that each of these companies fall within 
the scope of the Milwaukee resolution.’ 


Never Signed on Dotted Line 


“Please understand that this action 
was also taken without provocation, out 
of a clear sky so far as the practice of 
the Northwestern National is concerned. 
We have never signed on the dotted line 
as requested by the National associa- 
tion, 
pledges as a support to the moral equi- 
librium either of individuals or corpo- 
rations and questioning also the pro- 
priety of such a requirement by the as- 
sociation, of the companies represented 
by its membership. Such imputation of 
wrongdoing to a company which dur- 
ing its more than 50 years of honorable 
service, as may be proved by its records, 


not believing in the efficiency of 





has left no stone unturned to protec; 
the rights, individual and collective, o; 
its agency staff, must in the course oj 
time become unbearable. It has reacheg 
that point in our own case. 


“Acted in Self-Defense” 


“If discrimination is to be fomented 
and fostered by the national and state 
organizations before mentioned, under 
unscrupulous leadership, we submit that 
it is the duty of the management of this 
company to protect its interests by any 
legitimate and honorable means at its 
command. We refuse to passively sub- 
mit to such injustice, which is in spirit 
and fact distinctly injurious to our com. 
pany’s position and work. Therefore 
as a measure of self-defense, pure and 
simple, we have not hesitated to make 
these bank agency appointments in Calj- 
fornia, of which notice has been g9 
widely circulated. The business ethics 
of bank agencies is not a matter for 
argument here, though there are at leas 
two sides to that question in our judg. 
ment. We appeal to your sense of jus- 
tice. Under such conditions what would 
be your attitude? 


Confined to Pacific Coast 


“Please understand that this action 
is confined to the Pacific Coast and that 
it has been taken as a measure of self- 
preservation only. Frankly, it appears 
to us that where a deliberate falsehood is 
used to actuate the procedure of a large 
and powerful organization like the Na- 
tional Association of Insurance Agents 
and where endorsement of such injustice 
is given by a similar state organization 
in the attempt to ostracize our company 
and place it without the pale of agency 
connections, we should be recreant to 
our trust were we to do other than stand 
by our guns. In other words, we will 
continue to protect the Northwestern 
National, including thereby every loyal 
agent on its staff, to the best of our abil- 
ity under any and all circumstances and 
respectfully solicit your support and 
encouragement in this undertaking.” 


COMMISSIONS IN NEW JERSEY 
Adopted by [Eastern Underwriters’ 
Association for Counties that Were 
Not Ordinary Territory 





Agency agreements have been adopted 
by the Eastern Underwriters’ Associa- 
tion for those counties in New Jersey 
which are not already in the ordinary 
territory. After Jan. 1 agents in the 
counties of Bergen, Passaic, Morris, 
Union, Middlesex, Somerset, Hunter- 
don, Warren, Sussex and Mercer will 
be those of the ordinary territory, that 
is, 20 percent flat or 15 and 25 percent 
graded with an appropriate agreement 
as to representation, or 15 and 25 per- 
cent graded if no agreement is signed. 
Under the old agreement, the Eastern 
Union agents in those counties received 
20 and 25 percent graded if they signed 
an agreement, 20 percent if they signed 
no agreement. Essex, Hudson and 
Camden will be treated as excepted ter- 
ritories, beginning Jan. 1. The scale of 
commissions will follow closely that ol 
other excepted areas in the east. 

As soon as it was known that the 
Eastern Underwriters Association 
adopted the agreement, local agents in 
northern New Jersey declared war. 
New Brunswick agents met and agreed 
not to sign the new agency agreement. 
A meeting of the Middlesex county 
agents was called. A statewide move 
ment has been started to go to the legis- 
lature and endeavor to secure the enact- 
ment of an anti-discrimination law ap 
plying to commissions. Company of 
ficials have predicted that there would 
be trouble when commissions were fe 
duced in the northern New Jersey coun- 
ties. Essex and Hudson counties were 
excepted territories before but they were 
graded formerly on a higher scale. 
den county was also cut; previously, it 
was open territory and the companies 
paid anything they saw fit, some as 
as 40 percent. 
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Business Romance 


1853! Soon three quarters of a century will have 
passed since the year the Agricultural had its beginning. 


What a host of both wrecks and successes those 
years have left in their trail. Through all the crises— 
the ups and downs of nearly 75 years the Agricultural 
has steadily blazed a trail until today it stands 
stronger than ever rendering the same quality of 
service that has characterized its operations from the 
beginning. What greater romance than the story of 
a successful business. 


Never has and never will this company stray 
from the path of good underwriting principles— 
let the chance for immediate gain sway its sound 
judgment—fail to render its agents sincere service 
or give a policyholder just occasion to regret his 
relations with this company. 


It is upon such principles that the Agricultural 
conducts its business. It is its adherance to a pro- 
gressively conservative policy that makes it fill a 
distinctive niche among insurance companies. 


















































If fire came to your office 
today—would your 
records survive? 


HE most serious loss caused by fire in 
nearly every instance is the loss of records. 


Physical property is generally insured. 


If your records are destroyed, what is there 
to start from, what is there to work from in 
getting started again? 


There have been too many directors’ meet- 
ings held in the blackened ruins of burned 
buildings, trying to find just where things stand. 


Don’t let this happen to you! 


A GF Allsteel Safe is the best protection you 
can provide for your records—the nerves of 
your business.— And in addition to the fire 
protection, there is the added advantage 
of being able to place your safe at the point 
of use, just as you would a desk—and a GF 
Allsteel Safe is as movable as a desk. 


THE GENERAL FIREPROOFING 


Youngstown, Ohio .- 


COMPANY 
Canadian Plant: Toronto 
Branches and Dealers in all Principal Cities 
| The GF Allsteel Line: Safes - Filing Cabinets « Sectional 
Of Cases + Desks + Tables + Shelving + Transfer 
Storage Cabinets - Document Files + Supplies. 


Cases - 





SAFES 








pm SS _— Attach this coupon to your firm letterhead —— - 
| THE GENERAL FIREPROOFING COMPANY, Youngstown, Ohio N.u. | 
| Please send me at once your booklet “‘Safeguarding Vital Records of Business."’ 
| 

| Name » 


} 
Address 
} 


| City 7“ SE CE 
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MONK WOULD INCLUDE 
NEW INSURANCE COVERS 


WANTS STATUTE BROADENED 


Massachusetts Commissioner Makes Im- 
portant Recommendations for 
Legislative Action 


Several impor- 


tan mmendations for legislation to 
be enacted at the coming session of the 
\iassachusetts legislature have been 
made by’ Commissioner Wesley E. 
lonk. For the most part the recom- 
mendations are clarifying amendments. 

Inasmuch as the present law allows 


oO or more companies to join in the 
ngle policy for fire, liability 
s compensation insurance, 


the commissioner would have the law 

roadened to allow two or more com- 

M4 L e oo > 

panies to join fire and sprinkler leakage 
rhe policy 


Wants Losses Preferred Claims 


he now provides that 
claims for against any domestic 
re company are preferred over claims 
for return premiums. The commissioner 
would amend the law so that claims for 
any company should be 
prejerred over claims for return pre- 
miums, applying, however, to life 
or endowment policies, since they are 
not cancellable like other policies. 

The law which allows the commis- 
sioner to investigate and report on a 
company which unfairly or unreasonably 
delays the settlement of claims, reads 
“claims” and thereby apparently pre- 
vents the commissioner from making an 
investigation in the case of a _ single 
“claim.” He would have the law 
amended to provide that it shall apply 
to the practice of delaying payment of 
claims. Other similar changes in this 
act are suggested. 


state law 


1Osses 


losses ugainst 


not 


Would Add Many New Classes 


Since the law limits the kinds of busi- 
company may transact and does 
not at the present time allow of many 
ew classes, except by special license 
issued by the commissioner, the commis- 
sioner would have section 47 of chapter 
175 amended to include these classes: 

Loss resulting from smoke, however 
caused. 

Damage to aircraft caused by fire, col- 
lision, accident, lightning, etc., as is now 
provided in these clauses in respect to 
niotor vehicles; damage to property, and 
legal liability therefor, caused by motor 
vehicles and aircraft; loss caused by the 
conversion of motor vehicles or aircraft 
by a conditional vendee or mortgagor or 
bailee in possession thereof and by any 
larceny or pilferage, malicious mischief 
or vandalism. 

Guaranteeing or insuring to the hold- 
ers thereof the payment of the principal 
of, or interest on bonds, notes or other 
evidences of indebtedness and insurance 
against loss or damage arising from any 
default in the payment of such principal 
or interest. 


hess a 


Electric Current Interruption 


Loss caused by the interruption of 
electric current, water or gas supply 
furnished by public service companies, 
and by explosion of any heating, light- 
ing or cooking apparatus, power wheels 
cr machinery or engines of any kind. 

Loss by reason of legal liability for 
damage to another's property, however 
caused, and damage to aircraft caused by 
accident or collision. 

Loss caused by the breakage of any 
glass. 

Loss caused by leakage of any light- 
ing, heating or cooking apparatus or 
their connections and by the seepage of 
water through walls. 

Loss to property 
vehicles and aircraft. 

Loss to property caused by any crim- 
inal act or by the conversion of any 


caused by motor 
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ILLINOIS COURT DENIES 
REHEARING TO HANOVER 


OPENS WAY FOR NEW APPEAL 
Famous Section 30 May Be Declareg 
Absolutely Void if Contest 
Continues 


Phe Ih 





nois supreme court this week 
denied a petition filed by the Hanover 
Fire for a rehearing of its famous $39. 
060,000 test case again George F 
Harding, county treasurer and collector 
of Cook county, concerning the collec. 
tion of taxes under section 30 of the 
act of 1869, governing the formation and 





ration of fire companies in Illinois 
The case started in Chicago when the 
Hanover asked for an injunction re. 
straining the Cook county treasurer and 


collector from collecting taxes against 
it under section 30 of the act on a 109 
percent valuation when personal prop- 
erty paying the same tax was depre- 


ciated to 50 percent for tax purposes 
Decisions were given against the com- 
pany in the lower courts and in the state 
suprenie court. It then appealed to the 
United States Supreme Court, which 
reversed the decision of the Illinois sy. 
preme court. On the way down, the 
Illinois court reversed its holding ren- 
dered on the way up, and restored the 
method of taxation formerly prevailing 
Contend Void 

\ttorneys for the Hanover in their 
petition for a rehearing argued that the 
Illinois supreme court in its application 
of section 30 to the case, acted in viola- 
tion of the constitution under the lan- 
guage of the opinion: of the United 
States Supreme Court. Thev stated that 
tax statutes must be strictly construed 
against the taxing power and that no 
interest, penalty or should have 
been assessed against the company by 
the court. The companies declare the 
constitutionality of section 30 is ex 
tremely doubtful under any construction 


Section 30 


costs 


Contrary to Upper Decision 


In its brief the company said that the 
Illinois supreme court in its decision 
held directly or by direct inference had 
held precisely the opposite of the United 
States Supreme Court and requested the 
state court for a rehearing, the motion 
for which was denied this week. 

This decision of the Illinois supreme 
court refusing a rehearing opens a way 
for an appeal to the United States Su 
preme Court to test the constitution- 
ality of the disputed section 30, should 
the city of Chicago continue to harass 
the fire companies with demands to file 


itemized premium income reports for 
each agency in the citv for each year 
since April 30, 1870. The question 1s 


before the Cook county board of review 


property by a vendee or 
bailee. 

Death from any cause of horses, live- 
stock or domestic animals. 


Blanket Bond Provision 


mortgagor or 


Section 52 of that chapter provides 
that contracts of insurance for each ol 
the classes specified in section 47 shall 
be in separate policies and permits 4 
company transacting business under the 
fourth and twelfth clauses thereof to in- 
sure in one policy a bank against the 
loss of bills of exchange, notes, bonds, 
securities, deeds, mortgages, etc., except 
loss in marine transportation or trans 
portation by common carrier. There 1s 
no express provision in section 47 per- 
mitting this blanket coverage. These 
clauses therefore should be further 
amended to provide for this type o 
coverage. 

This provision for the issue of policies 
covering more than one class of insut- 
ance should be restricted so that a fire 
company may not issue a fire policy m 
the standard form insuring against the 
hazards specified in any clause other 
than the first. 
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“How much do you think 
I ought to carry?” 


Every insurance agent has heard the question — scores of times. 

And every agent has had to answer it somehow or other. 

Many agents have standardized on the safe and sane answer: **Let 
- =] 

The American Appraisal Company tell you.” 

For those who dislike the directness of such an answer, we com- 

mend the following: 

1. Find out what your client thinks his property is worth. 

2. Find out why he sets the figure at the amount he does. 

3. If he bases it on his book figures of cost, compare those costs 

with present costs of reproducing the same property; ascertain his 

practice as to the treatment of additions and deductions to his 

capital account, his policy as to maintenance, as to depreciation. 


4. Show him wherein each of these phases of his plant accounting 
inevitably influences the final amount which he alleges to be the 
present value of his property. 


5. Thus proving to him that the only safe way in which to determine 
the insurable value of his property and the amount of insurance 
which he ought to carry is to study the property itself in accord- 
ance with current conditions and current prices. 

6. Let him see for himself that this inevitably means an appraisal. 
In all likelihood, once he understands the necessity for an appraisal. 
he’ll not be content with anything less than an American Appraisal. 


THE 


AMERIGAN APPRAISAL 
GOMPAN Y 
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Is It Insured 7? 


| 

FURS Insured against Loss of any kind 
_ (except Moth and Wear and Tear) at 
| All Times and All Places 

| 


A. F. SHAW & COMPANY 


75 Maiden Lane Insurance Exchange 
New York City ss , _ Chicago, ill. 
General Agents - “All Risks” Department 
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fais Fire & Marine Insurance Co. 






















SAFE FOR AGENTS — BEST FOR ASSURED 


WESTCHESTER 


{ FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK 















































































































































































AN 
OLD and THOROUGHLY RELIABLE 
COMPANY 


| WESTCHESTER 


l A 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY OF NEW YORK 
Western Department: 
111 W. Jackson Boulevard 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
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SAFE FOR AGENTS — BEST FOR ASSURED 
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THROW DOWN ALL BARS 
IN PACIFIC NORTHWEST 





WIDE OPEN IN WASHINGTON 





Pacific Board Abrogates Agency Limi- 
tation Rule as Result of Commis- 
sioner’s Objection 





SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 21.—Mem- 
bers of the Pacific Board voted to abro- 
Section 4, as it affects the 
operations of the companies in the state 
of Washington at a special meeting in 
San Francisco Monday. It is another 
action following the recent demands 
made by Insurance Commissioner H. O. 
Fishback. Rule 5, section 4, regulated 
the appointment of agents in various 
towns, limiting them to two for each 
company. 

It is understood that the companies 
were reminded that a few years ago 
the state of Washington’s highest court 
ruled that limitation of agents was un- 
constitutional and it is believed that the 
methods of the companies the past years 
in this particular were questioned by the 
commissioner. As a result the rule has 
been abrogated entirely. 

The companies are also considering 
the matter of commissions and a special 
meeting is to be held two weeks hence 
for this purpose. The condition at pres- 
ent in Washington virtually “wide 
open season” for appointments but at 
the offices of the board Monday it was 
reported that the members have come 
to an agreement not to disturb the pres- 
ent arrangements as to commissions or 
appointments for the next two weeks at 
least. 

Although the companies operating in 
Washington have receded from their po- 
sition as regards appointment of gen- 
eral agents there and have rescinded 
Rule 9 of the Pacific Board, it is not 
generally felt that that matter is en- 
tirely disposed of. The companies not 
only have to find some substitute in or- 
der to control the situation but are also 
considering other methods to pursue in 
order to not again be embarrassed in 
the same degree, and meetings are being 
held in San Francisco for this purpose. 
There is still a feeling in some offices 
that it would have been better for the 
companies operating in Washington to 
have stood their ground and withdrawn 
from the state if necessary until the mat- 
ter had been legally disposed of. 


is 


Comment in San Francisco 


Fire insurance in Washington has 
been thrown into turmoil according to 
expressions heard on the street in San 
Francisco. After the action taken by 
the board companies in withdrawing all 
restrictions as to agency appointments 
in that state company managers fee 
that the burden of anything that may 
happen there will have to be carried 
by the agents. There was also a feel- 
ing in San Francisco offices that when 
the Pacific Coast managers and general 
agents meet during the first week in 
mety to discuss commissions in 

Jashington they will also be thrown 
open in this way. The board withdraws 
all of its agreements between companies 
as to the conduct of fire insurance in 
that state. Numerous telegrams were 
received in San Francisco following the 
board’s action on Monday, from agents 
requesting some form of protection. 
One manager said that by placing every 
obstacle in the way of the companies 
to stabilize the business the agents have 
brought the condition upon themselves. 


Might Provoke a Rate War 


There has also been reported threats 
of filing of deviations by some offices on 
classifications which have been profit- 
able over a period of years. This would 
likely provoke a rate war on top of all 
the other unrestricted activities. 

While some managers sympathize 
with real local agents they express the 


aan 
LOSS RATIO IS BETTER 
IN NEW YORK THIS YEAR 





DUE TO IMPROVED PRACTICR, 





Three Factors Are Credited by Fix 
Companies for Favorable Metro- 
politan Showing 





NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—If the pr. 
miums of the fire companies in the terr,. 
tory under the jurisdiction of the Ney 
York Fire Insurance Exchange show; 
slight falling off in 1927 compared t 
those of last year, this will be far mor 
than offset by the reduced loss ratio;; 
condition highly comforting to managing 
underwriters as well as to their loc 
representatives who have had rather; 
sorry time of it in the past three year; 
In round figures the premium incom 
from the city is $54,000,000, upon which 
the loss ratio for 1927, assuming that m 
fires of large dimensions break out dy. 
ing the remaining days of the yea 
should average close to 55 percent 
Naturally, the records of individu 
companies will vary considerably; thoy 
that wrote large lines upon the Sherr. 
Netherlands Hotel and the several in. 
portant warehouses burned within th 
past six months, showing greater ratio: 
than the average. 


Three Factors Help Ratio 


The satisfactory change in local cop. 
ditions is attributed by underwriters t 
three basic factors, i. e., the clog 
scrutiny given business and the unwil. 
ingness to accept risks that will no 
measure up to declared standards, eve 
when the business is offered by prom: 
nent brokers; the credit informatio 
service now available, the value of whic 
cannot be overestimated, and finally, th 
manner in which losses are now a 
justed. The special credit service ¢ 
the. companies enables underwriters 
keep informed constantly as to changin 
conditions in various lines, notably gar. 
ment workers and fur manufacturer 
and dealers, classes that in past year 
have been prolific in furnishing losses 
The credit ratings heretofore had upor 
these lines were usually from one to tw 
years old, and of little or no value i 
gauging the financial work of an appl. 
cant at the time of his seeking to pla 
insurance. 


Credit News Up-to-Date 





This has now been changed, an 
under the information service inaugr 
rated by the companies, credit rating 
are brought up to date; circular letter 
frequently being sent out in advance ¢ 
special requests from subscribers. Unde 
the existing practice of settling loss: 
questionable claims find the greates 
difficulty in getting by; a truth that ha 
become generally known among tk 
trade and serving as a strong deterret 
to those disposed to have “friendy 
fires.” All three divisions of the fir 
business; inspection, underwriting an 
adjustment, are working with a degre 
of intelligent co-operation hitherto w= 
known in local circles, and the resut 
will be that the loss ratio of the city! 
business for 1927 promises to be get 
erally satisfactory to managements até 
to earn a contingent for most of th 
local agencies. 





















result of the action of general agent 
appointed virtually at excess commissit® 
points only and those who were nt 
bonafide general agents and who wet 
opposed to any regulation of their sub 
agency appointments or other unde: 
writing methods. 











Brown Heads Field Club 






LeRoy T. Brown, Continental, he 
been elected president of the Albam 
Field Club; James R. Ryan, Ne 





Hampshire, vice-president; James * 
Van Duren, Fidelity-Phenix, treasuft’ 
John W. Summers, Home, secretat 








opinion that the whole situation is the 






C. A. Tillotson is the retiring presidet 
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— eosremin 


Thousands Have Said— 
“Sounds Good to Me—Here’s My $1.50—Send Me 


BATES’ CASUALTY AND SURETY COVERAGES 
and HOW TO SELL THEM!” 




















Not an Encyclopedia. Just a book of 
137 pages that every agent has time to ys! % a : Sa 
read. There are 59 items in the index, é R oS 
so the average is only about 212 pages aN 
to a subject. But Mr. Bates is a prac- ? Q S 
tical casualty man, having a general ? © 
agency at Columbus, Ohio, so he knows ? ) ea 
what an agent needs to know in order 4 ~ 
to get the business. The agent is not Pg a 
flooded with more than he needs. o Fo ¢ 


This is the kind of book agents find F i ©, & of 
most useful. It will help any agent in- ° \Y S 
crease his premium income and com- y _ 
mission earnings. It can be read ; & 
frequently and referred to with profit, o aY S 
by those not familiar with some of the y a , f 4 . #. 
best premium lines. y =’ 46 8 a ie . “4 


Price $1 .50 Ps oe <& Sf : & 4 . eo . 


| XUM | a 














THE NATIONAL 


r% PCa Ce Ce ee ae 


Ce 


q 
H#lerryp 
Merry 

Eristmas 


ee ee he ee Se 


AY you at this time when 
service seems to be upper- 
most in the minds of everyone 
feel the joy that comes in-know- 
ing that you have served well 


during the year past. 





The |loyd-lhomas Co. 


RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES 


SSS |, eee 
€ APPRAISAL -\G/ ENGINEERS 
ASP RANA 








4411 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 
120 Broadway, New York 


Cincinnati Cleveland Detroit Indianapolis 
St. Louis Milwaukee Pittsburgh Memphis 
Denver Toronto Minneapolis Kansas City 
Washington Los Angeles Atlanta Des Moines 

*“WHAT IS AN APPRAISAL?7—It is a complete classined iuver 

tory of insurable property (except stock, merchandise and raw mate- 

rials) Each item of property is valued at today’s cost to replace 

new. The amount of accrued depreciation is determined and the 

sound insurable value is given. 

“ITS ADVANTAGES—Ist—It discovers insurable values that have 

long been written off the books through unscientific depreciation— 

2nd—lIt gives the agent, the assured, and the companics lue faets of 


property. 3rd—lIt 


makes for adequate 
nearly every 


instance it «a. for 


Insurance 
additional 


protection, for ip 
insurance 


SSS SS NE NNN CC | = 


JOHN H. GRIFFIN, President 


NORTHWESTERN 


FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


Isn’t it worth while 


To know that you have a 
company in your agency 
that has the facilities 
and desire to serve 
you completely and 
satisfactorily ? 

















Fire Tornado Lightning Automobile Hail Rents 








Use and Occupancy 
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CHANGES IN THE FIELD 





NATIONAL PROMOTES FOUR 


| Three Scuthern Fields Are Involved in 


| agent of 


| tory 


cial agent in 


| gia and Alabama. 


|} connected with 


Personnel Changes—One Man 
Goes to Home Office 


E. K. McDowell has been appointed 
Texas state agent of the National ot 
Hartford. He succeeds State Agent 


Haggart, who has been forced by illness | 


to take an indefinite leave of absence. 
Mr. McDowell, who is a southerner, has 
traveled the southern field for a num- 


ber of vears. He obtained his early | 
training in local agencies in Alabama 
and for three vears traveled as special 


the Southeastern Underwrit- 
Association throughout the 
under its jurisdiction. For almost 
20 vears following his association con- 
nection he traveled as state agent in 
Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi and 
South Carolina. He then was employed 


ers 


| by the Transcontinental, a company af- 


filiated with the National, as special 
representative in the southeastern states. 
His headquarters will be at Dallas. He 
will be assisted by the following spe- 
cial agents: F. R. Charles, northwest 
Texas: C. D. Rankin, northeast Texas; 
*. F. Yerrington: J. F. Nowlin, south- 


east Texas. 


W. L. Morrell has been appointed 
North and South Carolina state agent 
| of the company, to succeed W. O. Min- 


ter, who recently was promoted agency 
superintendent at the home office. Mr. 
Morrell’s headquarters will be at Char- 
lotte, N. C. Mr. Morrell has been a spe- 
the Carolina field for the 
last three vears. Special agent J. C 
Leech is being transferred from the Vir- 
ginia field to the Carolina field to assist 
Mr. Morrell. Mr. native 
Virginian and a graduate of Virginia 
Military Institute. About three 
ago he took the home office course in 
underwriting and business practice and 
then was appointed agent. 
Hugh T. Powell been made a 


Leech is a 


years 


special 
has 


terri- | 


| insurance sales 
| the 


| tion with the fire 


| ine. 


general agent of the company for Geor- | 


His headquarters are 
at Atlanta. Ga. He formerly was state 
agent in this territory. He will be as- 
sisted by C. E. Hancock as_ special 
agent. 


Lyle Keiser 


Lyle Keiser of Columbus, O., 
agent of the American Eagle, traveling 
with State Agent Tuder, is leaving the 
field to go to Detroit to engage in the 
local business there. 


special 


Mr. Keiser is going with the T. J. Bos- 
quett agency at Detroit as manager ot 
its fire insurance department. He was 


the Indiana 
Bureau from 1913 until 1919. 
as an electrical inspector and 


Inspection 
He started 
ended as 


| will make his headquarters at 


| Cook county field for the Automobile 


state agent in southwest Texas for the 
Liverpoo! & London & Globe, Star an 
Federal Union. He succeeds Ledoux E 
Smith, resigned last September to entet 
the local agency business at San Am 
| tonio. 


branch manager at Evansville. He |e, 
the inspection bureau to with ¢ 
Mercantile Commercial Bank of that ej 
as engineer. Later he took cl 

the insurance department of the No 
Bank & Trust company of Vincennes 
Ind. Later he became manager of th 
insurance department of Fox & Piste 
of Terre Haute. He 


rege) . 


was in the log, 
agency business for about seven vear: 
He went with the American Eagle ; 


Ohio in March, 1926. 


S. T. Pippin and F. W. Doremus 


S. Thomas Pippin resigned 
special agent in Pennsylvania for ¢ 
\merican of Newark to engage in oe: 
agency business at Wilmingion, Pp, 
Frederick W. Doremus will succeed \; 
Pippin 


has 


A. G. Tindolph 

\. G. Tindolph, 
in western Wa 
necticut and the 
headquarters in 


tormer special age 
shington for the Cop. 
Westchester Fire, wit 
Seattle, has entered lik 
work. He has 
the Penn Mutua 
Agent Joseph } 
severs a 
end of the 
Vears 


10ine 
Seattle agency o 


General 
Tindolph 


Life, 
Grant 


under 

M Tr conner- 
business 
of more than 19 


Walden M. Howe 


Walden M. Howe has been appointe 
state agent of the Sun and the Patriotic 
for western New England. Mr. Howe 
who will establish headquarters at Har 
ford, comes of a well-known underwrit- 
ing family. His father, S. G. Howe. is 
secretary of the Equitable Fire & Mar. 


The new state agent is unusual 
well known in the New England terr 
tory and has a thorough knowledge 


the needs of local agents. 


Jeseph H. Chapman 


Joseph H. Chapman has been a 
pointed special agent of the Americ: 
Fore companies in Illinois succeeding 


H. B. who has resigned. H 
Mattoor 
He has been connected with the Illinoi 
Inspection Bureau at Champaign, Ill 
and was formerly a local agent at Fair 
bury. Mr. Lambert was formerly in th 


Lambert, 


Hartford and prior to that was with the 
Firemen’s in Canada. 


George J. Henry 


Henry has been appointe 


George 3 











| VIEWED FROM NEW YORK 


By GEORGE A WATSON, —————————— == 





KNICKERBOCKER CUTS MELON 


The Knickerbocker of New York, one 
of the Corroon & Reynolds group of 
companies, is following the American 
Equitable in declaring a stock dividend. 
A special meeting will be held Dec. 27 


|} to act on a proposition to increase the 


| 
| 
| 


authorized common capital stock from 
$200,000 divided into 8,000 shares of par 
value of $25 each, to $500,000 divided 
into 100,000 shares of par value of $5 


each. When the additional authorized 


|} ment of 
| going ahead in fine shape. 


stock is paid in the company will have | 


capital of $800,000. The directors will 
meet on the same day and will act on the 
recommendations of the executive and 
finance committees to pay an extra or 
special cash dividend of 17% percent on 
the outstanding common stock. When 


this is done it will bring the total cash ' 





distribution this year to 60 percent o 
the common stock. The committee wil 
also recommend a declaration of a 150 
percent common stock dividend on the 
outstanding shares. This will increase 
the common stock from $200,000 to $500, 
000, which, with the $300,000 preferred 
stock, will give a ivial capital of $800, 
000. The Knickerbocker has been ex- 
tremely profitable under the manage 
Corroon & Reynolds. It 1s 


* 


AMERICAN EQUITABLE DIVIDEND 


The directors of the American Equtt- 
able of New York have declared a cas? 
dividend of 40 percent on the common 
stock. This dividend makes the tota 
cash dividends on the common _ stocs 
during the present vear 100 per cent In 
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—— 


addition to this the directors declared a 
common stock dividend of 150 percent 
therefore distributing among the holder: 
40,000 shares of common stock and an 
additional 60,000 shares. The capital 
; now $1,000,000 paid up with $500,000 
oreferred stock with par value of $106 
4 share and $500,000 common with par 
yalue of $5 a share. 
*x* * * 
wILL WRITE AIRCRAFT INSURANCE 
Early in the new year the New York 
Underwriters will begin writing aircraft 
damage insurance, a torm of protection 
already issued by the American of New- 
ark and one or two other companies. 
The indemnity covers for any damage 
that may result through a plane or any 
of its parts or equipment falling upon a 
youse or Other property. While the vol- 
ume of premium from the line is apt to 
be small at the start, and perhaps for 
ag number of years, ultimately it should 
ford a income, if the 
velopment of aerial transportation 
comes anything like as popular as it is 
the case. 


substantial de- 


be- 

commonly anticipated will be 
* 

ROSSIA REPORTS ON FINANCES 


In a statement furnished the New 
York Stock Exchange recently the Ros 
sia reported its total income for the first 
eight months of the present year as 
$8,419,134. Individual items were as fol- 
lows: Premiums, $7,165,576; interest, 
dividends and rents, $363,998; profit on 
sale of securities, $26,695; increased 
hook value of stocks and bonds, $860,- 
365. In the same period its losses were 
$3,589,374; expenses, $2,519,076; $804,931 
was added to premium reserve, and a 
loss of $2,530 was suffered in the sale 
of securities. After paying $192,000 in 
dividends, the surplus stood at $1,311,- 
923. an increase of $104,898 over that at 
the beginning of the year. 

*K * 
PREVENTION 






STUDY FIRE MOVIES 


An immediate survey of all of the 
wailable fire prevention films will be 
undertaken as a result of the _ initial 
meeting of the visual education com- 


mittee of the National Fire Protection 
\ssociation, of which Richard E. 
Vernor, manager of the tire prevention 
department of the Western Actuarial 
Bureau, is chairman. 


The committee is arranging for a 
showing of all of these films in New 
York the week of Feb. 19. At that 


time, it is planned to have these films 
criticised by the committee, and also by 


some nationally prominent motion pic- 
ture experts and psychologists. The 
criticisms will be based upon such fea- 


tures as motion picture technique, sub- 
ect matter and showmanship 
* 


Kt. A. APPROVES AGREEMENT 


nderwriters Associa 
ion has approved the agreements for 
excepted territory and turned then 
ack to the respective territorial com 
mittees f transmission to the 
local agent bodies Manager 
Rhoades said: “It is believed that the 
agreement as adopted now contains 
many of the ideas and desires of the local 


agents committees as it is possible ir 


The Eastern 
has 


various 
Sumner 


tor 


the interest of uniformity to grant under 
the limits of the constitution and by 
laws of the Eastern Underwriters Asso 
lation The scale of commissions and 
classifications follow as to most the ex- 
cepted areas very closely those hereto 
lore. =promulgated bv the Eastern 
Union.” 
m 


CARL SCHREINER’S PLAN 


the distribu- 
suffered on tornado and 
\ t business, upon which Carl 
Schreiner, president of the Pilot Rein- 
surance of this city has been at work 
‘or a considerable time, is now being 
submitted company managers generally 
lor their consideration. In effect it pro- 
Poses that each office continue as now to 
Write the business according to its indi- 
vidual Policy; final records to be 
Supplied Mr. Schreiner at the close of 
each year, when the average loss ratio 
Will be ascertained. All companies will 


\ plan for 
tion of losses 
windstorm 


“equalizing” 


loss 








share in the arrangement in accord with 
their premium income from the class 
For example if one particular company 
reports a loss ratio of 40 percent, while 
the average for the group is 36 percent, 
the excess beyond the average will be 
absorbed percentagewise by every other 
company. Contrarywise if any office 
through good fortune escapes with a 32 
percent loss ratio, it would have to bear 
its share of the burden of its less favored 
associates, each being credited with the 
average ratio. No definite arrangement 





has yet been effected, though a number | 


of companies have signified their willing- 
hess to participate in the proposed plan. 
ok Be ~ 


BATCHELDER IS GIVEN WATCH 


George H. Batchelder, who is to re- 
tire as assistant United States manager 
of the North British group of companies 
at the close of the present vear, was the 
recipient a few days ago, « hand 
Hamilton wrist watch silver 
band, from the field men of the central 
department 


ta 
some 


* 


BROKERS’ ASSOCIATION ELECTION 


B M. Edgerton was elected 
ot the General Brokers’ Association 
of the metropolitan district of New York 


president 


at the annual meeting held last week 
Che other officers elected were: Vice- 
presidents, George W. Cornell. Harry 
Broadman, George A. Kuhirt. Bernard 


a matter oi thought. 


\nd 


the 
comes 


stage. 
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all we have to do 


representative have 


prospects oft last vear 











when 


One of the things you % 
to do 
just carry on the work of 1927. 


Poor Richard 


‘am 


Just at this season of the year, time is 


Poor Richard nught Say 


may 





1928 is coming 
Its shadow already is pushing 1927 from 


The new yea 


s new to make 


an insurance 
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TIME TRIED AND FIRE TESTED 


THE PHOENIX INSURANCE COMPANY 


of HARTFORD CONN 
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** Lost 


time is never 
found again.”’ 


But there 
this veal 


clients 
after 


ire new prospects to 


get 


new vear Time, as man figures it, has simply 
eV veal : ee 
. moved a year in his reckoning. Time 

will continue to move \nd time must 


. be taken as it passes 
the most of 


Then, let The Franklin Fire in wishing 
you a Prosperous New Year, merely say 


OPR ic t 
1928 is to May time in its passage around the 
Your vear be not lost to you, but bring oppor- 

now be your tunities for you to grasp 


_ The Franklin Fire offers to agents a wide range of 
insurance covers. 
where this Company is not already represented, are 
invited to investigate the advantages offered by this 
old established Company. 


Well qualified agents in territories 


Che FRANKLIN FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


of Philadelybia 


Chyaniont 1829 
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Hotel Directory 
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EAST 67 AND ST. CLAIR AVE. 





TO THE PUBLIC 


Are wondering why we have bull: “Another” 
Hore! ts Cleve! One must have s good reason lor spending 
oearly two million dolla We have s rasco worth lar move 
chao as 

Every hotel operator gives “Tis best efforts tor your 
combor.” We have centered ous efiors aro oi ens sien) domme, 
“Te make you happs” 


‘There mus be something beck of the: destra Yow 
ems easily prowe B by coming here just once 


prk 





BREVOORT 


HOTEL 
Madison Street CHICAGO 


East of LaSalle 
[Insurance Headquarters 


Brevoort Hotel upholds 
worthily the best traditions of 
American hotels famed for hos- 
pitality. 
























xs 
. 




















KANSAS CITY 


As an outstanding hotel of the 
Middle-West, the Muehlebach 
offers every service demanded 
by the most exacting guest. 


Daily Amusement 
Two of the three dining rooms offer 
music and dancing daily. The Coffee 
Shop is ideal for those wishing quick 
service and at popular prices. 




















NEW 
NICOLLET 
HOTEL 


The Northwest's 

finest — 600 

rooms with bath 

or connecting. 
Every room an outside room. Finest 
Ballroom in Northwest. Every facility 
for conventions up to 1,500. 


59 
68 i ‘ 
84 at 3.00 38 at 5.00 
and Special Rooms at $6 to $9. 
W. B. CLARK, Manager 














Hotel Conant 


New—Fireproof 


250 Rooms with Bath 
Rates $2 to $3 

















CEDAR RAPIDS, IA. 
HOTEL ROOSEVELT 


Rates: Room without Bath with private Lava- 
tories $1.50 and up. Rooms with Bath, Shower 


or Tub $2.50 and up. 
E. G. KILL, Mer. 














WANTED POSITION 


As special agent for good fire insurance 
company by man of good habits and some 


experience. Tennessee territory preferred. 
Address C-95, care The National Under- 
writer. 








EXAMINER WANTED 


Examiner thoroughly familiar with Texas 
territory and agents for home office position 
with Texas company. In reply please state 
education, experience, references and salary 
expected. Address C-91, care The National 
Underwriter. 





E. Frank and Julius Margolis; secre- 
tary, Julius Wolf: treasurer, Phoebe R. 
Marks. Prof. S. B. Ackerman addressed 
the membership on the opportunities 
presented to the association for increas- 
ing its usefulness to its members. 
e 
TORNADO ASSOCIATION SLATE 


A mail vote for the election of offi- 
cers of the Eastern Tornado Insurance 
Association is in progress. The slate 
submitted by the nominating commit- 
tee, which will unquestionably be ap- 
proved by the membership, follows: For 
president, Gilbert A. Russell, Hartford 
Fire; vice-president, L. J. Borland, Great 
American; secretary, G. F. Hayden, 
Continental; executive committee, F. D. 
Layton, National of Hartford; John 


nf 
Kremer, North America; E. W. Nours, 
London Assurance; Harold S. Poo, 
Home, and H. Hope Miller, Commer. 
cial Union. » 
CELEBRATES 70th ANNIVERSARY 


_ T. Y. Brown & Co., one of the prom, 
inent local agencies of New York Cit, 


will shortly celebrate the 70th anni. 
versary of its 
fice was appointed representative of the 


establishment. The of. 

Glens Falls in 1877, and has been i, 

agent continuously since that time, 
se oe 


R. D. HARVEY GOES WEST 


Richard D. Harvey, former Unite 
States manager of the Royal Exchange 
has gone to Los Angeles for the wip, 
ter. 











AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 





CHICAGO BOARD NOMINEES 


The annual meeting of the Chicago 
Board will be held Jan. 12. The nomi- 
nating committee has recommended 
that August Torpe, Jr., be reelected 
president, and Fred J. Sauter, vice- 
president. For executive committee 
I. A. Grossman, C. R. Tuttle, W. T. 
Bisbee are nominated. For fire patrol 
committee James I. Naghten will suc- 


| branch cffice; 


| 


} 


| 


| 


ceed J. J. Van Every, who has served | 


nine years and whose time limit has 
expired. George R. Bowman has been 
renominated. Mr. Van Every has been 
chairman of the patrol committee. 

xk kK * 


NEW BUILDING FILLING 


Eleven insurance organizations, as fol- 


low, have taken space in the recently 
completed Wells-Van Buren building, 
330 South Wells street, Chicago; Com- 
mercial Underwriters Corporation; In- 
demnity Mutual Credit Insurance Co.; 
London & Lancashire Indemnity; Miles 
& Miles, general agents for the Union 


OPPORTUNITIES 


This column serves as a market 
place where insurance wants 
may be made known to thou- 
sands of interested insurance 
men. 

Advertisements which are re- 
ceived before 9:00 A. M. 
Wednesday are inserted in the 
current issue. 

“Opportunities” advertisements 
are $5.00 an inch for one inser- 
tion. 


The National Underwriter 
Chicago 








Fire Adjuster Wanted 


A competent Fire Adjuster for a partner for the 
well established 18-year old Quincy Adjustment 
and Service Bureau, serving Illinois, Iowa and 


Missouri. A fine plant and marvelous location in 
this thriving city of 40,000. Address, Miss 
Blanche Gill, Qui Adjustment and Service 


ney 
Bureau, Wells Bidg., Quincy, TIL 








POSITION WANTED 


Manager General Fire Insurance Office. 15 
years experience Local Agency, Field Work, 
Adjusting and Selling Life and Accident In- 
surance. Married. No bad habits. Good 
references. Address C-92, care The National 
Underwriter. 








POSITION 


Special Agency for Good Fire Insurance 
Company. Iowa or Minnesota preferred. 
7 years experience Local Agency. 5 years 
field work and adjusting. Married. Good 
references. Address C-93, care The Na- 
tional Underwriter. 


WANTED 








Automobile of Los Angeles and th 
Fidelity American of Houston, Tex. 
Missouri State Life, E. B. Thurmas 
National Underwritery 
Corporation; National Lumber Mutua). 
Charles A. Russell & Co., adjusters: 
Whitaker & Jackson, adjusters; H. ¥ 
Robinson & Co., adjusters, and Willian 


E. Forde, general agent for the Cop. 


servative Life of Wheeling, W. Va. 


Since the building is in the insurance 
|corner of the loop, it is planned to 
| change the name to the Insurance Cep. 
| ter building. Deals with other insurance 
| organizations for space in the new build. 


ing are pending. 
* 
TAX LOCAL COMPANIES 


Insurance companies 
were 


to their personal property taxes. 


side the state. 


A couple of weeks ago the office of 
the corporation counsel of the city of 
Chicago filed with the board of review 
a list of 106 companies of all classes 
whose personal property subject to tax 
tion was declared to be $77,000,000, but 
which had been returned for taxation a 





domiciled in 
| Illinois and with head offices in Chicago 
summoned last week before the 
Cook county board of review in regard 
These 
have no connection with the net premi- 
um taxes involving the companies out- 





We fiie che 
Automatic Woy. | 


These files expand 
for greater conven 
fence, efficiency 
ondextra capacity 


File can equal it for Filing Efficiency. 
30 OAYS FREE TRIAL 5 YEAR GUARANTY. 
Submit your filing problems and get our 
catalogs. Expert factory service and 
factory prices to consumers direct. 
The AUTOMATIC FILE & INDEX CO. 
Factory and Home Office,Green Bay, Wis. 

Sales Branches at C. and Milwaukee 

















GENERAL AGENCY OF BUREAU 
FIRE COMPANY WANTED 
Due to a consolidation, we are open for a 
General Agency of a Bureau Fire Insur- 
ance Company for the State of Minnesota. 
We have a good Agency plant and profit- 
able business. Address C-96, care The Na- 

tional Underwriter. 








POSITION WANTED 

as state or special agent; nine years experi- 
ence in adjustment and field work; under- 
stands the hail business; prefers Nebraska, 
Kansas or Colorado field; now employed but 
services available after January 1, 1928; best 
of references furnished on request. Address 
®-1, care The National Underwriter. 











—— 


Branch Office of prominent Company wants 
adjuster for fire, automobile and casualty 
losses, also some casualty agency work. 
When replying state experience, education, 
age and salary expected. Address C-1@, 
care The National Underwriter. 
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3 value of only $343,000. The board | 
gf review decided to take up each com- | 

ny individually as an ordinary tax- | 
sayer and they will be summoned one 
by one to answer to the information | 
fled by the corporation counsel. 
Assistant Corporation Counsel Leon 
Hornstein said that he was well aware 
of the practice in regard to accepting 
jow valuations on personal property and 
that his office would not object if the 
local companies were compelled to pay 
on some low valuation like 25 or 30 
ercent. However, he declared that the 
yaluations filed by the companies them- 
selves were ridiculous. One company 
daiming a surplus to policyholders of | 
$1,700,000 had filed a valuation of $100 
for taxation. 

The corporation counsel does not ad- | 
mit that reserves can be deducted from 
assets for tax purposes, except in the 
case of life companies. 

s¢ & 
INSURANCE STOCK QUOTATIONS 


H. W. Cornelius of Charles Sincere | 
& Co. the Chicago investment house, | 
gives the following insurance stock quo- | 





tations as of Dec. 19: | 
Div. | 
Stock Par Bid Asked Per Sh. | 
Aetna Cas. Sur. 100 1270 1300 12 
Aetna Fire...... 100 735 745 24 
Aetna Life...... 100 852 860 12 
Agricultural .... 5 120 127 4 | 
American Alli... 100 463 sr | 
American Auto.. 10 5 ae 20 
American, N. J... 5 30 33 1 
Amer. Surety.... 50 320 325 12 } 
Automobile .... 100 335 345 1 
Bankers & Ship. 100 480 ep oF i 
MN scvccece 5 30 33 12 
Carolina ....... 10 84 90 1.40 
Guy of N. Y..... 100 480 Tae” 
Col. Nat. Life... 100 300 325 7 
Commonwealth . 100 605 owe a | 
Continental .... 25 80 81 6 
Conn. Gen. Life. 100 1775 1825 12 | 
Fidel. & Cas.... 25 208 218 5 | 
Fidel. & Dep.... 50 268 272 10 | 
Fidel.-Phenix ... 25 190 192 4 | 
Firemen’s ...... 10 56 58 22 
Franklin Fire... 25 390 405 32 | 
Glens Falls..... 10 60 62 1.60 | 
Globe & Rutgers 100 1900 cao 2 
Great Amer..... 100 600 aoe. ae | 
Hanover Fire... 50 380 400 5 | 
Harmonia Fire. 10 84 90 1.60 | 
Hartford Fire... 100 800 815 20 
Hartford S. Boil. 100 840 ion. ae 
Home, N. Y..... 100 660 675 20 
Homestead Fire. 10 65 70 40c 
Import. & Exp.. 25 104 109 14 
Ins. Co. of N. A. 10 86 87 2 | 
Lincoln, N. Y.. 20 96 100 4.50 
Md. Casualty.... 25 181 192 18 
Merchants, com. 28 230 250 x 
Merchants, pfd.. 100 125 tae 7 | 
Metropol. Cas. 25 74 7 4 j 
National, Conn.. 100 970 a | 
National Lib.... .. 195 205 10 
National Union.. 100 320 330 12 
National Surety. 100 330 335 9 | 
New Amster. Cas. 10 74 78 24 
Niagara Fire.... 50 390 ‘22.. oe } 
Northern, N. Y.. 100 400 ... .. | 
North River.... 25 235 Pr 4 
New York Cas 25 120 126 4 
Pacific Fire..... 25 140 150 3.50 | 
Pacific Indem... 50 150 EF 
Pacific Mut. Life 100 850 870 20 
Phoenix, Conn.. 100 780 a | 
Preferred Accid. 100 450 500 23 
Prov.-Wash. .... 100 560 570 14 | 
tRossia ........ 25 177 4179 24 | 
Springfield ..... 100 800 830 16 
Stuyvesant ..... 100 280 aah 6 | 
Travelers ...... 100 1615 1635 16&Ex. | 
United States... 20 295 ... 5.60 | 
U. Ss. F. & G. 50 370 380 18 | 
U. S. Mer. & Sh. 100 320 330 8 
SS See 100 100 ate 6 | 
Westchester 10 72 76 =2.50 | 
TRossia Rts. 16-18. | 
es « 


FIELD CLUB ELECTS 


Forrest Earp of the Glens Falls was 
elected president of the Cook County 
Field Club at that organization’s annual 
meeting last Thursday night. Other 
officers elected were: F. A. Cramsie of 
Trobaugh, Cramsie & Ladt, vice-presi- 
dent, and E. H. Richardson of the Con- 
necticut, secretary-treasurer. 

New members of the executive com- | 
mittee as follows were elected: John 
Hosking, North British & Mercantile; | 
John Walberg, National Union; O. A. 
Clibborn, Travelers Fire, and Frank 
Leonard, Girard Fire & Marine. 

In his address as retiring president, 
W alter Putz of the Niagara urged coop- 
tration of members of the club in ex- | 
changing information on risks and on 
the matter of balance collections. With 
reference to collections Mr. Putz said: 
If the State Board outside Cook county 
can secure the cooperation of its field | 
men in this respect I cannot see why | 











| which J. G. Hubbell is manager, has 
| moved from the Brooks building, Chi- 


this club cannot work out a helpful plan 
in this respect because we all represent 
the same companies represented in that 
organization.” F. Spencer, who re- 
tires as secretary-treasurer, asked for 
the new secretary-treasurer the same co- 
operation that was given during the past 
year and reported the club to be in good 
condition as to membership and 
finances. 


* “* 
BROADCAST 


* 
FARM TALK 


“Matches, Smoking and Open Lights,” 
one of the short radio talks on farm fire 
prevention sponsored by the fire preven- | 
tion department of the Western Actu- 
arial Bureau, will be broadcasted over 


| Station WLS at 12:40 p. m. next Tues- 


day by P. J. V. McKian, insurance edi- 
tor of the Chicago Evening Post and 
news service editor of the fire prevention | 
department of the Bureau. 

os < 
FARM ASSOCIATION MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Farm As- | 
sociation will be held in the Chicago | 
3oard rooms Jan. 18. 

x ee 
NATIONAL INSPECTION MOVES | 


' 


The National Inspection Company, of 


cago, to the Midland building, 176 West 
Adams street. The new quarters are 
larger than the old. 

Mr. Hubbell, who was forced by ill- 


| ness to discontinue active service some 
' months ago, has so far recovered that he 


now is in his office for some time each 
week. 


x * * 
W. W. HEISE OPENS AGENCY 
William W. Heise has resigned as 


Chicago resident manager of the Georgia 
Casualty and has opened his own 
agency, with temporary offices 839 
Insurance Exchange, 
tion of the Insurance Exchange South. 
His assistant is H. L. Damarin, who was 
assistant manager at the Georgia Cas- 
vualtv office. The agency underwriter 
is M. Prussing, also formerly of the 
Georgia Casualty. The new agency rep- 
resents the Sun Indemnity, Central Sur- 
ety of Kansas City, Mo., Fidelity-Phe- 


at 


pending comple- | 








nix, LaSalle Fire and London & Scot- | 


tish. When the agency moves into its 
new quarters a complete claim depart- 
ment will be established. 

* * 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEETING 


The annual meeting of the Phoenix 


nominating committee of Chicago will | 


be held at the Union League Club on 
Friday. There will be the usual lunch- 


eon and the changes in personnel that | 
have taken place in managerial ranks | 


during the past year and those that are 
proposed will be discussed at length. 
x * * 
MeGEE ON EASTERN TRIP 


Edward R. McGee, who since 
spring has been in the Chicago office of 


last | 


William H. McGee & Co., New York | 


marine writing firm of which his father 


| is president, will go to New York City 
| this week with his family to spend the 
| holidays at his father’s home. 


He ex- 
pects to return to Chicago the first week 
in January. 
* * * 
JACOBS STILL AT HOME 


A. S. Jacobs, Chicago and Cook 
county manager of the Queen, is still 
confined to his bed at his home. 1262 
Wilson avenue, Chicago, after suffering 
an attack in his office. His physicians 
are keeping him quiet. feeling that his 
case is yielding to medical treatment. 

x * * 
ROUND TABLE FESTIVITIES 


At the annual Christmas festivities 
of the Knights of the Round Table at 
the Union League Club in Chicago last 


| Saturday, there were present from the 


east Vice-president C. A. Ludlum, Home 
of New York: President Carl Sturhahn 
of the Rossia: John M. Thomas, vice- 
president of the Fire Association. Mr. 
Thomas was presented with a handsome 
vase, due to the fact that he has just 


| left Chicago to take his new position. 


W. E. Higbee of Fred S. James & Co. 
presided. James F. Joseph impersonated 
Santa Claus. W. R. Townley, scribe, 
read some interesting letters from those 
who could not be present. Much inter- 
est is being taken in the forthcoming 
round table celebration in New York, 
Jan. 6 

x * 
co. 


* 


JAMES & NEW LINEUP 


Following the death of Fred S. James 
and Walter E. Miller, members of the 
firm of Fred S. James & Co. of Chicago, 
the reorganization of the office has been 





GEORGE W. BLOSSOM 
President Fred 8. James & Co. 


completed. George W. Blossom, Sr., 
who has been vice-president, is elected 
president of the incorporated firm. 
George W. Blossom, Jr., one of the part- 
ners, was elected a vice-president, shar- 


; enthusiastic endorsement. 


ing the honor with William E. Higbee. 
Charles Buresh continues as secretary. 

Imer J. Schafer, in charge of the 
casualty department for the last two 
years, has acquired an interest in the 
corporation and becomes a director. He 
will continue to give his time chiefly to 
the same classes of business which he 
has been directing. He is well known 
in Chicago. He graduated from North- 
western University and his first employ- 
ment was with Fred S. James & Co., 
starting as a clerk in the casualty depart- 
ment, filing and writing policies. Later 
he became connected with Meeker-Mag- 
ner & Co., becoming a member of that 


firm. He returned to the office of Fred 
S. James & Co. as manager of the cas- 
ualty department. He has served as 


president of the Insurance Club of Chi- 
cago and has given the organization his 
The board of 


| directors of Fred S. James & Co. of Chi- 
| cago now consists of the following: Geo. 


W. Blossom, William E. Higbee, Charles 
Buresh, Geo. W. Blossom, Jr., Karl AX 
King, Francis R. Blossom and Elmer J. 
Schafer. 

Mr. Blossom started in the business in 
Chicago as a clerk in the western depart- 
ment of the Imperial in 1873. 

x * * 
L. W. Grupe, general the 


agent for 


| western department of the Northern As- 


———————— 


' 





surance, will spend the Christmas holi- 
days with friends in Chicago, his former 
home, returning to New York City di- 
rectly thereafter. 

x * * 


Fred B. Luce of Chicago, western man- 
ager of the Providence Washington, has 
arrived home from a trip to the Pacific 


coast. 


Dallas Travelers Club Elects 


DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 21—G. M. Schafer 
was chosen president of the Dallas Trav- 
elers Club at its annual meeting. Donald 
W. Dudley was named vice-president and 
Richard McAfee, secretary. L. P. Fowler 
is the retiring president. Judge C. A. 
Pippen talked on the duties of citizen- 
ship. 
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Confusion as to Similar Names . 
THERE is always confusion when a_ nuendo or telling half the truth leave the 
new insurance company takes a name impression often that the company of 
the same as one already in existence or similar name is the one referred to. 
very similar to it. Sometimes when a Regardless of whether anything ever 


this kind 
NATIONAL 


company reorganizes action of 


is taken. In our opinion the 


CONVENTION OF INSURANCE COMMISSION- 


ERS should as a body frown down on 
this practice. Often one company gets 
into disrepute and the company of a 
similar name has odium cast upon it 
thereby. Agents in the field sometimes 
take undue advantage of similarity in 
names by reflecting on a stronger com- 


pany by inference. Publicity may be 


given to a concern that is detrimental to 
it. Another company of a similar name 


feels the effects. Agents through in- 


More Outside Contacts Needed 


Frre insurance, it seems to us, needs 
to develop more intimate contacts with 
other great businesses. There is an un- 
yielding attitude at times among those 
in control of fire insurance activities that 
is due largely to a lack of understand- 
ing. Very frequently important business 
enterprises have special needs and con- 
ditions. Fire insurance should adapt it- 
self to them just as far as it can. Fire 
insurance should never assume a fixed 
or set attitude. Its practices must keep 
abreast with the times. 

Here and there is a complaint that 
fire insurance meets a situation by con- 
sidering itself only and fails to see the 
standpoint of the assured. Where men 
high in insurance affairs are coming in 


Checking a Troublesome Practice 


SETTLEMENT of the controversy over in- 


land marine coverage promises to check 


a practice which was making inroads on 


the agency business. Fortunately the anti- 


discrimination laws reinforce the rules 
that may be adopted to protect the fire 
coverage. It is ridiculous for the same 


company to give full fire coverage, with 
lines, at a 


for 


additional protection on other 
than it 
The 


their 


lower figure would 


the 


require 


fire alone. anti-discrimination 


laws do not by terms cover inland 


would 
not be hard for insurance departments to 


marine insurance. Nevertheless it 


that brings a disre- 


pute similar names cause endless confu- 


occurs company in 
sion and trouble. 

The NATIONAL 
ANCE COMMISSIONERS as a 


CONVENTION OF INSUR- 


body could 
well take a stand on this question and 
through moral suasion attempt to have 
the | 


taking a 


its own members refuse to approve 
that is 


already 


charter of a company 


name similar to one in the field. 
We believe the 


halt should be called on this practice be- 


time has come When a 


cause it is frequently subject to grave 


abuse. 


personal relationships with other great 
business organizations they find that 
there is much to be learned from a fire 
insurance standpoint in these contacts. 
It seems to us that a few men might 
well begin to study some of the other 
large enterprises and keep in 
close relationship with them. When the 
special problems or demands of these 
activities there is someone in the 
fire insurance business who has a knowl- 
edge of these particular lines and can 


business 


arise 





well act as a spokesman or adviser. We 
need to get rid of the prejudices and rub 
down some of the angularities, thus 


bringing fire insurance into more har- 


monizing relationships with the outside 


world. 


restrain the fire companies by construction 
of the anti-discrimination laws. The prob- 
control the companies. 
companies with marine departments 
not likely to sit back and see their 
fire risks go off their books to the 
that is what they 
would have to do if the anti-discrimination 


lem is to marine 
Fire 
are 
ch vice 
marine 


companies, yet 


laws alone were 
incursions on the fire busi- 
formation of 


inland marine 
The 


to handle this subject adds to the multitude 


ness. a new conference 
but other 
measure would accomplish the purpose 


of insurance organizations no 


relied upon to check the | 


| 
| 
| 





Witte F. Martin of the F. D. 


Kirschberg & Co. agency, St. Louis, | 
had his left leg amputated at St. An- | 
ihony’s Hospital several days ago, but | 
| now convalescent and the doctors in 
charge hope to have him home for the | 
| Christmas holidays. | 

Mr. Martin injured his foot while 
playing golf a few years ago. For a| 
time one of his toes gave him consid- | 
erable trouble but finally it appeared 
to have healed entirely. However, a 
month or so ago he had a relapse and 


leg became necessary. 


mputation of the 


c. A. Ludlum, vice-president of the 


Home of New York, was in Chicago 
week and stayed over for the Round 
festivities at the Union League 


i e 


E. J. McCabe of Decatur, IIl., | 

local agent in that city, was 
led as she drove her car the 
tracks at West Wood street in 
hit by the “Banner Blue 
evidently | 


wiie ota 


across 


citv, being 
She was blinded by 
he sun. 


Limited.” 
t 

William C. Moulton of Pittsfield, ! 
Mass., president of the Massachusetts 
Association of Insurance Agents, died 
last week after an illness of a month. 
He was 54. He was a member of the 
local agency firm of Stevenson & Co. 
Mr. Moulton was active in politics and 
had been mayor of Pittsfield and a mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts senate. 

F. P. Ward, of the class of 1925, Shef- 
field Scientific School, Yale University, 
later of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and _ recently connected 
with the Localized Advertising Corpo- 
ration of Detroit, has just entered the 
publicity department of the Aetna Fire 
as a special copywriter 


Ben C. Hyde, ins 


of Missouri, who 


commissioner 
suffered a stroke of 
apoplexy several months ago, is im- 
proving quite rapidly at Mineral Wells, 
Tex. He seems to be well on the wav 
to recovery and the doctors say it is 
only a question of a short time until he 
will be completely recovered. It is ex- 
pected that Mr. Hyde will soon be back 
at his office and able to give considera- 
tion to the problems which come up for 
his attention. 


urance 


James J. Kane of Minneapolis, state 
agent of the Norwich Union Fire in 
Minnesota and the two Dakotas, is seri- 
ously ill with kidney affliction at St. 
Joseph’s hospital in St. Paul. W. M. 


| to face 































F. H. 


Minneapolis Ag 


WAGNER 
ent Who Died 


sett, president of the Firemen’s. He had 
an uniriendly crowd. Mr. Wag- 
ner had the respect and esteem of the 
members but they were opposed to him, 
He put up a valiant fight and was much 
moved in his recital of the events lead- 
ing to the conflict between the National 
association and Mr. Bassett. 

Mr. Wagner started his insurance 
career as a clerk in the head office of the 
old German of Freeport, Ill. Later on 
when he established a local agency in 
Minneapolis he represented the German, 
but owing to some friction between him 
and the home office the relationship was 
severed, although Mr. Wagner until the 
company went into the hands of a re- 
ceiver was a stockholder. When Bern- 
ard Cramer organized the old German 
of Peoria, he induced Mr. Wagner to 
go there and he became its first secre- 
tary. Mr. Wagner was the uncle of H. 
D. Wagner of Chicago, well known gen- 
eral adjuster for the Employers Liabil- 
ity. 

Dale R. Schilling, associate editor of 
the “Insurance Field” at its head office 
in Louisville, has resigned to go into the 
life business in Missouri with his father. 
Julian . Net ars of Chicago, son of 
Thomas Weddell, associate editor in 
that lg has gone to the Louisville 
office to do editorial work. Julian Wed- 
dell has had considerable insurance 
newspaper experience, having been con- 





Frink, western general agent, went to 
Minneapolis from New York, but no 
one was permitted to see Mr. Kane. He 
was reported as improving early this 
week, but at the end of last week his 
condition was regarded as very critical. 


F. H. Wagner, former president of the 
Minneapolis Board, who was a member 
of its executive committee and one of 
the oldtime local agents in Minneapolis, 
died suddenly Wednesday night last 
week. At one time he was a member 
of the firm of Christian & Wagner, but 
about 25 years ago the firm dissolved, 
Mr. Wagner taking the companies be- 
longing to the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau. Mr. Wagner’s agency was known 
as the F. H. Wagner Agency. His son, 
Louis B. Wagner, was vice-president 
and secretary of the agency. Mr. Wag- 
ner was one of the early members of 
the Minnesota State Association of In- 
surance Agents and was prominent in 
the convention of the National associa- 
tion. 

The members of the National associa- 
tion remember his courageous stand. at 
the Des Moines convention a number of 


years ago when he went to the platform | 


to defend his old time Neal Bas- 


friend, 


nected with the “Spectator” and the Chi- 
cago “Evening Post.” 


vice-president and 


Milton Dargan, ne 


treasurer of Dargan, Venable. & Whit- 
tington of Atlanta, has been elected 
president of the chamber of commerce 
of that city. He is the son of Milton 


Dargan, southern manager of the Royal. 


Mr. and Mrs. Percy Putnam of Or 
lando, Fla., celebrated their 25th wed- 
ding anniversary by holding a reception 
for members of the Orlando puddle 0 
the Florida Blue Goose. Mr. Putnam 1s 
| state agent in Florida for the Standard 
| Fire of Hartford, and is past most loyal 


| gander of the Florida pond. The gan- 

| ders presented Mr. and Mrs. Putnam 

| with a beautiful gift. 

| Stacey W. Wade of Durham, N. C, 
vice-president of the Home Mortgage 
Company of that city, formerly North 

| Carolina insurance commissioner, and 

| Joseph W. Walt of Los Angeles, presi 


dent of the Union Automobile, California 
Union Fire and Union Automobile Club 
of California, have been ele cted direc- 
tors of the Bankers National Life of Jer- 
City. 


| sey 
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The entire organization of the America 73 
< 
a 


Fore group join in sending greetings to 
our agents throughout the Country. 
A 
We recognize that our prosperity is linked 
up with yours and that our success has 
been due to the effort and loyalty of the 


local agent. 


May the coming year be a most pros- 
perous one for you and we assure you 
that the America Fore organiza- 
tion stands ready and anxious to 


help you make it so. 


AMERICAN EAGLE FIDELITY-PHENIX 


he CONTINENTAL FIRSTAMERICAN 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
Eighty Maiden Lane, New York.NY. 


ERNEST STURM,Chairman of the Boards 
PAUL L.HAID,President 


NEW YORK MONTREAL 
CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 
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OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA | 











IN BUSINESS SIXTY YEARS 


Wolf Insurance Agency of Fremont, O., 
Will Celebrate Its Anniversary 
Jan. 6, 1928 


The Wolf Insurance Agency of Fre- 
mont, O., will in 1929 celebrate its 60th 
anniversary in the insurance business at 
Fremont. The late Stephen Wolf en- 
tered the local business there Jan. 6, 
1868, and upon his death the agency was 
taken over by his son, Scott S. Wolf. 
Now Carl S. G. Wolf, a grandson, is 
connected with the office, making three 
generations of service in one family. It 
makes this office probably one of the 
oldest in Ohio run by one family. They 
have done much advertising for the com- 
ing year in honor of the celebration. 
It is a strictly Union agency, having 
Unionized April 1, 1904, making it one 
of the oldest Union agencies in Ohio. 
They have never represented a mutual 
company in the entire 60 years. They are 
receiving the congratulations of their 
many friends throughout the state, as 
Scott S. Wolf is also well known as an 
independent adjuster, covering north- 
western Ohio. 


OHIO DIRECTORY IS ISSUED 





New Edition of Insurance Handbook 
Comes from the Press of The 
National Underwriter 





The 1927 edition of the Underwriters’ 

Handbook of Ohio was recently sent 
out to subscribers by THE NATIONAL UN- 
DERWRITER. 
The Ohio Handbook contains almost 
1,000 pages, in which are included a com- 
plete list of companies authorized to do 
business in the state, special and gen- 
eral agents as well as local agents. The 
list of agents is arranged alphabetically 
by cities and towns, showing compa- 
nies they represent. In addition to this 
data there are lists showing the ad- 
justers, fire chiefs, state and _ special 
agents, general agents and statistics of 
premiums and losses in the state for 
the past six years, as well as other use- 
ful compilations. 

The book will be very useful to 
agency developers who are laying out 
their plans for 1928, and may be ob- 
tained from The National Underwriter 
Company, 420 East Fourth Street, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, at the regular cost of 
$7.50 per copy. 


Ohio Tax Case Up Jan. 7 


The hearing of the suit brought by the 
Metropolitan Life, acting for itself and 
other life insurance companies, to pre- 
cede the collection of the additional % 
of 1 percent tax, which was provided at 
the session of the legislature last winter, 
is to come up before the common pleas 
court in Columbus Jan. 7. 


Big Lacquer Loss at Cleveland 


A loss of $250,000 was caused to the 
plant of the E. J. Hauserman Company 
at Cleveland when a broken electric light 
bulb ignited spray from a lacquer gun. 
Three barrels of lacquer exploded, scat- 
tering the flaming liquid over the plant. 

The emergency power house, storage 
house, repair shops and other buildings 
of the C. D. & M. Electric Railway Com- 
pany near Delaware, O., were destroyed 
by fire this week. The loss is estimated 
at about $100,000 on the structures and 
$400,000 on the machinery. The building 
was formerly a paper mill and had been 
standing for 75 years. 





DOUBTFUL POINTS CLEARED 


West 
Companies on Ownership of Expi- 
rations and Sole Agency Question 


NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Local agents 
throughout West Virginia continue to 
be exercised over the new commission 
arrangement submitted to them a short 
time ago by the West Virginia Unifor- 
mity Association, certain aspects of 
which apparently are not clearly under- 
stood and about which they are corre- 
sponding with their companies. The 
fear is held in a number of quarters that 
acceptance of the new arrangement will 
nullify both the ownership of expirations 
and the sole agency representation 
pledges or the affiliated companies, and 
until assured on both of these important 
questions a considerable number of the 
local men have declined to sign the new 
agreement. 

They are being reassured by their 
companies upon both points. The re- 
vised agreement simply changes the 
commission basis where an agent repre- 
sents both affiliated and non-affiliated 
offices from the existing flat 20 percent 
to 10 percent. Should an agent elect 
to clear he will receive the former rate, 
while the latter applies should he decide 
to write for both association and non- 
association institutions. 


Death of D. B. Meyer 


D. B. Meyer, oldest member of the Cin- 
cinnati Fire Underwriters’ Association 
and oldest man in point of insurance 
service in Cincinnati, died last Thurs- 


Virginia Agents Assured by | 





NEWS BY STATES 


day. Mr. Meyer was 84 years old. For 
the past several years he has been with 
the W. A. Earls agency. He began his 
insurance career as assistant sercretary 
of the Germania Fire in 1865, later be- 
came secretary and served in that posi- 
tion until the Germania was reinsured 
by the German-American. At that time 
he established a local agency of his own. 


D. T. Hiser Seriously Injured 


D. T. Hiser, well known local agent of 
Greenfield, O., who was injured in an 
automobile accident a few days ago, is 
reported to be in a serious condition. He 
is a member of the Ohio legislature. 


Myers to Be Safety Director 


Robert Myers of Akron, O., superin- 
tendent of the branch office of the Ohio 
Inspection Bureau in that city, is sched- 
uled to be Akron safety director under 
the new city administration. Mr. Myers 
was a Democratic candidate for mayor 
in 1923. 


Ohio Notes 


Harry Callan has been chosen fire 
chief of Youngstown, O., to succeed Jo- 
seph Wallace, who has been chief for 15 
years. The change is made by the new 
city administration. 

Damage estimated upward of $100,000 
Was caused by a fire at Wakeman, O., 
the blaze for a time threatening the en- 
tire village. Norwalk sent a pumper to 
help fight the flames. The losers in the 
fire included Harry Stoll, grocery; Clif- 
ford Campbell, restaurant; Burke’s gen- 
eral store, postoffice, telephone office. 
The Burke store was the heaviest loser 
in the fire. The Wakeman Bank build- 
ing was damaged by smoke. 

Fire which started from an overheated 
furnace Sunday destroyed the Dieck of- 
fice building at Sidney, O. Among the 
losers in the fire were: Vertner Hard- 
ware Company, T. Custenborder & 
Co., grain dealers; H. T. Reuse & Son, 
insurance; Richman, Neville Co.; Losra- 
mos Cigar Company; Hess & Hess, law 
offices; J. BE. Russell, law office; Charles 
Hess, justice of the peace, and the Sid- 
ney Clothing Company. The loss is 
placed at more than $200,000. Piqua and 
Wapakoneta fire departments send aid. 
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OBSTACLES TO STATE FUND 
Administrative Procedure in Restoring 
Fund Plan in Michigan Difficult 
to Determine 


MICH., Dec. 


LANSING, 21.—Al- 
though Charles W. Foster, secretary of 
the state administrative board, an- 


nounced last week that action is soon 
to be taken by the board toward rein- 
stating the state fire fund, which was 
allowed to lapse by the last administra- 
tion, Michigan insurance men are ad- 
mittedly puzzled as to the procedure to 
be followed by the present administra- 
tive leaders. 

The difficulty lies in the fact that the 
last legislature failed to make any pro- 
vision for contributions to the fund in 
the budgets of the various institutions 
and departments which have insurable 
property. Should the board act now to 
reinstate the fund it is pointed out that 
money would have to be withdrawn from 
the general fund in order to set up the 
separate allowance to meet fire losses. 
Then, if the amounts budgeted by the 
legislature in its appropriations were al- 


lowed the various institutions by the | 


board, a deficit would be created. 
Through its discretionary powers, the 
board might refuse to turn over certain 
portions of appropriated funds for each 
institution and this amount could be 
credited to the fire fund. A supreme 
court decision of a few years ago, how- 
ever, is believed to have greatly limited 
the board’s powers in this respect and 
there is some question whether funds 
could be withheld in this way against 
the will of the governmental divisions to 
which they were allotted by the legis- 
lature. In view of the fact that insti- 





tutional budgets were pared to the limit 
by the last legislature and subsequently 
by the governor, through his veto power, 
any further paring to create a fire fund 
might cause resentment and litigation, 
it is agreed. 

Gov. Green has several times an- 
nounced himself as in favor of restoring 
the fire fund, as the state has about $40,- 
000,000 worth of uninsured property, it 
is estimated. The governor asked for 
and obtained a full report from the in- 
surance department as to the status of 
the old fund. The attitude of the previ- 
ous administration was that the fire fund 
constituted a useless duplication of cler- 
ical work and set up a non-working ac- 
cumulation of cash which might as well 
be in the general fund. 


Volunteer Department’s Good Record 


HART, MICH., Dec. 21—An _ unusual 
record for a volunteer fire department 
has been established here the past 13 
years, it was disclosed recently, when 
a resume of fires over that period showed 
that only one serious blaze has been 
recorded in Hart during that time. The 
one exception to the general rule was a 
fire that destroyed the Hart Lumber 
Company property in 1914. In that case, 
the fire obtained too great headway be- 
fore an alarm was turned in and it was 
impossible to save the buildings. Since 
that time, however, the volunteer de- 
partment has been promptly on the job 
following every alarm and losses have 
bene held to a minimum. It is said that 
despite its volunteer character the de- 
partment is seldom longer than two min- 
utes getting away from the fire station. 


Illinois Fire Marshal’s Warning 
With eight deaths reported so far this 
year in Illinois from dry cleaning in the 
home with gasoline, naphtha and ben- 


zine, State Fire Marshal S. L. Legreid 
has inaugurated a campaign to discour- 





age the practice of dry cleaning at hom, 
with volatile liquids. It is one of his 
first official acts since assuming th, 
office. 

The use of lighted candles and inflam. 
mable decorations on Christmas trees 
such as cotton and tissue papers, is not 
only frowned on, but is prohibited a 
public Christmas celebrations, according 
to announcement by State Fire Marsha| 
Legreid. 

The fire marshal announced that he 
will proceed against anyone using 
lighted candles on a tree at a public cele. 
bration and strongly urges parents to 
follow his advice in celebrations in the 
home. He also cautions against the prae. 
tice of using lighted candles in windows; 
because of the danger of lace curtains 
and shades catching fire. 


Heavy Loss at Moline 


Fire last week destroyed a _ theater, 
four stores and offices in the heart of 
the downtown section of Moline, Ill. The 
total loss was estimated at $100,000, 

The fire was of rather mysterioys 
origin and local and state fire authorities 
are making an investigation. The scene 
of the fire was but two blocks from fire 
headquarters, but the flames had made 
such a headway before the firemen ar. 
rived they were unable to save any part 
of the building. 

For several years Moline has expe. 
rienced a disastrous fire in its business 
district in the Christmas season. 


Indiana Field Men on Sick List 


Paul V. Chivington, formerly Indiana 
state agent of the Westchester, is re. 
covering nicely from an appendicitis op. 
eration at the St. Vincent’s hospital ip 
Indianapolis. Among others of Indiana 
field men now on the sick list are A. W, 
Lewis of the Norwich Union, P. J. Heffer. 
nan of the Sun and W. J. Henshaw of 
the Commercial Union. 


ey || SS 








Professor Addresses Agents 


INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 21—Prof. Fred 
V. Chew of the school of commerce and 
finance at Indiana University was the 
principal speaker at the monthly lunch- 
eon of the Indianapolis Fire Insurance 
Agents Association on Tuesday. He has 
recently made an interesting study of 
local agency practices in Indiana, in- 
cluding the matter of incorporating 
agencies and he has a lot of interesting 
material with which to address a group 
of local agents. 


New Indianapolis Agency 


Smith Brothers Insurance Agency is 
a new local agency in Indianapolis. The 
incorporators are C. E. Smith, R. E 
Smith, William H. Smith, George Hausz, 
Edward Borne, Jr., and Henry Brunig, 
all former representatives of the Federal 
Automobile Insurance Association, 2 
reciprocal of Indianapolis. 


Few Agency Accounts Outstanding 


INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 21—‘“Get in So- 
and-So’s balance and your slate will be 
clean,” was the telegram received Mon- 
day by the state agent of one of the fire 
companies among the leaders as to pre- 
mium volume in Indiana. The state 
agent of another big company’s farm de- 
partment said he had only one unpaid 
agency account remaining and hoped to 
get this in by the end of the year. These 
cases are typical of many other field 
men’s experience and the general opinion 
is that agency balances are being pretty 
well taken care of this year. There has 
been considerable house-cleaning by 
some field men the past 12 months and 
a lot of chronic delinquents have been 
dropped. The tendency appears to be 
to tighten up on collections and to de- 
velop a better condition along this line. 
“Cultivate the good agents and get rid 
of the undesirables” is the policy that is 
growing in popularity. 


Big Loss at Onaway, Mich. 


Onaway, Mich., whose chief industry, @ 
steering-wheel manufacturing concern, 
was swept away by fire a few years ag0, 
was hit by another disastrous blaze dur- 
ing the past week when two blocks in 
the business section were leveled, de 
stroying the postoffice, a theater and 4 
grocery store and damaging several other 
buildings. It is not believed that any of 
the companies were hit by the blaze as 
it has been reported on good authority 
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SECURITY FIRE 
INSURANCE CO. 


of Davenport, Iowa 


Commenced Business 1883 











Are Your Clients 
Worth 15c Apiece? 


Silly question perhaps! But sometimes 
15c spent in the right way keeps a client 
your client. 


A little service now and then is your best 
insurance against loss of clients. And that 
is just why the ‘‘Accurate Record of My 
Insurance Policies’? Book was designed. 


QUAN 


il 


Give one to each of your clients so that he 
will have a place to keep a record of his 
insurance. They cost but 15c apiece in 
lots of 100, and this includes your name 
printed on the front cover! 


Fifteen cents spent in time may pay 1000°, 
dividends. This little book is a business 
builder. Send for a sample NOW! 


Accurate Loose-Leaf Co., 8! Nassau Street, New York City, N. Y. N. U. 12-22 
Gentlemen: My Clients are worth l5c, all right I'm interested in your Book to Live Policy- 
holder which cost nly $15.00 per 100 with my name printed on the cover. Send me a sample copy 
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that all carriers canceled out of the town 
after the big factory fire. The latest 
blaze is said to have started in the thea- 
ter, from an unknown cause, and then to 
have jumped across the main street to 
the post office. A temperature near zero 


prevailing at the time hampered the 
efforts of volunteer firemen who _ suc- 
ceeded, however, in saving the residen- 


tial district 


Michigan Agencies Incorporate 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 21—Two new 
companies with insurance agency powers 
were incorporated the past week. The 
Kamil Management Company of Detroit 
is capitalized at $1,500, empowered to do 


a real estate and insurance business. In- 
corporators are J. G. Kamil, Charles F. 
Kull and Joseph L. Ruby, all of Detroit. 


R. B. Hopkin & Co., Dearborn, is capital- 
ized at $10,000 Its ineorporators are 
Robert B. Hopkin, Detroit; Frederick W 
Corbett and James F. Larkin, both of 
Dearborn 


Call Halt on Reciprocal 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 21—Notification 
that operations of the International In- 
surance Exchange, an unlicensed recipro- 


cal with offices in Detroit, must cease 
immediately was given Allen Campbell, 
attorney for the exchange, in a peremp- 
tory letter from the Michigan depart- 
ment last week The department is still 
conducting an investigation of the ex- 
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change’s operations, which, it was dis. 
closed, had progressed to the point where 
agents had been appointed and were 
sending in applications for automobile 
insurance, which, with general fire coy- 


erage, were to be written by the organi. 
zation. The reciprocal was backed by 
officers of two organizations promoting 
fur-farming and shareholders in the fur. 
producing concerns were being circular. 
ized for their insurance coverage, which 


was promised at rates far under stock 
company schedules. 
Michigan Notes 
Morris DeLisle was arrested at La- 
peer, Mich., this week by a representa- 
tive of the fire marshal’s office on a 
charge of arson in connection with the 


burning of his father’s house near King’s 


Mills. It was intimated that several] 
| other arrests will follow in the same 
case. 

A fire protection association will be 
formed at Decatur, Mich., as the result of 
the purchase this week by the village 
council of a community fire truck. The 
new truck is a .500-gallon pumper 


| equipped with 


| destroyed, 


| County 


1,200 feet of hose, chemi- 
cal tank. ladders, hooks, axes and other 
fire fighting necessities. 

The plant of the “Osceola 
Herald” at Reed City, Mich., was 
damaged to the extent of more than 
$10,000 by fire the past week. Wooden 
floors of the structure were completely 
but the fireproof walls and 
remained intact Machinery was 


newspaper 


roof 


| ruined when the floors gave way. Origin 


\ 


of the fire was not determined. 
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CARL E. HILBERT IS 


Was Veteran Wisconsin Field Man and 
Head cf Prominent Local Agency 
in Milwaukee 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 21.—Carl E. 
Hilbert, 56, president of the Hilbert & 
Baerwald Co., one of the most promi- 
nent agencies in Wisconsin, died at his 
home in He was 


Milwaukee last week. 





CARL EF. HILBERT 


stricken with a heart attack in Septem- 
ber and never left the house alver that. 
His death, while not unexpected, brought 
sorrow to the field men in Wisconsin 


He became state agent for the Orient in 


1896, and in 1900 state agent for the 
London & Lancashire fleet, which he 
represented in Wisconsin since that 
time. 

It was a remarkable coincidence that 


two of the oldest field men in Wisconsin 


in point of service died within a few 
hours of each other. Emil A. Rade- 
macher, state agent for the Home for 27 
vears, died the same night at a sani- 
tarium in Waukesha, Wis. 

Mr. Hilbert graduated from the law 
school of the University of Wisconsin 
and was admited to the Wisconsin bar, 
specializing in insurance law. In 1896 


he joined with Charles H. Baerwald in 
forming the insurance agency which 
thev built up to its present level. 


DEAD | 





He was active in both field men’s and 
local agents’ organizations. He was gen- 
eral chairman of Wisconsin Insurance 
Day this year. He had been president 


of the field men in Wisconsin prior to 
| the division, for two terms. He had 
been vice-president of the Wisconsin 
Association of Insurance Agents and 
last year served on the entertainment 
committee. 

He was one of the founders of the 


| morning 


Blue Goose and was a past most loyal 
gander of the Wisconsin Home Nest 
He also belonged to the Underwriters 
\ssociation of the Northwest and the 
National Fire Protection Association. 

Funeral services were held Saturday 
with burial in Calvary ceme- 
tery, Milwaukee. There were present 
from the London & Lancashire western 
department at Chicago, Manager Chas. 
FE. Dox, Agency Superintendent Car! 
Claussen and Assistant Agency Super- 
intendent P. C. Metzger. 


WISCONSIN MUTUALS’ ELECT 


Commissioner Freedy Tells Them Non- 
Assessable Plan Violates Basic 
Principles of Business 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 21.—Commis- 
sioner Milton A. Freedy told the Wis- 
consin State Association of Mutual In- 
surance Companies at the annual meet- 
ing here, after reviewing the showing 
made by fire and casualty mutuals in 
Wisconsin: 


‘The strength of a mutual lies in its 


assessment possibilities, and the non- 
assessable feature violates the _ basic 
| principle of mutual insurance.” 

George A. Jacobs, Janesville, was 


elected president; George Janssen, May- 
ville, vice-president; Theodore R. 
Schmidt, Kewaskum, secretary; John 
Bauernfeind, Sheboygan Falls, treasurer. 
Directors include the officers and Julius 
Lambrecht, Milwaukee; W. M. Wil- 
linger, Manitowoc, and H. A. Wrucke, 
Campbellsport. 

Speakers on the program _ included 
Mayor Hoan of Milwaukee, H. P. Jan- 
isch, general manager Mutual Insurance 
Alliance, Chicago; Harry P. Cooper, 
secretary of the National Association o! 

| Mutual Insurance Companies, Craw- 
fordsville, Ind.; Peter Steinkellner, Mil- 
waukee fire chief; A. L. Sperry, counsel 
for the Minnesota Federation of Mutual 
Insurance Companies, Owatonna, Minn.; 
| Burton S. Flagg, president of the Fed- 
eration of Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
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panies, Andover, Mass.; Joseph Schif- 
fer, Nurnberg, Schiffler & Co., Milwau- 
kee adjusters; N. C. Lerdahl, Madison, 
and George Nichols, manager Wiscon- 
sin Inspection Bureau. 


Tt. F. HAGAN TAKES NEW POST 


Is Appointed Agency Field Representa- 
tive of Underwriters Agency— 
Plans Program 


The Underwriters Agency of Milwau- 
kee announces the appointment of 
Thomas F. Hagan as its agency field 
representative. He will act for its gen- 
eral agency companies. 

Mr. Hagen is an experienced ageney 
man, having served 14 years as chief 
underwriter in the home office of one 
of the large insurance companies and 
was special agent in Wisconsin for the 
Commercial Union and the Phoenix of 
London for seven years. He is fa- 
miliar with the Wisconsin situation and 
has personal acquaintance with a great 
many Wisconsin agents. He will be a 


valuable asset to the Underwriters 
Agency in taking care of the agency 
work. 


Mr. Hagen is busy mapping out his 
program. It will be his aim not only 
to become acquainted with the agency 
plant already developed but to make 
many new agency appointments for the 
casualty and fire companies. 

The Underwriters Agency is the gen- 
eral agent for the Union Automobile of 
Los Angeles and the Underwriters Cas- 
yalty for automobile insurance. For fire 
insurance it represents the Importers & 
Exporters of New York, the British 
America and others. 


Wisconsin Blue Goose Party 


The Wisconsin Blue Goose is planning 


to hold a stag party Dec. 27 at Hilgen 
Spring Park, Cedarburg, a short way 
north of Milwaukee. The ganders will 
leave Milwaukee at 5 o'clock that eve- 


Dinner will 
of entertain- 


ning over the electric line. 
be served and a program 
ment will be given. The committee in 
charge consists of Art Telin, Charles 
Rupprecht and Tom McQueen 


Improve Racine Protection 
RACINE, WIS., 21.—This 
contemplating the of a 


city is 
1,000- 


Dec 
purchase 


gallon-per minute pumping engine, ac- 
cording to Chief Clarence Gillen Racine 
is well equipped with apparatus which 


is qualified to meet any emergency which 
may arise in higher buildings in the 
city and the new equipment, when pur- 


chased, will add to the efficiency of 
the department. The department now 
includes three 750-gallon-per-minute 
pumpers that have demonstrated they 
ean throw a high stream 
Talks on Use and Occupancy 

MILWAUKEE, Dec. 21—Use and occu- 
pancy coverage should be written in the 


coinsurance form, L. E. Hilgemann of 
the Leedom, Miller & Noyes agency told 


members of the Milwaukee Board at last 
week’s meeting. Mr Hilgemann dis- 
cussed the various forms and laid par- 
ticular stress on the U. and O. He has 
made a close study of this form 

L. C. Dobbert and H. Potratz of the 


Dobbert & Potratz agency, recently 
opened, were elected to membership. 

A campaign to have all of its members 
join the Milwaukee Automobile Club is 
under way, sponsored by the Milwaukee 


Board. The agents are asked to join the 
club as the best way to conserve their 
interests on automobile insurance and 


legislation. William Calhoun and Robert 
Dy a . . 
Pittelkow have the campaign in charge 


School Brings Results 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 21.—The fourth 
annual fire prevention school conducted 
by the association of commerce ended 
last week The school this year was 


‘arger in attendance than any previous 
one. There were 141 Milwaukee indus- 
tries represented at the school and the 


number registered was 1,736 men and 
women. The average attendance at the 
School sessions was 800 In 1926 the 
total attendance was 1,588 men and 


women from 132 Milwaukee concerns. 
werank Daniel, chief engineer of the 
‘Sconsin Inspection bureau and chair- 





man of the fire prevention section of the 
association of commerce commented on 
the school.: “While the results cannot 
be measured in dollars and cents, there 
is a decreasing number of lives lost in 
fires in Milwaukee since the school was 
inaugurated. The property loss is being 
reduced every year now, and during 
1927 there has not been a bad fire. Let- 
ters are being received by chief of the 
Milwaukee fire department from ordinary 
citizens, pointing out fire hazards in 
their vincinities This proves that the 
fire prevention idea has taken hold and 
is being fostered.” 

Test Proves Success 

MILWAUKEE, Dec. 21 

hazard on top of the new 
Schroeder hotel, the tallest building in 
Milwaukee, is reduced to a minimum 


The fire 


25-story 


through the ability to get sufficient 
water pressure from the pumpers of the 
Milwaukee fire department A test was 
made last Sunday morning, with a 
pumper made in the shops of the Mil- 
waukee fire department and with one 
made by an ontside concern Both 
pumpers were able to provide sufficient 
pressure 

The Schroeder hotel was built by 
Walter Schroeder, prominent insurance 
man of Milwaukee, who operates the 
string of Schroeder hotels 

St. Paul Veteran Dies 

ST. PAUL, Dec. 2i—John S. Whitacre, 
for many years engaged in the insurance 
business here, is dead at the age of 81 
He was one of the founders of the firm 
of Hughson & Whitacre, from which he 
retired several years ago A son, E. R 
Whitacre, is now active head of the firm. 





Minneapolis Board Annual Dinner 


MINNEAPOLIS, Dee. 21—The annual 
dinner meeting of the Minneapolis Board 
of Underwriters will be held Jan. 9, ac- 
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cording to announcement made by P. H purely to insure proper prosecution of 
Ware, manager. Three directors will be | the appeal and does not contemplate any 
elected at that time | damages or possible loss of premiums. 

' The transcript of the record in the 
| Kansas courts is in course of preparation 
by the clerk of the supreme court and 
| should be completed before the first of 


Wisconsin Notes 


G. A. Strasen, president of the Wiscon- 





Sin State Fire Prevention Association, | the year 
has announced a meeting of the execu- 
tive committee in Milwaukee Jan. 3 | 
Under the auspices of the city council | Lincoln Has Another Bad Loss 
and with the Business Men's and the : = saline i , 
Kiwanis clubs cooperating, the Wiscon- LIN‘ OLN, NEB., Dec. 21—The third de- 
sin State Fire Prevention Association | Structive fire in the business section of 
will inspect Portage, Jan. 18 Lincoln since winter set in occurred 
Byron K Olinger, special agent in early Sunday morning, when the interior 
Wisconsin for the Connecticut Fire, has of the DeBrown Automobile Company at 
returned to his work after being ill for } 1717-21 O street was gutted. The damage 
several days. His son has also been con- | will exceed $75,000, but Mr. DeBrown 
fined, due to illness thinks it is entirely covered by insur- 
A $12,000 fire broke out late on the ance The company lost 14 automobiles, 
night of De« 16 in the business section | nine of them new, and 35 cars stored on 
of Wyocena Wis It required the serv- | upper floors were more or less damaged 
ices of fire departments from five sur- | by smoke, water or heat At the Van- 
rounding towns to subdue the fire rhe | Sickle Paint Company fire the loss was 
postoffice, a community flour mill and a $47.000 i. ach tons od Pty H ng entry 
merchandise warehouse were totally de- : ane at that of the ardy Furni- 
stroved ture Company $180,000, practically all the 
en loss being footed by the insurance m 
Minnesota Notes 
Paul A. Enck has opened a fire agency ss 
in Minneapolis under the name of Paul St. Joseph Election 
. Enck Ine Offices are in the Baker ST. JOSEPH. Mo Sins 21—The 8t 
vuilding ; Joseph Underwriters Association elected 
setae Eaeeare nae oe Pl of ae oticers for the coming na eens 
.polis will be held Jan. 24. The event | ‘@8t Week. William Abramson, who is 
ss * a “4 nt nge th t Ibert S Gq 7 
will mark the 60th anniversary of the , “'S? t Albert S. McGhee agency, is the 
founding of the association new president. Loren H. Garlichs was 
. ected ecreta 
George E. Leach, mayor of Minneapo- . 5 hd 
lis, is one of three incorporators of the —_ —_ 
Northside Insurance Agency, capitalized : : . 
at $10,000. His associates in the business New Local Boards in Missouri 
will be Paul C. Hartig and Bert G. Lind- Two additional local boards were or- 
vall ganized the past week by B. J. Fraden- 
The automatic sprinkler system at the burg, president of the Missouri Associa 
warehouse of the Consumers’ Wholesale | tion of Insurance Agents, and Wilbur FP, 
Supply Co. in Minneapolis 00, See Maring, Jr., secretary of the association 
water at the time the building burned @| 4+ Trenton, a board was organized with 
year ago, causing one of the heaviest ; os 4 
losses in the Twin Cities in recent years. | '®" Original members. The officers are 
This fact was brought out at a bank- | Court P. Allen, president, Alfred B. Mun- 
ruptey hearing Soon after the fire the | *€¥, Vice-president, and A. H. Drummond 
company went into receivership secretary-treasurer 








KANSAS HAIL RATES FILED 


7.15 to 8.19 Percent—Not Yet Ap- 
proved by Department 


TOPEKA, KANS., Dec. 21.—In fil- 
ing the new hail schedule for Kansas 
with the insurance department, the com- 
panies show that the average rates for 
the state at present are 7.15 percent 
while the new schedule will make the 
rates an average of 8.19 percent for the 
entire state. In the showing to support 
the schedule the companies set out the 
experience for 13 years and show that 
the loss ratio was 68.52 percent for those 
years. On the same basis for 1928 the 
loss ratio under the new rates would be 
59.79 per cent. 

The commissioner is not going to ap- 
prove the new schedule right away, as 
he wants to confer with representatives 
of the three big farm organizations rela- 


tive to the new rates Commissioner 
Baker also wants to know from the 
companies the reason for some of the 
changes, as a number of counties are 


transferred to higher rated zones. 
The companies had terrific hail losses 


in 1927. According to information 
available here the lowest loss ratio was 
90 percent and it went up to 200 per 
cent in some instances 


Inspection Work Bears Fruit 


As an example of some of the effective 
work being done by representatives of 
the various state fire prevention associa- 
tions in the matter of safeguarding pub- 
lic interests, what has been accomplished 


at Anderson, Mo. (in the heart of the 
Ozarks), through the activity of C. H 
Mahn of Kansas City, a member of the 


executive committee of the Missouri State 
Fire Prevention Association, is cited 
During a recent visit to Anderson, Mr 
Mahn conducted a single handed inspec- 
tion of the schools of the town. A num- 
ber of defects were found, which were 
brought to the attention of Superintend- 








ent W. Irwin Pearman of the Anderson 
consolidated schools A few days ago, 
Mr. Mahn received a letter from Super- 


Increase Average for Entire State From | 


At a meeting of 20 local agents in 
— ee ___ = Hannibal, preliminary steps were taken 
in the organization of a local associa- 
IN THE. MISSOURI VALLEY tion J. W. Plowman was elected as the 
4 temporary head of the organization. The 
a = - organization will be completed within 
the next week or two 
intendent Pearman, saying that “all the | While in the northern part of the state 
serious defects in the condition of our | Mr. Fradenburg and Mr. Maring held a 
building, which you pointed out during | meeting with the local board at Mob- 
your recent visit, were remedied within erly Conferences with agents were held 
three days after you were here.” The jin Macon and Chillicothe in both of which 
school official emphasizes the fact that | towns it is expected that boards will be 
the recommendations made were cheer- | Organized later 
fully complied with and said he would 


Blue Goose Christmas Party 

LOUIS, Dec. 21—The annual Christ- 
party of the Mississippi Valley Blue 
| Goose was held Monday with former Cir- 


e pleased to receive any additional sug- 
restions along the line of fire prevention 
ind safety deemed which 
vould be gladly complied with, so far as 


possible 


ST 


mas 


necessary, 


cuit Attorney Lawrence McDaniel as the 
r “ orator. J Burr Taylor, secretary of the 
Push Farm Fire Prevention Missouri State Fire Prevention Associa- 
By the appointment of Rosse Case of | tion, had been named by Most Loyal 
Marion as chairman of the farm com Gander George Steinkamp as chairman 
mittee new impetus has been given fire of the day, while Earl Thomas of the 
prevention on the farm by the Kansas | Queen and William Jack of the Acme 
State Fire Prevention Association. The Agency were in charge of the program 
Kansas committee, which was organized Paul W. Terry, manager of the Mis- 
under the leadership of Lloyd L. Gaines souri Inspection Bureau, who was re- 
has been a leader in promoting fire pre- | cently named deputy most loyal grand 
vention on the farm Mr. Case is plan gander for Missouri and Arkansas, was 
ning for a comprehensive inspection of | among those present at the party 
school houses in the rural districts and ae 
is also sponsoring the idea of some town- ’ . 
ship farm inspection work, similar to Cat's Meow Dinner 
that developed by the Wisconsin asso- ST. LOUIS, Dec. 21—The Great & Jovial 
ciation last spring The committee will | Order of Cat's Meow gave its annual 
continue along the other lines it had al- | Christmas dinner Tuesday The dinner 
ready undertaken marked the first gathering since the elec 
tion of new officers, but the formal in 
duction into office will not take place 


Change in Fort Dodge Agency 


until January 








FORT DODGE, IA Dex 21 An The organization has under consider 
nouncement is just made gf the dissolv- | ation present a suggestion that the 
ing of the insurance firm of Minogue & body be natio lized Heretofore it has 
Armstrong Fort Dodge E F. Arm- confined its activities to St. Louis Its 
strong is retiring from the firm and dis- membership is very mited and no ome: 
posing of his interest to Charles Minogue, | js invited to join unless all members 
son of Fred CC Minogue Charles | approve sucl nvitatior n a di ance 
Minogue has just come to Fort Dodge — 
from Madison, Wis., where he was asso- Miencage~ ses 
ciated with Gifford & Co Y oubiaane Kansas City Agents Elect 
security brokers KANSAS CITY, MO., Dee. 21 The fol 
Mr. Armstrong has ot ye announced lowing officers have been elected by the 
his future plans, but will for the time Insurance Agents Association of Kansas 
being continue to have desk space with | City T. S. Ridge, Jr., president; Rosco« 
the new firm CC. Groves, vice-president; R. L Stewart. 
a member of executive committee for two- 
Stay of Execution in Rate Case year term; Fred V. Griffith, treasurer 
TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 21—The stay of , oa 
execution of the Kansas rate case pend- Mill Owners Mutual Meeting 
ing the appeal to the United States Su- DES MOINES, Dec 21.—Iowa agents 
pre me Court has been allowed by the | of the Mill Owners Mutual Fire were 
Kansas Supreme Court By the terms | feted by Kansas and Wisconsin agents 
of the agreement between the state and /at the agency meeting held here last 
the companies there will be a bond of | week. The lowa agents won an agency 


$200,000 filed as soon as the lawyers can | contest J. T. Sharp, secretary: H. B 
agree upon the terms This bond is |} 


Carson, assistant secretary, and J. E 
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We Just Want to wish 

all of our agents and friends | | 
a Merry Christmas and 
a Prosperous New Vear 


THE HANOVER. FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANYS\uylork 


Charles W. Higley, President 
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DAY TON, OHIO 


Automobile Insurance—Full Coverage—All in One Policy 
Plate Glass, Liability and Accident Insurance 
Capital Stock $250,000—Assets Over One Million 
Surplus to Policyholders Over Half Million 


Agents wanted in Ohio, Missouri, Kentucky, Michigan, J. R. Jones, 
Tennessee, Kansas, Indiana, Alabama and Florida. Sec’y & Mgr. 
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CHARLES SINCERE & COMPANY 


231 So. La Salle St. 
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Chicago Board of Trade 
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New York Stock Exchange 
Chicago Stock Exchange 


Refer to Quotations that appear regularly in 
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Robb, examiner for the company, ad- 
dressed the meeting. 





Missouri Notes 


Berner & Harris, public adjusters, 
have opened offices at 1044 Pierce build- 
ing, St. Louis. 

George A. Madison, chief inspector of 
the St. Louis fire prevention bureau, is at 
Barnes Hospital, St. Louis, recovering 
from an acute case of kidney stones. He 
is expected to resume his duties very 
shortly. 

Fire last week destroyed part of the 
Sikeston Gin Company at Sikeston, Mo. 
Twenty-eight bales of cotton and four 
freight cars belonging to the Frisco rail- 
road were also burned. The total loss 
was estimated at $25,000. The cotton 
was the property of the Sikeston Cotton 
Company, the Sikeston Gin Company and 
planters living in the vicinity of Sikes- 
ton, 





Nebraska Notes 


Tony Manzitto of Omaha has been held 
for trial on a charge of arson. He 
owned a barber shop and beauty parlor 
that was destroyed ‘by fire Nov. 13. 
There were strong evidences of incendi- 
arism. 

Hugo Ohms, who confessed recently to 
having set fire to his restaurant at Hil- 
dreth, Neb., pleaded guilty and was given 
a year in prison. On petition of Hildreth 
people, he was paroled during good be- 


—_—_ 


havior. Ohms has returned the $3,299 
insurance collected. 

Half the business district of Whitney 
a town of 150 in northwestern Nebraska’ 
was burned in a fire on Dec. 15 tha 
started in the E. D. Austin store ang 
consumed six buildings and _ contents 
The loss is estimated at $75,000. Hep 
from Chadron, Crawford and the coup. 
tryside saved the town from almost cer. 
tain destruction. 

Loss of $15,000 was caused to the 
warehouse and contents belonging to the 
Farmers Union at Marquette, Neb., Dee 
14, by a fire that started from the ey. 
plosion of an oil stove in the cream tegt. 
ing department. The fire department of 
Aurora, ten miles distant, was sum. 
moned, and succeeded in confining the 
flames to the warehouse, although the 
business section of the town was severa] 
times threatened. Insurance will totaj 
$12,000. 





Iowa Notes 


A new agency will soon be opened at 
Nevada, Ia., by Edgar A. and A. J. Fay. 
| cett. 
| A farm home inspection campai 
through the rural schools of Black Hawk 
, County, Ia., is being carried on by the 
Cedar Falls Fire & Casualty Association, 

Charles S. Todd has purchased an in. 
terest in the insurance business owned 
by F. E. Sharp of Edgewood, Ia. The 
new firm will be known as Sharp é 
Todd. 
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FORGED DEED WAS A FACTOR 





Court Held, as Mortgage Was Void, 
There Was No Right Under 
Mortgage Clause 





Whether Innocent Purchaser from 
Grantor Holding Under Forged Deed 
May Recover on Fire Insurance Policy 
After True Owner Has Obtained Judg- 
ment Quieting Title—Action on a fire 
insurance policy in which the plaintiff 
claimed to be mortgagee of the premises 
and the cross-petitioner claimed to be 
owner. In 1920 one Shegog was owner 
of the premises and one Emma Allen 
was in possession and, claiming to be 
Mrs, Shegog, executed a mortgage on 
the premises to plaintiff. Later she 
deeded the premises to Jones who, in 
turn, deeded them to the cross-pe- 
titioner. The cross-petitioner took out 
the policy here involved. All the instru- 
ments executed by Emma Allen were 
forgeries and i. 1922 Shegog brought an 
action to quiet title and on April 10, 
1924, obtained a judgment quieting title 
and cancelling the deeds and mortgage. 
The property was destroyed by fire 
April 2, 1924, and on June 11 of the 
same year this action was brought. De- 
fendant’s only defense was that the pro- 
vision of the policy which required that 
the policy would be void if the interest 
of the insured was other than uncondi- 
tional or sole ownership had been vio- 
lated. 

Held, that neither the plaintiff nor the 
cross-petitioner are entitled to recover 
the policy. The cross-petitioner was not 
the sole and unconditional owner of the 
premises within the meaning of the pol- 
icy, She was in possession without 
either right of possession or title and 
was, prior to the institution of this suit, 
divested of possession by the rightful 
owner. Nor did the plaintiff suffer by 
reason of the fire, since her only loss 
was occasioned by the forged deed and 
she was in the same position as she 
would have been had the fire never oc- 
curred. Obviously the plaintiff, as al- 
leged mortgagee, could be in no better 
position than the alleged owner and the 
mortgage being void the plaintiff would 
have no rights under the “mortgage 
loss” clause of the policy—Mechanics 
& Traders of New Orleans vs. Local 
Building and Loan Association. Su- 
preme Court of Oklahoma. 





American Automobile Fire in Texas 


The American Automobile Fire of St. 
Louis has been licensed in Texas for 
one year. I. Reinhardt & Co. of Dallas 
are general agents. 


MUCH INTEREST IN HEARING 





Oklahoma Insurance Board Gets Ruling 
from Attorney General’s Depart- 
ment on Bank Agencies 





TULSA, OKLA., Dec. 21.—Th 
Tulsa Fire & Casualty Insurance Asso- 
ciation is very much interested in the 
hearing that has now been set by the 
Oklahoma Insurance Board for Jan. 10, 
in the case of the association vs. J. J. 
Jackson, who is operating the insurance 
department of the Tulsa Trust Conm- 
pany. Insurance Commissioner J. ¢. 
Read received an opinion from the attor- 
ney general’s department to the effect 
that “a corporation can not legally oper- 
ate as an insurance agency in Oklahoma 
even if all of the individual stockholders 
are individually licensed to write insur- 
ance.” The opinion was written at the 
request of A. L. Roark, secretary of the 
Oklahoma State Insurance Board. I 
was given on the complaint of R. H 
Siegfried, G. W. Nesmuth and John 
Kramer, a committee of the Tulsa Fire 
& Casualty Insurance Association. The 
hearing was originally set for Nov. % 
and was continued until Dec. 13 ané 
now is set for Jan. 10. Whichever way 
the state insurance board decides th 
case, it may be carried to the supreme 
court to test the constitutionality of the 
law. The Tulsa Trust Company is the 
only bank or trust company operating 
an insurance department in Tulsa. Its 
action in remaining in the insurance 
business after the other trust companies 
retired has drawn considerable comment 

The insurance department estimates 
that 50 percent of small town banks art 
conducting insurance agencies. The a: 
torney general further stated that a cor 
poration is prohibited from acting o 
being licensed to act as an insurance 
agent in Oklahoma. 





Oklahoma Fire Chiefs Meet 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 21—The semi- 
annual meeting of the Fire Chiefs Clu 
of Oklahoma was held here last week 
with 28 chiefs present. Principal speak- 
ers were James A. Atkinson, secretary 
of the Oklahoma Fire Prevention Asse 
ciation; H. J. Clarke, chief engineer o 
the Oklahoma Inspection Bureau; Georgt 
B. Goff, Oklahoma City chief; J. A. Nor 
ris of the fire alarm system of Tuls# 
R. E. Pitts, Tulsa fire chief; J. E. Tupit 
of Blackwell; Leon Crowder of Musk 
gee, and C. R. O’Neal, state fire marshal 
Tom Lyle of Okmulgee was reelected 
president and Mr. Atkinson, secretary 
treasurer. 

The organization went on record # 
favoring and will do all in its power 
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assist in having appointed a_ special 
prosecutor for arson cases. Under the di- 
rection of Fire Marshal O’Neal, arson 
committees are being appointed in all 
county seats and as soon as this is ac- 
complished, committees will be appointed 
in larger cities. One of the principal 
topics discussed at the round table was 
more thorough inspection to ascertain 
causes of fire. The next meeting will be 
in June at Blackwell. 


Want Bank Agency Withdrawn 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 21—At a re- 
cent meeting, the Oklahoma City Board 
of Fire & Casualty Underwriters de- 
elared the insurance agency operated by 
George Hess, employe of the Farmers’ 
National Bank, is a bank agency and de- 
cided to ask for its withdrawal from the 
local insurance field to comply with the 
conference agreement, according to E. R. 
Ledbetter, president. 


New Fire Zone Created 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 21—A new fire 
zone, effective immediately, has been 
ereated by the city council at the request 
of George B. Goff, fire chief. Only build- 
ings of fireproof or semi-fireproof con- 
struction will be permitted in the new 
zone. The new zone is bounded on the 
north by Reno avenue, on the south by 
Washington avenue, on the west by 
Douglas avenue and on the east by West- 
ern avenue. 


Heavy Losses in Texas 


DALLAS, Dec. 21—An unusual run of 
heavy losses has been experienced in 
Texas the past week. 

Fire of undetermined origin swept one 
of the business blocks of Taylor, Tex., 
wrecking a dozen structures and cutting 
off telephone service. Fire companies 
from three nearby cities assisted in com- 
bating the fire, which raged for several 
hours, injuring three firemen and dam- 
aging $210,000 of property. 

A stroke of lightning fired a 55,000- 
barrel storage tank of crude oil near 
Fort Worth. The loss will total $155,000. 

A third alarm fire Saturday night 
wrecked the plant of the Consolidated 
Wafer Company in Dallas and left only 
the walls standing. Four firemen were 
seriously hurt and the plant loss 
amounted to $100,000. 

Four buildings were destroyed or badly 
damaged by fire at Seymour, Tex., in a 
blaze that threatened the entire business 
district until fire departments from three 
neighboring towns sent aid which extin- 
guished the fire after property loss ex- 
ceeded $30,000. 


Blue Goose Aids Charities 

DALLAS, Dec. 21—Following its usual 
procedure, the Texas Blue Goose has con- 
tributed $400 to eight worthy institu- 
tions: Berachah Society, Presbyterian 
Clinic, St. Matthew’s Home for Children, 
St. Joseph’s Orphanage, Reynolds Pres- 
byterian Orphange, Good Sinners’ Club, 
Community Chest and the county poor 
farm. The committee had Charles R. 
Bullock as chairman and James S. Here- 
ford and Charles A. Haggart as members. 


Houston Leads in Building 


DALLAS, Dec. 21—Houston last week 
continued its lead in new construction 
among the larger Texas cities, reports of 
building permits showed. Reported to- 
tals by cities follow: Houston, $806,300; 
Fort Worth, $342,787; San Antonio, $225,- 
515; Dallas, $126,095; Waco, $14,000, and 
Corpus Christi, $13,030. Shreveport, La., 
reported permits of $42,625. 


Houston Fire Inspection 


HOUSTON, TEX., Dec. 21—In connec- 
tion with the recent voted annexation 
of Harrisburg to this city, which will 
give Houston the largest population of 
any city in Texas. a survey has been 
made of fire conditions in the east end 
by Fire Commissioner Anderson, Chief 
Ollre and a newspaper man from each 
of the three Houston papers. Thickly 
Settled sections were found without ade- 
quate fire protection. Commissioner An- 
derson recommended a number of changes 
in equipment to provide for better pro- 
tection. 





Blue Goose Honorary Members 


Honorary memberships have been con- 
ferred by the Oklahoma Blue Goose on 
E. P. Bates, Columbia, Mo., and H. S. 
McFall, Lakeland, Fla. Mr. Bates was 
formerly head of the Bates Adjustment 
Company of Oklahoma City, and Mr. Mc- 
Fall was a special agent for the Niagara 





Fire, who has retired on a pension and 
is now residing in Florida. | 


j 


Jalonick on Coast Trip 


I. Jalonick, president of the Republic 
of Dallas, is on a trip to the coast which 
will require several weeks to complete. 
The Republic has recently enlarged its 
quarters to double the original space and 
is prepared to take care of the large 
increase in business which general con- 
ditions promise for the coming year. 


Provide for Dallas Improvements 


DALLAS, Dec. 21—When Dallas passed 
by a large majority the “Ulrickson plan” 


Thursday, it voted $10,000,000 bonds for 
city improvements, of which the first 
$4,000,060 will be spent in improvements 


of the water system, work on which will 
begin within 60 days and continue dur- 
ing the next two years. Fifteen miles 
of new water mains have already been 
surveyed. This, it is hoped, will be a 
step ahead in the reduction of the enor- 
mous fire in Dallas, which, for 11 | 
months, has been almost $1,500,000. A. L. 
teubel, chairman of the Fire Prevention 
Council, called attention to the fact that 
the new bond issue voted meant only $5 
apiece for the citizens of Dallas, whereas 
they spent $10 apiece the first 11 months 
of this year, twice the ratio for loss that 
has been agreed upon for progress. 


loss 


Veteran Galveston Inspector Retires 


GALVESTON. TEX., Dec. 21—A. G. 
Youens, inspector for the Galveston In- 
surance Board for more than 42 years, 
has resigned and is succeeded by W. L. 
Page, his associate for the past year. 
Mr. Page has had much training which 
will fit him to assume Mr. Youen’s duties, 
having served with the State Fire In- 
surance Commission for four years. On 
Friday the Galveston Insurance Board 
tendered Mr. Youens a luncheon in ap- 
preciation of the good work he has so | 
long done, which has been largely re- 

' 


sponsible for maintaining the city’s fire | 
record at a very low figure. 


Texas Collections Good 


DALLAS, Dec. 21—Field men through- | 
out Texas are happy in the thorough | 
collection of their year’s balances, which | 
is true of all parts of the state. Though | 

| 
' 
| 





business conditions were bad the first 
eight months of the year, the cotton 
market had been a great aid to Texas, 
which had a large crop, and the last | 
three months have brought the year’s | 


| enabled agents to clean up old balances 
|and favor the companies 
payment of new 
the 
dreading the close of the year. 


special 


a visit 


' homa 


at Minneapolis, 


| Guy Postell, 


with prompt 
ones, making pleasant 
path of the field men who were 


Henderson With National Standard 


Albert J. Henderson has been appointed 
agent of the National Standard 


turned to Oklahoma City Tuesday from j_ 
to various points in Texas. , 

C. H. Young, manager of the Missouri 
Audit Bureau, was a guest of the Okla- 
Audit Bureau several days last 


week. 


A Christmas party in the form of aj 


| dinner dance is to be given by the Okla- 
| homa Blue Goose for members and their 


ladies Dec. 30. 

H. D. Lemmon, special agent for the 
T. E. Braniff Company at Dallas, will be 
among the holiday visitors at the home 


Inspection Bureau 
has been appointed su- 
perintendent of rating at the Oklahoma | 
bureau. 

The Phil Hall general merchandise | 
store at Shidler, Okla., was damaged by 
fire entailing a loss estimated at $15,000. 
Insurance on the building and contents 
amounts to about $41,000. | 

Cc. R. Haskett, assistant manager, and | 
sprinkler engineer of the | 
Oklahoma Inspection Bureau, returned 
Monday from Detroit, where they at- 


| tended the bureau representatives’ con- 
| ference on spray 


painting. 


Texas Notes 


The People’s Gin at Dickens, Tex., was 
destroyed by fire Saturday with loss of 
$30,000. 

Eugene Bullock, chairman of the 
Texas Advisory Committee, suffered the 
removal of his tonsils, but is doing ex- } 
ceptionally well and will be back at his | 
desk in another week. 

In Dallas 170 firemen have begun 
daily inspections to discover fire hazards | 
which have been largely increased by | 
the use of evergreens and holiday deco- | 
rations. 
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FINDS BUSINESS PROSPEROUS | 


Vice-President Sommers, American of 
Newark, Reports Very Favorable 
Conditions in the South 


Paul B. Sommers, vice-president of | 
the American of Newark, recently re- 
turned home from an extended trip 
throughout the south and the southeast. 
Everywhere he found business prosper- 
ous, the shortage in the cotton crop 
being offset by the generous prices paid 
for the product. Other staples of the 
territory are coming in in good volume 
and yielding satisfactory returns. Bank 
receipts in the great centers of Atlanta, 
Jacksonville, and Houston notably indi- 
cate a growing expansion of business, 
and with every prospect of its continu- 
ing. Agents generally speaking are well 
up with their balances, a condition that 
is particularly pleasing to the compa- 
nies. Although Floridans assert that it 
will take two years more before the state 
fully recovers from the real estate infla- 
tion prior to 1926, outsiders yet feel that 
the commonwealth is fast returning to a 
normal basis, and that a steady and 
healthy growth in its industries may be 
counted upon. 





Plan Kentucky Inspections 


The Kentucky State Fire Prevention | 
Association will inspect Irvine and Ra- 
venna Jan. 18 and Richmond the follow- | 
ing day. 

| 





At Benton, Ky., Joe Ely has purchased 
the interest of George Long in the Ely & 
Long agency. H 


| not those of insurance companies. 


WANTS CASUALTY REGULATION 


Virginia Legislative Commission Will 
Confine Its Report, However, to 
Fire Insurance Rates 


RICHMOND, VA., Dec. 21—In the 
opinion of Dr. J. A. C. Chandler, chair- 
man of the legislative commission which 
has been investigating insurance rates 
in Virginia, the state corporation com- 
mission should have a special division 
for the regulation of rates on casualty, 
liability and workmen’s compensation 
rates. His commission, he says, will be 
unable to make recommendations to the 
approaching general assembly with re- 
gard to any rates except fire rates. 

He hopes that the assembly will take 
the investigation of other rates out of 
the hands of the commission and create 
a permanent division of the corporation 
commission for the purpose. He be- 
lieves that this would be more satis | 
factory and accomplished better results. 
He sees no more reason why the cor- 
poration commission should control the 
rates of railroads, bus lines, telegraph | 
companies and other public utilities and | 

Insufficient time and funds make it | 
out of the question for his commission, | 
he says, to make an exhaustive inquiry | 
into the other classes of rates before | 
the general assembly convenes next | 
month. He hopes to have the report | 
on fire rates ready for submission to 
Governor Byrd some time during the 
Christmas holidays. 

Indications are that when the assem- 








supplies 


composed 


totals up to normal or above and the | bly convenes; Senator Ferguson, chair- 
cash released by sale of the staple has | man of the committee on insurance and 
| banking, will continue to hold on to that 
| very 
| ship. 
mattox, which is also the home county 
of Commissioner Button. 


important committee chairman- 
Senator Ferguson is from Appo- 


Agency Balances in Good Shape 
LOUISVILLE, 


Fire of Houston for southwest Texas, | ,. Dec. 21—Field men of 
with headquarters at Houston. Mr. Hen- Kentucky report that agency balances 
derson was formerly with the Niagara | 27¢ ‘" Very fair shape, conditions having 
Fire in Texas under J. S. Hereford and shown material improvement over the 
prior to that in the local agency business | P@St year or two as a result of the 45- 
in Oklahoma. , day rule and suspension of agents who 
fail to take care of their balances. Grad- 

= 7. ually the agents are learning that the 

Oklahoma Notes rule is going to be enforced and that a 

T. EB. Brant? end Mrs. Braail®’ v- number of field men will take up their 


without argument in mainte- 
ance of the rule. September balances are 
reported as cleaned up, other than in a 


very few instances, where errors or rate 


questions had held up payment until final 
decision was reached. 


Arson Squad for Danville, Va. 


Danville, Va., is to have an arson squad 
of firemen and policemen 
whose duty will be to respond to all 


- alarms and endeavor to ascertain im- 

eat mesg ne: City. oni mediately the cause of all fires and to 
M. B. Ryon, for many years connecte > , 

woth ‘tha Betameneen file a report on it. This step is being 


| taken, according to Chief of Police Bell, 


in order that the fire records may be 
properly maintained and because during 
the past the actual source of fires has 
not been always clear. He does not 
think that incendiarism is practiced to 
any great extent in Danville, but he be- 
lieves that it is the part of wisdom to 
have the cause of fires definitely estab- 
lished. The arson squad will begin duty 
Jan. 1. 


Kentucky Losses Light 


LOUISVILLE, Dec. 21—Losses continue 
to run light in Kentucky. There have 
been a good many small losses and a 
number of automobile losses, of the type 
which keep adjusters busy, but which 
constitute but small aggregate losses for 
the companies. 

Special agents report that the free and 
open sales of tobacco over the state are 
resulting in rapid movement of consider- 
able tobacco and local agents over the 
state are getting a very fair volume of 
tobacco insurance at storage points. 

General insurance business at Louis- 
ville is good. Building operations for 
the year have been excellent, volume be- 
ing larger than last year. There have 
been a number of new industries estab- 
lished here and larger stocks of mer- 
chandise are carried. The one fly in the 
ointment lies in the increase in the num- 
ber of agents and the large increase in 
the number of solicitors employed. 


Saufley to Retain Post 


It is reported from Frankfort, Ky., 
that the recent change from Democratic 
to Republican governor of Kentucky will 
not make many if any changes in the 
insurance and rate departments. Clell 
Coleman of Harrodsburg, the new state 
auditor, is a Democrat. All state offices 
other than the governor stayed in Demo- 
cratic hands. It is reported that Shelton 
M. Saufley, insurance commissioner, is 
practically certain of reappoinntment. 
Henry Bosworth, chief clerk of the de- 
partment of fire prevention and rates, 
and George Keenon, insurance deputy, 
will also be retained, as will Harry T. 
Gilbert, actuary. Mr. Saufiey, a former 
newspaper editor, has proven a very effi- 
cient commissioner. 





Virginia Notes 
The National Implement Mutual Fire 
of Minnesota has been admitted to Vir- 
ginia. Principal office will be located in 
Richmond in charge of G. A. Randolph. 
The American Automobile Fire of St. 
Louis has been licensed in Virginia to 
write automobile lines. Robert Lecky, 


Jr., of Richmond will be its general 
agent. 
Companies on the Radford Racket 


Store of Radford, Va., which burned last 
week are estimated to have suffered a 


total loss on a schedule of $33,000. 
Property loss was placed at $50,000. 
The General Adjustment Bureau of 


New York has been authorized to do 
business in Virginia. The principal of- 


| fice will be at Hamilton, Va. in charge 


of Harry G. Laycock. 

Alwyn D. Saunders, Virginia special 
agent for the Virginia Fire & Marine, 
who served as a juror in the Faison 
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murder trial at Richmond last week, col- 


lapsed in the jury box in the early 
stages of the trial while a doctor was 
giving some gruesome details. He was 
taken from the court room and it was 
nearly half an hour before he was re- 
vived. 


Kentucky Notes 


D. W. Lindsay of the Smith & Lindsay 
agency, Frankfort, Ky., lost his mother 
Dec. 17. Burial was at Frankfort on 
Monday. 

Edward J. Miller of Edward J. Miller & 
Co., Louisville agents, is one of 18 men 
nominated by the Louisville Board of 
Trade, from which nine will be elected 
as directors at the meeting Jan. 10, to 


THE NATIONAL 


drying plant of the American Tobacco 
Company at Lexington, Ky., the plant 
being damaged, while some 30,000 pounds 
of tobacco was damaged by smoke or 
water and will have to be sold at a re- 
duced value. 

Cc, A. Taylor, formerly in charge of 
the insurance department of the Liberty 
Bank & Trust Co., Louisville, who left 
that organization in June to become 
county clerk, has returned to the organi- 
zation. He was defeated for reelection 
as county clerk in the special election 
in November. 


The National Insurance Agency of 
Columbia, 8S. C., has been granted a char- 
ter authorizing it to do a general real 
estate and insurance business with capi- 





: . “ bt Rises tal of $10,000. Officers are: Burnel 

serve three-year terms. | Sloan, president; B. F. Hutto, vice-presi- 
Damage of between $12,000 and $15,- | dent; Lucille Sloan, secretary and treas- 

000 was reported in the large tobacco | urer. 
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RULES ON DEMOLITION CLAIM 


Washington Supreme Court Holds for 
Company on Fire Loss Involving 
Forced Rebuilding 


Award under fire policy fairly made 
by appraisers held binding on insured.— 
In Gouin ys. Northwestern, National Su- 
preme Court of Washington, 259 Pac. 
387, the plaintiff suffered a loss under 
a fire policy. The plaintiff and the de- 
fendant could not agree as to the amount 
of loss, and appraisers were selected to 
fix the amount. The appraisers were 
unanimous in their appraisement and 
agreed upon the sum of $1,475.95 as 
being the damage to the building and 
$336.25 as being the damage to the per- 
sonal property. 

The plaintiff was dissatisfied with this 
award, brought suit on the policy, and 
claimed that he had suffered a loss of 
something like $4,000. In support of 
his contention plaintiff introduced evi- 
dence to show that after the damage to 
the building the municipal authorities of 
Seattle required that the building, if 
replaced at all, be reconstructed in a 
certain manner. 

The policy, however, provided that the 
defendant should in no case be liable for 
more than the cost of reconstructing the 
building as it was before the fire, ana 
in making their appraisal the appraisers 
based their finding on this fact. The 
trial of the cause resulted in a judgment 
in favor of the plaintiff for the amount 
the appraisers had awarded. The plain- 
tiff, being dissatisfied with this, appealed. 
The higher court reviewed the record 
and affirmed the judgment. 


Talks on Dry Cleaning Law 


Firemen from practically all cities of 
the five counties in the southern end of 
the San Joaquin Valley attended a meet- 
ing held in Tulare last week to hear na- 
tional, state and valley speakers on per- 
tinent topics. The principal address was 
given by Jay Stevens, state fire marshal, 
who discussed the new dry-cleaning law. 
He explained that the new law does not 
force the small man out of business but 
is rather a protection to him. After Jan. 
11 all dry cleaning establishments must 
get permits to continue in business, un- 
der the new ruling, he stated. Frank 
Agnew of the National Board told of 
efforts to secure passage of a 2 percent 
pension measure. Other speakers in- 
cluded Chief Mark Ryan of Redwood 
City, president of the Pacific Coast Fire 
Chiefs Association, and Chief 
Fresno. 


Inspections by Boy Scout Patrol 


At Ontario, Cal., members of a local 
Boy Scout troop have inaugurated a fire 
prevention campaign that is expected to 
cut the city’s fire hazard by half. In 
connection with this the Scouts last week 
began the task of patrolling the city, 
each scout having been assigned to a 
particular neighborhood. They will go 
into the yards on their beats, make care- 
ful inspection and call the owner’s at- 
tention to whatever fire hazard may exist 
on the premises. They will also inspect 
fire-fighting equipment to see that it is 
in order. The boys have been invested 
by Fire Chief Peterson with full author- 
ity to enter buildings, cellars, storage 
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houses and other places where scant at- 
tention is ordinarily paid to accumulated 
waste. 


C. C. Beebe Transferred 


Claude C. Beebe of Salt Lake City, spe- 
cial agent for the Norwich Union com- 
panies in Utah, Montana and southern 
Idaho, has been transferred to Spokane 
to succeed to the post made vacant by 
the resignation of G. A. O’Sullivan and 
will travel eastern Washington and 
Idaho for the Norwich Union and the 
British & Federal Underwriters. 


Engineers Inspect Spokane 


National Board engineers have just is- 
sued a report on Spokane, Wash., which 
shows that for the last five years the 
gross fire loss was $2,467,708, the annual 


loss ranging from $332,506 in 1925 to 
$652,432 in 1924. The average annual 
number of fires was 533; in 1926 592 


were recorded. Average loss per fire was 
$9.26, a moderate figure; average num- 
ber of fires per 1,000 population was 
$4.53, a high figure; average loss per 
capita was $4.20, a moderately high 
figure. 

The water supply is adequate and re- 
liable and the fire supply is ample in 
the congested value district and is gen- 
erally sufficient elsewhere. The fire de- 
partment is reported efficient and fairly 
well trained and equipped, but under- 
manned. The fire alarm system is termed 
inadequate and unreliable. 

With reference to the conflagration 
hazard the report says that in the con- 
gested value district the numerous build- 


ings of excessive height and area makes 
serious fires probable in many blocks, 
which might involve adjacent blocks. 


Severe local fires are probable in the 
manufacturing and lumber districts. In 
the residential district the conflagration 
hazard is severe. 


Southern California Chiefs Organize 


PASADENA, CAL., Dec. 21—At a meet- 
ing in Pasadena last Friday, the South- 
ern California Fire Chiefs Association 
was formed, heads of fire departments of 
nearly 50 southern California cities par- 
ticipating. The aim of the organization 
is to provide closer cooperation between 


fire departments in this section of the 
state in fighting serious conflagrations, 
particularly brush and forest fires. In 


addressing the meeting Fire Chief Scott 
said: “Our fire menace exists the year 
around. 3urbank has just escaped de- 
struction from a_ $1,000,000 brush fire 
caused by carelessness. I believe that 
75 percent of all fire losses are prevent- 
able and we are going to work together 
to save our hills and brush covered 
areas.” The fire chiefs will meet period- 
ically to discuss common problems. 





Utah Home Remodeling Building 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, Dec. 21 
The Home Fire building, the home of 
the Utah Home Fire and Heber J. Grant 
& Co., general agents, is being remodeled 
and is to have an entirely new front. 
The remodeling operations call for an 


expenditure of about $25,000. 
ing, erected many years ago, is the only 
building in Utah bearing the name of an 
insurance company or otherwise primar- 
ily identified with insurance. 


This build- 


Complications in Brokers’ Election 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 21—The elec- 
tion of the Insurance Brokers Exchange 
of San Francisco Dec. 14 seems to be 


enmeshed in a tangle of legal and par- 


_issued 
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liamentary questions. A fraudulent bal- 
lot found in the box and which resulted 
in another ballot being thrown out has 
brought about the situation. There were 
207 voting members, but when the box was 
opened it was found that 208 votes had 
been cast, two ballots being folded to- 
gether and placed in the box. 3y dis- 
qualifying these two ballots the vote for 


Frank F. DeLisle as president on the 
regular ticket and H. A. Miller on the 
opposition was found to be a tie. It 


was at first announced by President San- 
ford Hyams that the election would be 
null and void. This decision, however, 
was Overruled by the “opposition” back- 
ers and the meeting was recessed to 
Dec. 28. 


Kothe Quits Los Angeles Board 


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 21—George Kothe, 
for many years secretary and manager 
of the Los Angeles Fire Insurance Ex- 
change, has resigned. Mr. Kothe is join- 
ing the Mullin-Acton Company, general 
agents of San Francisco. He will assume 
charge of the firm’s Los Angeles office 


Jan. 1. No successor has yet been named 
for Mr. Kothe’s position. Last year Mr. 
Kothe was also secretary of the Cali- 
fornia Association of Insurance Agents. 


West American Casualty May Retire 

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 21—It is re- 
ported in San Francisco that the West 
American Casualty is planning to re- 
insure its business and retire. The 
company is owned by the West American 
Fire and according to the unofficial re- 
ports the capital and surplus of the cas- 
ualty company would then be transferred 
to the fire company in order to permit 
that organization to expand and de- 
velop its business. 


Action on Dry Cleaners 
The new law in California regulating 
the construction and operation of dry 
cleaning plants invoked to reduce the fire 


hazard will likely receive a court test 
shortly after the first of the year. Ac- 
cording to State Fire Marshal Jay W. 


Stevens five plants which have protested 
against applying for a license to oper- 
ate under the act will be prosecuted. 
They have been given a few hours longer 
in which to comply. More than 600 
plants, he said, had received licenses in 
accord with the new law. Many are 
reconstructing their establishments in 
order to make them as near fireproof as 
possible. 





Coast Notes 


Charles B. DeMille 
f ] . general 
agent, has added the Presidential Fire & 
Marine and the Majestic Underwriters to 
es fleet of companies represented by his 
office. ‘ 


Seattle, 


The general insurance agency of Pax- 
ton-Golze Company, San Diego, Cal., has 
added life and accident to its fire’ and 
general casualty lines through its ap- 
pointment as general agent for the Mis- 
souri State Life. The business will clear 
through the company’s branch office at 
Los Angeles. 




















REPORT IS MADE ON CASPER 





Wyoming City Found to Be in Danger 
of Severe Individual and Group 
Fire Losses 


National Board engineers have made 
an inspection of Casper, Wyo., and have 
a report which shows that the 
gross fire loss for the last five years was 
$234,781, and that the annual loss ranged 
between $21,781 in 1923 and $78,650 in 
1925. The average annual number of 
fires was 107. The largest number oc- 
curred in 1924, for which year 125 are 
reported. The average loss per fire was 


$439, a low figure. The annual number 
of fires per 1,000 population was 5.4, a 
high figure, and the average per capita 


loss was $2.35, a moderate figure. 

The water supply at Casper is re- 
ported obtained from an adequate source 
and is generally reliable. The quantities 
available are from fair to poor, because 
of a weak distribution system. The fire 
department is reported fairly well 
equipped but greatly undermanned. The 
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fire alarm system is well maintained but 
is somewhat inadequate. 

As to conflagration hazard it is re. 
ported that in the principal mercantile 
district ‘weak construction, lacking jp 
fire resistive features, makes severe indj- 
vidual and group fires probable. The 
streets are of good width but the fire. 
fighting facilities are inadequate and 
such fires could readily involve an entire 
block and spread to adjacent blocks, 
Serious individual and group fires only 
are probable in minor mercantile and 
manufacturing districts. The residentia] 
districts present a high inherent flying 
brand hazard, because of wooden shingle 
roofs, intensified at times by the very 
frequent high winds. 








NEWS FROM THE EAST | 


SAY ISSUE IS NOT SETTLED 














Pennsylvania Association of Insurance 
Agents Comments on Non-Policy- 
Writing Question 


That the Pennsylvania Association of 
Insurance Agents is not satisfied with 
the “Travelers agreement” and the ac- 
tion of officers of the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents in conec- 
tion with it is evidenced by an article in 
the December issue of the “Pennsyl- 
vanian,” official organ of the Pennsyl- 
vania association, under the caption, 
“Non-Policy Evil Is Unsettled,” which 
says in part: 

“The so-called Travelers’ statement 
read at the New Orleans convention of 
the National association, and supposedly 
accepted by the officers of that body, 
concerning which there has been quite a 
variety of opinions, resolves itself about 
as follows: 

“Regardless of state association regu- 
lation as to recognition of two classes 
of producers, namely, local recording 
agents and brokers, the Travelers seems 
to recognize such ‘reasonable’ rules in 
those territories where the local agents 
are thoroughly organized to enforce such 
rules. Where there is no such organi- 
zation of agents, the Travelers will pay 
a somewhat higher commission than iy 
at present allowed brokers, thus _per- 
mitting and continuing the non-policy 
writing evil. 


Two Points Are Made 


“There are two things to learn from 
this proposition. One is that it does not 
settle the non-policy-writing evil. 
ond, the National association officers 
would appear to have blundered: first, 
in that they should have referred the 
Travelers’ position to the E. U. A. com- 
mittee, and, second, referred the sub- 
ject to the state association leaders be- 
fore making the Travelers’ position 
public. 

“Hasty action on such a delicate ques- 
tion as brought about by the non-policy- 
writing evil is dangerous to the cause of 
those companies and agents who have 
put up such a good fight against it. 


Sec- 


Claim Other Companies Involved 


“In fairness to the Travelers, they are 
not the only company involved. In fact, 
it is stated that other companies’ spe- 
cial agents have come right in through 
the front door of Travelers’ branch of- 
fices, and appointed Travelers’ solicitors 
as local agents, paying local agents’ com- 
missions. This practice undoubtedly did 
not seem fair to the Travelers, in that 
to attract the fire business of those of 
their own solicitors, who were already 
enjoying free office space and doubtless 
other ‘accessories,’ at the expense of 
the Travelers’ they would necessarily 
have to offer better than brokerage, and 
somewhat less than local agents’ com- 
missions. If the other companies, rep- 
resented by Travelers’ solicitors, would 
either withdraw their agreements or pay 
brokerage, the solution to the problem 
would be found. As long as other com- 
panies pay local agents’ commissions to 
Travelers’ solicitors, whose ‘overhead’ ‘s 
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absorbed by the Travelers, just so long 


will the Travelers feel free in recogniz- | 


ing the non-policy-writing evil.” 


Warns of Pittsburgh Hazards 


PITTSBURGH, Dec. 21—Millions in 
downtown property are being jeopar- 
dized daily by the careless parking of 
motorists, Fire Chief Smith told the 
Chamber of Commerce at its monthly 
meeting. Cars parked in front of or near 
fre plugs, cars parked closely to each 
other and cars parked in _ restricted 
streets were pointed out as weaknesses 
in daily situations. 

“It is greatly to be regretted,” said 
Chief Smith, “that men whose thousands 
and millions are tied up in buildings do 
not give attention to protecting these 
valuable possessions. Too often, after 6 
o'clock in the evening, the sole custod- 
jans of factories and buildings are more 
or less decrepit old men not fitted men- 
tally or physically to cope with problems 
that present themselves as soon as a 
spark of fire occurs. Watchman service 
should be made a real job. 

“It is important that business men see 
to it that their employes know exactly 
what to do when the first whiff of smoke 
or gleam of fire is discovered, and it is 
equally important that alleyways out- 
side, passageways inside and aisles in 
offices and warehouses be kept open for 
emergency use. Inasmuch as the major- 
ity of these fires start in basements, 
those employed there should be espe- 
cially on the alert both as to prevention 
and to sounding alarms in emergency.” 

Joins Boston Agency 

BOSTON, Dec. 21—Herbert N. Mit 
who has for some years been 
with the Boston office of the Aetna | 
in recent years with Arthur W B 
& Co., general agents, has been admi 
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j ; 
| to partnership in the Boston agency of | ber of the board of directors of the Mu-| retain interest in the Wicks & Torrey 
Newell & Vedeler at 40 Broad street. The | tual Bank & Trust Company of Hartford agency 

| agency represents the Sentinel Fire of The New Jersey Special Agents Asso George Ruppe, formerly of the Aetna 
Springfield and has a very desirable | ciation will hold its January dinner at Life group accounts department, has 
brokerage business Through an ar- | the Elks Club, Newark, on Jan. 9 left the insurance business and joined 
rangement with Arthur W. Burke & Co Former Senator Charles W. Wicks of Lewis & Co., investment brokers He 
the Aetna Life will have first choice on | Utica, N. Y., who for many years has | formerly traveled the country as an audi- 
lthe casualty business of the Newell & | been in the insurance business with E. | tor for the marine departments of the 
Vedeler office F. Torrey, plans to make his home at Automobile He will specialize in insur- 

Curtis Point, Me., after May 1, but will | ance stocks 
a 








cutie taousenes Siete teat ah the Wolo IN THE CANADIAN FIELD 
office of the Security last week and lis- 
tened to W. W. Wise, engineer of the Sn : ——$—$—$—— = ———_—$_— - ————-—- ~~. 
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| Fire Underwriters Electrical Bureau of 
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New York city, who spoke upon “Elec- | TWO BIG LOSSES IN QUEBEC | biaz The damage, it is estimated, will 
| trical Fire Hazards.” On Tuesday night . be not less than $250,000 
| of this week Manager G. F. Stratton . 
| of the Boston office of the General Ad- Orphanage and Academy Burn, With Licensed for Additional Lines 
Seetaeete Bureau, spoke on “Fire Loss $250,000 Damage in Each Case— The Hudson Bay I: Compan) 
Settlements ‘ , = , panei 
} = Heavy Loss of Life has been licensed in Car for automo- 
| bile surance the ) d t Tire oO 
Hubbard Rotary Club Speaker ieee bil beeegee see a Ba 
acciaen surgiary * r c 1aLe 
Clarence T. Hubbard, assistant secre- QUEBEC, Dec 21—A_ disastrous! glass: the Anglo-Scott General for 
tary of the Automobile of Hartford, was re involving the loss of at least 33 sutomobile nsurance t Railway 
the speaker before the Rotary Club of F - P 1 Passengers Assurance fo rir r leak- 
: Ives, with 17 unaccounted tor, o rred . 
Lee, Mass last week, discussing “New 2 die . wee nt . : ccurre ge torndao and n L «¢ s 1 in- 
England Problems of the Fire Insurance in Quebec Dex 5, When the Hospice | , irance, in addition t sses for 
Man.” He also addressed the Hartford St. Charles, a1 rphanage belonging to} which they are already 
names a et — it their annual meet- | the Grey Nuns. was des ‘ It is 
ing and the artford Rotary Club 1 ’ F , . . 
the same subject ; nei vet known how the fire started, and Loss Ratio by Provinces 
il nvestigatiol is being held b the For 1926. a rding t ; f 
Report on Linden, N. = re marshal he damage is estimated assification of fire neg 
ee ~ en anceten’ Gn ehinsaiil ‘ ihc ut $250,000 f which about $90, Dex ,1 1926 issued n 
5 . ‘ oar , epartment of insurat 
4 Linden, N. J s to be advanced to Class 000 was covered Dy insurance ‘ 
E rating instead of EE as now. The fire ry ess ea , province of Manitoba had 
a i he ( ow Lx qaay, anotne r¢ ae ble experience in ratic 
oss gy I tv s Ja I ] ‘ g «of ‘ . 
' "= es : < ete ‘ . : stroyec « st Lou s AY ademy, situ- curred to net premiums, b the « 
of ar t wa of its size th state he best residential section of British and foreign com) 
, ah i ag the city he origin of the fire is un , Borne ss in Canada 
Eastern Notes KNOW! All that re maine d of the build- " ~ fe - : — pte 
a1 a t ee classes o omy 
il . s four valls ( ing re 
Ex-Senator Clement H. Brigham, vice- sal mom ies wing to Poor is 39.32, while that for § 
president of the F. F. Small Company | Water pressure, the firemen were badly for Ontario 46.48 ! oO 
agency of Hartford, was elected a mem- handicapped in their efforts to fight the The percentage 
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and temper of your 


Save the Time clients by using 


The COMBINATION 
AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE HANDIBOOK 


The little vest-pocket companion which is 

COMPLETE—Rates for Public Liability, Property Damage, 
Collision, Fire and Theft at a glance all in one place. 

CONVENIENT—Fits the vest pocket without annoyance. 
New pages easily and quickly inserted. 

TIMELY—Revised pages issued promptly, not periodically, 
showing new information and changes; always up-to-date. 

COMPREHENSIVE—Rates for all passenger and commer- 
cial cars in general use. 





SCOPE OF EDITIONS ‘ 
er EFFICIENT—Rates for all major coverages readily found 
Editions are offered in one operation 
covering either the East- P 5 : ve 
ern, Southern, Western ATTRACTIVE—Pleasing and dignified in appearance. Has 


or Pacific district. the substantial aspect of the bound book and the flexibility 


of the loose-leaf. 

DURABLE—Will not become soiled-looking and “dog-eared.” 
Constructed to withstand unusually hard and constant 
usage. 

ECONOMICAL—Worth while savings effected in time and 


SPECIFICATIONS 
Page Size, 2%x4% in 
loose-leaf. Wing binders 
of either  press-boards 
fabricoid or limp leather 


at proportionate charges. effort and at nominal cost. 
Quotations gladly submitted upon request, stating quantity required and district — 
covered. 3 
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R. M. BISSELL, President WILLIAM WALSH, Secretary 


TWIN CITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


The Company That Aims to Excel in Service 


FIRE TORNADO FARM 


HAIL AUTOMOBILE TRACTOR 








“A Staunch and Reliable American Company” 

D. M. FERRY, JR., President 

E. J. BOOTH. Vice-President 

F. A. SCHULTE 
Treasurer 

H. E. EVERETT 


Secretary 
E. P. WEBB 
\ Asst. Secretary 
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47 Years of “Honorable Indemnity” 


Assets, $2,444,102.93 Surplus to Policyholders, $1,063,644.94 
WM. T. BENALLACK, Superintendent of Agents, DETROIT, MICH. 








GEO. M. EASLEY HAL. V. HAYS 


GEO. M. EASLEY AND COMPANY 
GENERAL AGENTS—DALLAS 


“HE PROFITS MOST WHO SERVES BEST” 


Boston Ins. Co. 
Pittsburgh Underwriters 
Patriotic Insurance Company 
Federal Ins. Co. of Jersey City 
Globe Indemnity Co. New York 
Fire & Marine Und. Agency of Automobile Ins. Co. of Hartford 

















shown at 49.16. Prince Edward Island 
is shown with the highest percentage at 
106.14. 

For the whole Dominion the percent- 
age of the Canadian companies was 47.62, 
British companies 46.97 and foreign com- 
panies 52.69. 


New Brunswick Explosion Loss 


At Moncton, N. B., Dec. 15, an explo- 
sion took place in the 
Higgins block. The damage to the base- 
ment, heating system and fixtures will 
run into thousands of dollars, while dam- 
age to a stock of merchandise on the 
first floor is placed at $10,000, with about 
an extra $2,000 for 19 large plate glass 
windows, which were blown to pieces on 
the first floor. 


Canadian Losses Compared 
According to the 
fire 


“Monetary Times,” 


pared with $190,2 


ing week of 1926. According to the same 


basement of the ! 


losses in Canada for the week ending | 
Dec. 7 are estimated at $588,950, as com- | 
00 for the correspond- | 


source, fire losses in Canada for Novem- 
| ber, 1927, are estimated at $1,308,850, as 
| compared with $2,188,500 for the corre. 
} sponding month of last year. The losses 
| are divided by provinces as follows: 


Al- 
| berta, $145,000; British Columbia, $32,. 
| 450; Manitoba, not given; New Bruns- 
wick, not given; Nova Scotia, $40,000: 


Ontario, $400,900; Prince Edward Island, 
not given; Quebec, $92,000; Saskatche. 
| wan, $98,500, with an estimate of 
$500,000 for unreported losses, making 
up the total. 


Canadian Notes 


Fire of undetermined origin com. 
pletely destroyed the public high sc hool 
at Saltcoats, Sask., valued at $30,000, 
Only $16,000 insurance was carried. 

J. C. Urquhart, Canadian manager at 
Montreal for the Queensland, is away 
on absence of leave, due to illness, but 
| is soon expected back, as he is rapidly 
recovering. 

Last week at Vancouver, B. C., city 
by-laws calling for the expenditure of 
$1,325,000 for schools, sewers, water. 
works, streets and fire fighting equip- 
| ment were approved. 
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TAX FIRE END OF PREMIUMS 


Dragnet Spread for Full Cover Com- 
panies Under the Illinois Law 
of 1869 





Casualty company representatives in 
Chicago were greatly excited last week 
when they were summoned to appear 
before the board of review to show cause 
why their assessment on net premium 
income should not be increased. The 
Supreme Court has held that the casu- 
alty premiums are not subject to the 
famous section 30 of the Illinois law of 
1869. It developed at the hearing that 
the tax ferrets who have been working 
on the alleged evasion of the section 
30 tax were after the fire end of full 
cover automobile and the summons to 
every known casualty company was 
simply a dragnet to get all of the com- 
panies that write fire insurance in con- 
nection with their automobile policies. 


Convicted of Auto Finance Fraud 


BAY CITY, MICH., Dec. 21—Conviction 
of Lyman Burch, former .Mt. Pleasant 
mayor and agent for a number of insur- 
ance companies, as one of four conspira- 
tors involved in a scheme under which 
auto finance companies were defrauded, 
they claimed, of several thousand dollars, 
was of interest to Michigan insurance 
men last week. It is understood that an 
appeal will be taken. The charge was 
conspiracy to use the mails to defraud. 
Burch was sentenced to 13 months in 
Leavenworth prison. The government 
charged that auto sales contracts were 
sold to the finance companies when no 
ears were actually sold. 

Clifford C. Ruhle, an auto dealer and 
apparently the prime mover inthe al- 
leged conspiracy, accused Burch of hav- 
ing taken money for making liberal ad- 
justments of some auto losses. Burch 
strenuously denied the charge and Ruhle 
admitted that he could not prove the 
truth of his contention. 


Reciprocal’s President Dies 


J. M. Dalrymple, 81, president of the 
State Automobile Insurance Association 
of Indianapolis, and one of the founders 
of this automobile reciprocal, which 
writes a large volume of business in 
Indiana, Ohio and Pennsylvania, died at 
his home Dec. 15, after a three weeks 
illness. 


Joins the Camden Fire 


William J. Wood, 2nd., former secre- 
tary of the Sylvania of Philadelphia, has 
joined the Camden Fire to take charge 
of its automobile department. 


Join Automobile Conferences 


The American Indemnity 
American Fire & Marine 
have joined the National 
derwriters Conference 
Automobile 
Automobile 
Automobile 


and the 
of Galveston 
e, the Pacific Coast 
Conference, the Western 
Conference and the Southern 
Conference. 


Automobile Un- | 


MID-YEAR MEETINGS DROPPED 


National Automobile Underwriters Con- 
ference Decides to Hold Only One 
General Meeting a Year 





NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—In the fu- 
ture there will be but one general meet- 
ing of the National Automobile Under- 
writers Conference each year, the con- 
Stitution of the organization having 
been amended eliminating the semi-an- 
nual gathering, hitherto required. As 
the semi-annual meetings occurred in 
May at a time when fire underwriters 
were attending the annual sessions of 
the National Board, the gatherings of 
the conference were very poorly at- 
tended. As the work of the latter 
organization is directed by its officers 
and governing commitee, there seemed 
to the members of the body no good 
reason why mid-year meetings should 
be called, and the decision to abandon 
the practice was reached. 


Comes Under Insurance Laws 


The attorney general of Ohio has ruled 
that the Sandusky County Automobile 
Association, formed for the: purpose of 
prosecuting automobile thieves and re- 
covering stolen property, comes under 
the Ohio insurance laws and must re- 
port to the state superintendent of in- 
surance. 


Reinsurance Contract Approved 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 21—The Pre- 
ferred Automobile of Grand Rapids has 
become a full-fledged automobile stock 
company with approval by the Michigan 
department of the reinsurance contract 
under which the company takes over the 
business of the Preferred Automobile In- 
surance Exchange. The management of 
the attorney-in-fact formed the stock 
company and it inherits a sizeable pre- 
mium volume from the reciprocal, which 
had built up a business estimated at 
$240,000 in net premiums for the current 


year. 
The stock carrier, capitalized at 
$200,000, is organized under the special 


Michigan statute which permits writing 
of all automobile forms by a single pol- 
icy by one company. The reinsurance 
contract becomes effective immediately. 
Officers of the new company are: Frank 
S. Gould, president; Harry Rogers, vice- 
president; E. D. Conger, secretary-treas- 
urer. 


Opens Seattle Branch Office 


Following the death several weeks ago 
of C. M. Rupe of Seattle, head of the 
Cc. M. Rupe Company, general agents for 
the Union Automobile in western Wash- 
ington, the latter company has trans- 
ferred its representation at Seattle from 
a general agency to a branch office and 
| has appointed M. L. Howard as manager 
of the new office. I. W. Howe, who has 
| been claims adjuster at Spokane, will act 
|} in the same capacity hereafter at Seat- 
| tle, which position was formerly handled 
| by Mr. Howard. 
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MARINE INSURANCE NEWS 











BURKE IS MARINE MANAGER 





Louis F. Burke Heads That Department 
for Home Group, Succeeding 
C. A. Hulme, Retired 





NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Louis F. 
Burke is now general manager of the 
marine department of the Home and its 
affiliated companies, succeeding Marine 
Secretary Charles A. Hulme, whose res- 
ignation was “impelled by considera- 
tions of health and a desire to return to 
the Pacific Coast,” the lure of which 
proved irresistible. Mr. Hulme’s con- 
nection with the Home covered a num- 
ber of years, prior to which he was head 
of the marine department for the prom- 
inent San Francisco general agency of 
George H. Tyson & Co. After serving 
for a time as marine manager for the 
Home on the wast coast, Mr. Hulme 
was called to the head office of the com- 
pany here in October, 1922, as marine 
secretary, so continuing until his retire- 
ment a few days ago. He was held in 
high regard by the administration, the 
withdrawal from the Home’s service 
being “recognized reluctantly but with 
good will and best wishes by its board 
of directors.” Employes of the marine 
department presented Mr. Hulme with 
a handsome traveling bag as a visible 
token of esteem. 

Mr. Burke is one of the best known 
and liked of the marine underwriters of 
the east, having been in the business for 
a long series of years and always serv- 
ing with credit. His connection with 
the Home dates from 1888, when he 
entered its marine department as under- 
writer. Some four years later he was 
placed in charge of loss settlements as 
well. In 1906 he transferred to Smith 
& Hicks, marine managers for the 
Home and a number of other compa- 
nies, so remaining for 16 years, when he 
returned to the head office of the cor- 
poration. Mr. Burke is vice-president of 
the American Board of Shipping, secre- 
tary of the Atlantic Inland Association, 
and a director of the American Institute 
of Marine Underwriters, serving at one 


time as its president. He likewise holds | 


membership in the Board of Marine 
Underwriters of New York. If there is 
anything in connection with marine in- 
surance. with which he is not familiar 
no one has yet been able to discover it. 


Theft Case Is Decided 


Held that application for policy con- 
tained a misrepresentation in that it 
stated that plaintiffs had sustained no 
previous loss of jewelry or furs. Facts 
which have been found by the jury are 
not sufficient to constitute a waiver of 
the conceded invalidity arising out of 
the misrepresentation. It was expressly 
agreed that the “application is a part of 
the policy,” and that plaintiffs’ “right 
to recover shall be barred in event of 
the falsity of any of the following an- 
swers set forth below.” In numerous 
eases the courts have indicated that 
stipulations in applications for insurance 
are subject to the same rules of evidence 
as the terms of the policy itself. Verdict 
directed in favor of defendant. Schilling 
vs. St. Paul Fire & Marine, U. S. Dist. Ct., 
So. Dist. of ‘N. Y. 


Marine Case Decided 


Defendant insists that the vessel was | 
unseaworthy at inceptiOn of the voyage | 


in that it sailed without the complement 
of men exacted by statute and that the 
result was a breach of warranty which 
forfeits the insurance on the hull and 
on the cargo. The court thinks the ves- 
sel sailed in unseaworthy condition. She 


was without the complement of crew re- | } 


quired by the statute. Since the Traffic 
Was seaworthy on April 9 when the pol- 
icy took effect, and seaworthy on April 
30, when destroyed by fire at City Island, 


the intermediate breach is unavailing to | 


forfeit the insurance on the hull. As to 
the voyage policy, such a policy differs 
fundamentally from a time policy in the 
application of the law of warranties. Ir- 
Tespective of any express warranty, the 
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OW that it’s about time for that jolly 

large-girthed gentleman to come 
sliding down our chimneys again we of 
the EUREKA-SECURITY want to slide 
this Christmas greeting down your 
chimney. 


May you and yours have the happiest of 
Christmases and may the coming year be 
filled to overflowing with good things 
for you. 


KUREKA-SECURITY 


FIRE & MARINE INSURANCE CO. of Cincinnati, Ohio 
Known also as THE CINCINNATI UNDERWRITERS 
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AMERICAN NATIONAL FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


8 East Long Street COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Capital $500,000 


CHARLES G. SMITH, President 

JESSE E. WHITE, Vice-President JOHN A, DODD, Vice-Pres. and Sec’y 
GEORGE E. KRECH, Secretary 

ALLEN W. FLEMING and E. PHILLIP GUSTAFSON, Assistant Secretaries 


Its Name Indicates Its Character Progressive, Yet Conservative 
Operating Along Sound Lines 

















a 
RATE REDUCING || [gwa National Fire Ins. Co. 
Non-Explosive Safety Cans and Des Moines 
Automatic Oil Waste Cans FIRE—LIGHTNING—TORNADO and 


eh eee AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


the Associated Factories Mutual 























Fire Insurance Companies. An IOWA Company For IOWA Business 
“ : IOWA Agents Wanted 
Justrite Manufacturing Co. PARLEY SHELDON C. S. VANCE FRANK P. FLYNN 
2067 Southport Ave, Chicago, Il || Se C. M. Spencer, Vice-President and Secretary ——_ 
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ARKANSAS ILLINOIS (Con.) 1TOWA MINNESOTA 
| O. M. YOUNG JOHN E. CASSIDY Parrish, Cohen, Guthrie, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW ATTORNEY Watters & Halloran BUNDLIE & KELLEY 
Specializing in 
! Facilities to attend Investigations, Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
, INSURANCE PRACTICE Adjustena 
{ Merchants National Bank Building Central ==. is Register and Tribune Building SAINT PAUL 
FORT SMITH 1004 Peoria Life Bldg. PEORIA DES MOINES 
CALIFORNIA 
| Henry E. Sampson Sidney J. Dillon SEXTON, ,MORDAUNT & KENNEDY 
. ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 
sOHN L. DYER CHARLES S. ANDRUS SAMPSON & DILLON Adjusters and Investigators sent to any 
osbebities " a ncn: Vie and Attorney Attorneys and Counselors at Law piace - Gen . “4 
am x Conksten akamuiie ‘ingest ” its Specializes in Casualty work, includ- Suite 601 Register & Tribune Bldg. 1601 Pioneer Building 
Suite 329 Citizens National Ban’: Building Ing investigations. DES MOINES ST. PAUL 
LOS ANGELES, CAL!FORNIA 614 First National Bank Bldg. sanmanains 
pave SPRINGFIELD KANSAS 
BEECHING & HALL COWGILL & POPHAM 
LYMAN M. BECKES “ 
Attorney ond Counselor. et Lew wyers Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
ORLAND eae 
amenaniona: Aeverean, Baboon Ameri- BROWN, HAY & STEPHEN I ie cc a Commerce Building 
can Indemnity, Commercial, Continental, Kim- ° nsurance tigation in Cen- -4 : 4 
a US Cee re Ig tan, Pre. ; 714 First National Bank Bldg. tral and Western Kansas Kansas City, Missouri 
wa SPRINGFIELD 
————_ ——— ——————= HOGSETT & BOYLE 
HARRY W. COLMERY 
JACKSON. DUPREE & CONE INDIANA nga Grand Ave. Temple Bldg. 
’ 612 New England Building 
a2 KANSAS CITY 
Citrus Exchange Building S. BORTZ TOPEKA, KANSAS 
¥ TAMPA LAWYER 
—-—__— 620 Meyer-Kiser Bank Bldg. MICHIGAN Rete, Se Gaeee aan 
iLL INotS INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA Attorney for: Aetna Life, Aetna coon & 
| ALEXANDER & RUTTLE | | Gen “Accs Assur. Cor, Georgia, Casualty, 
A L F R E D R. BAT E S Attorneys and Counselors at Law Globe Indemnity. Independence ‘tubeoaies 
Preierred Accident, Royal Indemnity. Stand- 
ATTORNEY AT LAW George A. Henry Delbert O. Wilmeth 1433-1434 Dime Bank Building ' aed om. Union Indemnity, U. S. Auto, 
j “XC. 
189 W. Madison Street HENRY & WILMETH ore co 
Insurance orneys 
CHICAGO so4-s Meyer Kiser Bank Building D. W. BURROUGHS 
- eee ree . ATTORNEY AT LAW 
Investigate Reece TS tfeation | | Walters, Hicks, Carmichael & Head Specializing in Automobile and 
{ . oo (Formerly Henry C. Walters, and Walters 2 
1 Frederick A. Brown ALL TNES 440 Planters Building 
; 15 — Represent Companies Only ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 
| 18 Otis Building 916-20 Ford Bldg. 
| CHICAGO JAMES L. MURRAY DETROIT NEW JERSEY 
! AMERICAN CENTRAL LIFE BLDG SAMUEL M. HOLLANDER ° 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 
i INDIANAPOLIS DUNHAM & CHOLETTE Chamber of Comn Bidg., Newark, N. J. 
| Cassels, Potter & Bentley ATTORNEYS AT LAW ephone 1140-1 Market 
1060 The Rookery ee eee Lh sek Ged ee 
CHICAGO Slaymaker, Turner, Merrell 
’ ’ ’ a NORTH CAROLINA 
| : Adams & Locke 
Atto s specializing in All Phas f 
a Life & Naame ~g LAURENCE W. SMITH CALE K. BURGESS 
EKERN & MEYERS 151-300 Connoli-utea Bide. Attorney and Counselor Insurance Investigations, Adjust- 
Insurance Attorneys a ies Sakae MICHIGAN TRUST BUILDING ments and Litigation 
208 So. La Salle St. GRAND RAPIDS RALEIGH 
CHICAGO 
JOHN H. KIPLINGER OHIO 
5g =~ Lawyer THOMAS, SHIELDS Z 
HICKS & FOLONIE || “sisi oe pacar 
Specially equipped to handle insurance in- LAWYERS ATTORNEY AT LAW 
231 So. La Salle S* Se sees ete work, par- American State Savings Bank Bldg. LEADER BUILDING 
CHICAGO wakusertta CLEVELAND 
IOWA MINNESOTA = 
i I i i - 3 ewo Rees H. Davis Fred J, You are M. V 
se Sere | if bee ERNEST E. WATSON duhagy Eeeecidagpebpetebierces 
Bh ngerserntengie«3.8 Oliver H. Maier Frederic M. Miler All Lines DAVIS, YOUNG & VROOMAN 
crane 3S Miller Kelly Shuttleworth & McManus Represent Companies Only Attorneys at Law 
Special Attention to the Law of LAWYERS Snctating Stree ef eee Guardian Bldg. 
Fire Insurance and Taxation 1315-1318 Equitable Building DES MOINES 936 Andrus Bldg. Minneapolis CLEVELAND 
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JVHN 11. MicNEAL 

Trial Lawyer 
1367 E. Sixth St. Cleveland, O. 
Kepresenting— ontinental Cas. Co.; Z rica 
Gen. Acc. & Liab. Ins. Co.; Eagle Ind. C« 
Central West Cas. Co.; New Amsterdam 
Cas. Co.; Republic Cas. Co.; U. S. Guar. 
Co.; Am. Guar. Co.; Ind. Co. of Am.; and 
many others. 


A Directory of Responsible Attorneys Specializing 
in Demeanes Law 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


NATIONAL 








McNulty, Williamson & Smith 
Lawyers 

DAKOTA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA 














| 

















KNEPPER & WILCOX 
Outlook Building 
COLUMBUS 








MATHEWS & MATHEWS 


Attorneys At Law 
25 North Main Street 
DAYTON 








DENMAN, MILLER & WALL 
TOLEDO 








Harold W.. Frazer 
Hampton G. Wall 
John W 


Stanley J. Hiett 


ATTORNEYS 
juite 710 Home Bank Building 
TOLEDO, OHIO 











Marshall, Melhorn, Marlar & Martin | 


1032 Spitzer Building TOLEDO 
Edwin J. Marshall John A. Smith 


Donald F. Melhorn 
Thomas O. Marlar 
Ray Martin 

Albert T. Goorley 
Elwyn G. Davies 


Thomas J. Lynch 
Leland H. Notnagel 
C. A. Zinn 

Henry R._ Bloch 
John M. Kiskadden 








Arthur Morgan 


Erskine Maiden, Jr. 





BAILEY & VOORHEES 


Charles O. Bailey Ray F. Bruce 
John H. Voorhees Melvin T. Woods, Jr. 
Theodore M. Bailey Roswell Bottum 


BAILEY-GLIDDEN BUILDING, 
SIOUX FALLS, 
INSURANCE PRACTICE. 





KIRBY, KIRBY & KIRBY 


Established 1836 





Joe H. Kirby Thos. H. Kirby 
Frank G. McCormick Paul L. Redfield 
L. C. O'Hara R. M. Dunn 


Sioux Falls 


General Counsel Western Suretv Co 





+ NNESSEE 





WILLIAM HUME 
NASHVILLE 





ASHINGTON 





ROBERTS & SKEEL 
John W. Roberts E. L. Skeel 


William Truscott 
Elwood Hutcheson 
Eugene F. Hooper 


SEATTLE 








WEST VIRGINIA 


HARRY SCHERR 


INSURANCE AND 
CORPORATION LAW 


(Member Firm 
Vinson, Thompson, Meek & Renshaw) 
Huntington, West Virginia 








WISCONSIN 





RICHMOND, JACKMAN, WILKIE 
and TOEBAAS 


ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 


Adjusters sent any place in Wisconsin 


111 S. Hamilton St. 


MADISON 





MORGAN AND MAIDEN 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 
704-5 First Nationa! Bank Building 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


——E 





OKLAHOMA 








Rittenhouse, Lee, Webster & 
Rittenhouse 


American National Bank Bldg. 
OKLAHOMA CITY 








STEPHENS, SLETTELAND 
& SUTHERLAND 


Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
Investigators and adjusters seat throughout state. 


412-415 First Central Bldg. 











& 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


MADISON 











BLOGDGCCD KEMTER & BLCCDCOOD 
380-284 East Water Street, 
MILWAUKEE 
Representing U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty 


Company. Metropolitan Life insurance Com- 
pany, Globe Indemnity Company 











CORNELIUS OTTS 


LAWYER 





SPARTANBURG 





COL MAN, MURPHY & McCAULEY 
£Cll Piankinton Bldg. 

MILWAUKEE 

ilized in Insurance 

Practice 15 years 


mec 
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GETS OUT NEW COVER FORM 


Nat 
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ional Union Fire Announces Pclicy 
emniiying Scller of Merchandise 
on Time Payment Plan 





Want Tornado Losses Eliminated 


| 


indbergh Insured On Latest Hop 


1 
’ : r . ' 1 | 


“Farm Fire Prevention” Starts 


Ios I’. 


PIRE 


INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


Inspectors Study Spray Painting 


| ectior sureau representative 


tor a three 
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HARTFORD, Dec Stock of the 
| Automob is selling at 390 to . 


400 on 
1¢ strength of an anticipated increase it 


Surplus to $4,000,000 
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CALIFORNIA 





Chicago Office: 1027 Insurance Exchange 
JOHN F.-BLYTHING 


ADJUSTER 
10288 INSURANCE EXCHANGE 
LOS ANGELES 
Tucker 9942 
Just Automobile Adjustments 


DIRECTORY - OF - RESPONSIBLE 


INDEPE 











LP 








ILLINOIS 





| FIRE AUTOMOBILE 


J. L. FOSTER 
INSURANCE ADJUSTER 


617 First National Bank Bldg. 
SPRINGFIELD 











H. L.WITTENBERG & BRO. 


Automobile Adjusters 
Licensed and Bonded Investigators 
805 Insurance Exchange Bldg. 
LOS ANGELES 








COLORADO, WYO. AND N. MEX. 





Charles F. Wilson Charles W. Krueger 
Wilson-Krueger Adjustment Co. 
Adjusters of Insurance Losses 
All Modern Coverage 
840 Gas & Electric Bldg. Denver, Colorado 
710 First Natl. Bk. Bldg., Albuquergue, N. M. 











DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 





NICHOLS COMPANY 


alte on ADJUSTMENTS 


INSURANCE COMPANIES 
C.—Md.—Va.—W. Va. 
Suite. 625-26-27-28 Bond Building 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Practical, Prompt & Courteous Service 











ILLINOIS 





KOERTS & KITTS 


INSURANCE ADJUSTERS 


327 SO. LA SALLE ST. 
Telephone Harrison 5177 


CHICAGO 








WILSON S. 


LEVENS 


AND COMPANY 


ADJUSTERS 
CHICAGO 














THOMAS T. NORTH 
ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 


178 West Jackson Boulevard 
“CHICAGO 








INDIANA 





AMERICAN ADJUSTMENT & 

AUTO THEFT BUREAU, INC, 

Meyer-Kiser Bank Bldg., Indianapolis 
Samuel O. Trimble, Manager 


Automobile & Casualty Claims 
Immediate Alarm Card Service 


MICHIGAN 


OKLAHOMA 





A.H. DINNING COMPANY 


Insurance Adjusters 
Automobile -- Fire -- Marine 


944 Free Press Building 
DETROIT, MICH. 


Phone Randolph 0481 


THE FULLER ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
Prompt Adjustment Services 
Provided in Oklah 
Offices at 
Oklahoma City Tulsa, Okla. 
215 Merc. Bide. 213 Atco Bidg. 
Guy H. Fuller, Mzr. L. M. Hallock, Mer. 














W. A. GIBSON 


AUTOMOBILE AND BURGLARY 
LOSS ADJUSTMENTS 


Cadillac Square Bldg. DETROIT 





PENNSYLVANIA 

















V. M. “ARMY” ARMSTRONG 
AUTOMOBILE ADJUSTMENTS 
ELKS CLUB 
INDIANAPOLIS 








INDIANA ADJUSTMENT CO. 


Automobile Adjustments 


INDIANAPOLIS 
FORT WAYNE 
TERRE HAUTE 
EVANSVILLE 








WILSON S. 


LEVENS 


AND COMPANY 


ADJUSTERS 
GRAND RAPIDS 


Tri-State Automobile Adjusters 
WILLIAM A. McGUIRE, Manager 


Inspecting, Adjusting and Investigations 
for the Insurance Company 


Jones Law Building - - PITTSBURGH 





TEXAS 











MINNESOTA 


Bates Adjustment Company 
“We have served the companies for 

more than twenty-six years” 

Offices: City, Oklahoma; Tiles, 


Oklahoma; Dallas, Texas; Abilene, Texas; 
Amarillo, Texas; rae tn Texas; and Wichita 








LYMAN HANES, Inc. 


General Adjusters for Insurance Companies 


DULUTH, FARGO and MINNEAPOLIS 








Automobile Adjustments Only 


EUGENE McINTIRE 








“12 Years in Texas” 
W. G. GODWIN, General Adjuster 
Kirby Building 
DALLAS 
our contract and Fee Schedule for 
handling Casualty Losses 


COMPLETE ADJUSTMENT SERVICE 


Ask for 











MAIN & BAKER CO. 











LEVENS 


AND COMPANY 


ADJUSTERS 
SOUTHBEND 





318 American Central Life Building General Adjusters 
Phone Main 0144 INDIANAPOLIS | | Minneapolis Duluth 
om ISSO 
WILSON S. r= = 





G. H. MERCIER CO. 


Insurance Adjusters 


DALLAS & HOUSTON 
Send Claim Files to 914 S. W. L. Bldg., 
DALLAS, TEXAS 





WISCONSIN 





THOS. J. ENGLISH 
Specializing on 
AUTOMOBILE and CASUALTY 
CLAIMS 


Pierce Bldg. ST. LOUIS, MO. 








Reliance Adjustment & Service Co. 
A. M. Foley, Mgr. 

General adjusters for insurance companies 

Northern Indiana, Southern Michigan and 

Eastern Illinois. 


201 Union Trust Building, SOUTH BEND 
P. O. Box 617 








IOWA 








G. B. VAN BUREN & CO. 
ADJUSTERS 





J. R. JONES 
FIRE CASUALTY auto 




















i Specializing ie fe . 401 Commonwealth Bldg. Market 230 
Burglary, Automobile, Tourist oat . 
“AN Risk” Adjustments DES MOINES 
$27S.La Salle St.,.CHICAGO, ILL. 
KANSAS 
Mg yt, KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY 
| E. V E N ~ JOHN M. KINKEL W. P. KINKEL 
: Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses 
AND COMPANY seacemenel 
ADJUSTERS HUTCHINSON 
PEORIA 





Lee W. Bort, Inc. 


Independent Adjusters 
Home Office: Beloit, Wis. 








T. A. MORREY 
Adjuster for Fire and Casualty Companies 
718 Pierce Building 
St. Louis, Mo. 











OHIO 





S. R. LEWIS 


204-8 Davis & Farley Bldg. 
CLEVELAND 
Tel. Main 167 


WILSON S. 


LEVENS 


AND COMPANY 


ADJUSTERS 
MILWAUKEE 

















THOMAS T. NORTH 
ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
Automobile and Side Line Losses 

A Specialty 

A E. S. PRIOR, Megr., Milwaukee Branch 

301 Underwriters Exchange Bldg. 
MILWAUKEE 








THAYER’S UNDERWRITERS 
SURVEY COMPANY 
F A. Thayer, Gen. Mgr. N.R. Thayer, ~ 
503-4 finance Bldg., 730 Prosject Ave., S. 
Phone Main 6956-6957 CLEVELAND | 
Specializinz in the adjustment of automo- 
Lile losses and liability claims. 
Investigators for the past 
years. 


twenty-five 





| 














Central Adjustment Bureau 


Adjustments and Inspections for 
insurance companies. 
Illinois, Iowa & Missouri 





MoKan-Okla Adjustment 
Company 


Adjusters for Companies Only 
605 Temple Building, Wichita, Kansas 
309 Bonfils Building, Kansas City, Missouri 
517 Insurance Building, Oklahoma City, 








Ok 
640 Kennedy Bidg., Tulsa, Oklahoma 





fi O. J. MARSH 





Adjuster for Companies in N. W. Ohio and 
Southern Michigan 


AUTOMOBILE AND FIRE 
3906 Berkeley Dr. TOLEDO, OHIO 
Phone Jefferson 1341 








NURNBERG-SCHIFFLER & CO. 


General Adjusters 
Underwriters Exchange Bidg. 


MILWAUKEE 
490 Broadway Phones-Broadway Le 4 
. 











DAVID LAWSON 


53 Merritt St. Phone 2991 
OSHKOSH, WIS. 








~ Ye 


ENT” ADJUSTERS 





Dec 


1927 


igr. 
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WESTERN PROBLEM — 
IN EXCEPTED CITIES 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


| COMPANIES YIELD TO 


LOUISIANA COMMISSION 





offers a program to be taken up and | WILL COLLECT NEEDED FUNDS 


acted on next month. A special commit- | 
tee of the Chicago Board has been meet- 
ing with a committee from the Western 
Union and Western Insurance Bureau. 
The program put forth by the Chicago | 
Board is not endorsed by the company | 
committee. It is presented by the ex- | 
ecutive committee of the organization. | 
Many of the company men are not in | 
favor of it. Some changes have been | 
made from the program presented last | 
summer, which was defeated. The local | 
agents claim now, however, that they | 
will have enough ‘support to carry the | 
new program. 


Main Change in Program 


The main change is the enlargement 
of the Chicago downtown district and a 
reclassification of brokers, giving those 
that are whole-time insurance men 5 per- 
cent more commission than the others. 
The companies insisted on an audit bu- 
reau and some of them demanded that 
there be but one supervising Class 1 
agent, whereas the program presented 
provides for two. 

Many of the companies are balking 
on the program because simultaneously 
there did not appear any regulation of 
Class 1 commissions. The Chicago | 
Board is composed of Class 1 agents. | 
The executive committee took the posi- | 
tion that this organization had nothing | 
to do with arrangements between com- 

| 
| 
] 
| 
| 
| 


panies and Class 1. At the same time a 
number of companies felt that when 
some concrete agreement was reached 
as to Class 2 agents and brokers there 
should be at the same time a definite 
proposal as to limitation as to Class 1. 


Get Some Company Support 


It is found that some companies are 
willing to vote in favor of the proposed 
agreement, feeling that it is a step in the 
right direction and later on hope that 
some action may be taken regarding 
Class 1. The Western Insurance Bureau 
seemingly has been out of tune with the 
Western Union because the latter organ- 
ization adopted a program at its annual 
meeting and did not consult the Bureau 
organization. Therefore, the Bureau has 
not been keen on rapprochement with 
the Western Union on this subject. 

Companies having a large Class 2 
plant are evidently skittish as to what 
will be the effect if the proposed pro- 
gram is adopted. Full time brokers will 
be allowed the same commissions as 
Class 2 agents. Some companies, there- 
fore fear that their Class 2 agents may 
become brokers and place their business 
where they will. At any rate, the com- 
panies having a large Class 2 business 
seem unwilling to jeopardize it, counting 
it more valuable than their Class 1 busi- 
ness. Brokers have all their expenses 
paid while Class 2 agents maintain their 
own offices. Some companies declare 
that brokers will have a distinct advan- 
tage. They claim some Class 1 agents 
are seeking to throw more Class 2 busi- 
ness to their offices. 


Move to Insurance Building 
BOSTON, Dec. 21.—The leases of the 


New England Insurance Exchange, the 
Insurance Library 
and the Underwriters Bureau of 
England, all located at 18 Oliver street, 
oston, expiring April 30th next, 





| Skinner Brothers, 


Association of Boston | 
New 


there | 


has been much speculation among New | 


England insurance men as to whether 
those organizations would remain in 
their present quarters for another term 
of years, or go to the Boston Insurance 
Exchange Building at 40 Broad street, 


| not made. 


| plus. 


Or occupy quarters in a nearby building, | 


the Batterymarch Building. 
word in modern construction, now go- 
ing un. While the leases have not been 
signed it may be said on good authority 
that all three organizations will he found 
in the Insurance Exchanece Building at 
40 Broad street, after Mav 1 next. 


the last 








| Mandamus Proceedings Instituted by 


Commission Against State 
Rating Bureau 





NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 21.—The 


| Louisiana Rating & Fire Prevention Bu- 


reau has expressed its willingness to 
collect from its member companies the 


$20,000 requested by the state insurance 
commission to enable the latter body to 
carry out the work imposed upon 

| under the statute. 

| The: commission had applied for a 
| mandamus writ to direct the Bureau 
to make and submit a budget of ex- 


penses for the current year and to pay 
the commission a $20,000 balance claimed 
to be due on its whole budget of $35,- 


000 for this year’s expenses. Judge 
Walter L. Gleason ordered the bureau 
to show cause why this mandamus 


should not be issued. 
Must Submit Budget 


The law provides that the commission 


must submit its budget for approval 
so that it may be included in the bud- 
get of the bureau, which is collected by 
its assessments on the fire companies 
| operatin in this state. The commis 
sion submitted a budget for $35,000 
This was referred to the companies, but 
has not been approved. The commis- 
sion insisted that an answer be made not 
|later than Nov. 21. The answer was 


The commission says that in 
view of the fact that the bureau has not 
complained that the proposed budget 
was excessive and has paid $15,000 on 
account, it has committed itself. 


Expenditures Criticized 


The commission has been criticized 
for its expenditures during its first year 
of operation, especially under the pub- 
licity item. Local agents and compa- 
nies have taken opposite stands regard- 
ing the law creating the commission and 
providing for its approval of rates. The 
agents claim the law put an end 
to rate cutting, but the companies ob- 
ject to it because of the power it gives 
the commission over the rates they may 
charge, and for other reasons. The con- 
stitutionality of the law has been called 
in question and there is uncertainty as 
to the powers it confers on the com- 
mission. 


has 


Sheehan Recovered from Illness 


W. F. Sheehan, assistant secretary of 
Crum & Forster, returned to New York 
last week after having spent several 
days in the Presbyterian Hospital in 
Chicago. Mr. Sheehan made a business 
trip to Chicago and was taken ill, which 
necessitated his remaining in the hos- 
pital for several days until he felt well 
enough to return to New York again. 


New Travelers Director 


William C. Skinner, a member of 
Hartford real estate 
firm, has been elected a director of the 
three Travelers companies, succeeding 
the late William B. Clark of the Aetna 
Fire. Mr. Skinner is a grandson of 
Ebenezer Roberts, one of the original 
directors of the Travelers. 


Company Well Ballasted 


The Merchants & Manufacturers Fire 
of Newark, which was recently entered 
in the Corroon & Reynolds group, will 
have $500,000 capital and $2,000,000 sur- 
Steps are now being taken to re- 
vamp the company on this basis. 


J. F. Kelkup, formerly in 
England branch office of the Norwich 
Union Indemnity as an underwriter, has 
become connected with the Century In- 
demnity at its Boston office. Mr. Kelkup 
was with the office of Field & Cowles 
before going with the Norwich Union 


the New 





Scottish Guion & National 


Jnusurance Company 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


Assets, $9,693,251.89 Liabilities, $5,543,045.74 
Policy Holders’ Surplus, $4,150,206.15 


WRITES 
Fire, Tornado, Automobile, Rents, 
Sprinkler Leakage, Use and Occupancy, 
Explosion, Riot and Civil Commotion 


J. H. VREELAND, Manager J. H. McCORMICK, Secretary 








THE STATE 


ASSURANCE CO., LTD. 


PROVIDENT FIRE INS. Co. 


Fire and Automobile Lines 


CAR AND GENERAL 


INSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 


Automobile, Liability and Plate Glass 
95 Maiden Lane New York 


ROYAL EXCHANGE 


ASSURANCE 











F. R. Ormsby, Pres. G. E. Hutchings, Secy. Joseph Winum, Treas. and Asst. Secy. 


Industrial Fire Insurance Co. 
Akron, Ohio 
J y 1, 1927 
Surplus to Policyholders $447,088 
Total Admitted Assets $1,335,988 








Capital $300,000 





An Ohio Company writing Business through Ohio Agents. Why not 
represent an Ohio Company? 


AGENTS WANTED! 











JAMES J. CAREY JOSEPH GERSON EK. T. LYONS 
Precident Vice-President Sec. & Managing 
Und - 


THE 


COLUMBIAN NATIONAL 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
of Lansing, Michigan 


Fire Windstorm Rents Use & Occupancy 




















Indemnity. 





DETROIT NATIONAL FIRE 


Insurance Company 
231-233 John R. Street, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
GEO. K. MARCH, President and Gen. Mgr. WYNN C. GEROW, Secretary 


L M. E. BLACK, Secretary 
"ROBERT R. BUCKNELL, Assistant 
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(Go the Great 


Snsurance Fraternity, 
Executives, Emplopees 
and Agents, in America and 
other Countries, we extend 
our Best CHishes for a 
Christmas unrivalled in 
Happiness and a New 


Dear of unprecedented 
Prosperity 











The INDEPENDENCE COMPANIES 


Home Offices — PHILADELPHIA 
Charles H. Holland, President 


Casualty Insurance * Surety Bonds 
Fire Insurance 


+#[ These Companies maintain Human Relations with their Agents, Brokers and Policyholders |#* 
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SAY THAT INCREASE 
WILL SAVE THE DAY 


Declare That 
Automobile Business 
Will Be Helped 


Casualty Officials 
the 


WAS FACING A DEFICIT 


Rate Advance Will Give the Com- 
panies a Chance to Recoup on 
Their Loss Side 


NEW 


companies 


YORK, Dec. 21.—Casualty 
that with the increase 
in automobile liability rates the pend- 
ing deficit in that branch of the busi- 
will be averted. 
1927 will about the 
for 1926 far as automobile 
is concerned. That is, the general show- 
ing on this line will be adverse. The 
automobile liability class will be “in the 
red.” Fortunately the casualty under- 
writers did not wait until the automo- 
bile business got hopelessly submerged 
as did the compensation end _ before 
remedial action was taken. While little 
progress has been made in getting any 
increase in compensation rates, yet the 
companies now feel that the leak has 
been stoppd and from now on the defi- 
cit will be cut down. 
Save Automobile Business 

With two major lines like automobile 
and compensation both showing a defi- 
cit, the casualty business would take on 
a most serious aspect. All casualty com- 
panies have regarded their automobile 
department as the most desirable. They 
have all been going after automobile in- 
surance aggressively. Undoubtedly those 
companies that have been watching their 
step in their underwriting and have made 
a selection as to locality have been able 
to shape up their business along lines 
that is still profitable. 


feel 


ness The figures for 


be same as those 


so business 


Many Specialize on Automobile 


The sharp increase in rates this year 
was somewhat surprising to those who 
were not familiar with the loss experi- 
ence. 


of it may have been due to a desire to 
meet mutual and reciprocal competi- 
tion. As is known there are dozens of 
companies outside the National Bureau 
of Casualty & Surety Underwriters, both 
stock and participating that are special- 
izing on automobile insurance. The net 
automobile liability premiums for stock 
companies last year amounted to $132,- 
667,608. That was just about the 
amount of the workmen’s compensation 
Premiums. The only casualty line that 
surpassed these two was accident and 
health which had net premiums $169,- 
049.286. The automobile liability pre- 
Miums increased about $8,000,000 last 
year. The loss last vear on automobile 
business amounted to about 2 percent 


Many Theories on Loss Cause 


There are many theories advanced as 
to reason for the increasing loss ratio 


¢ Perhaps in the past the reduction | 
in rates has not been justified and part | 


CASUALTY AND SURETY SECTION 


SS RAG May 


| PENNSYLVANIA INCREASES 
FUND RATES 35 PERCENT 


INCREASED PAYMENTS 


| HAVE 
Companies Will Have to Increase Rates 
Only 25 Percent for Compensation 
Business 


| HARRISBURG, PA., De 
the Pennsylvania 
| insurance fund will be 
cent for business to be 


21.—Rates 
workmen’s 
increased 35 per- 
written next year 
over the rates in effect for 1927. Thess 
increases are made necessary for 
reasons. ; 
Abolition 
tial. 
vious 


ot State 


two 


of the 10 percent 
This differential in 1927 
years since the fund was created 
permitted the fund to write compensa- 
tion business at 90 percent of the manual 
rates charged by other insurance 
riers. Since the differential is to be 
ished effective Jan. 1 the 
must write insurance at the 
cent manual rate. 


differen- 


as 1n pre- 


car 


} 1 
abol- 


fund 


State 


full 100 


per- 


rates is because amendments made 
the 1927 Pennsylvania legislature 
creased payments of compensation rates 
25 percent. 


by 


Protests Received 


As a result of these two increases the 
state fund in 1928 will charge a 


of 125 percent. A number of pri 
have been received by the fund fron 
30,000 employers who carry insurat 
with the state. 

A decrease in the number of pol : 
the fund will issue as a result of in- 
creased rates is expected. Frivate con 


panies will have to increase theit : 
only 25 percent to meet the higher com- 
pensation payments. 

In 1927 the fund wrote business of ap 
proximately $3,500,000 and if the 
volume of business is written in 1928 thy 





The second reason for the increase in | 


1 


total premium payments would be 
around $3,900,000 because of the aboli- 
tion of the differential. To this must be 

} added the 25 percent increase in rates 
| for higher compensation payments whicl 

| would bring the total premium up t 

| about $5,000,000, 

| May Increase Dividends 

| 

| Larger increases in dividends on 1928 | 
| business will result if the fund main- 
tains its present dividend policy, pro- 
| vided claims remain at a normal per- | 
| centage. In 1925 dividends of 15 per- 
cent were declared to commercial pol- 


icyholders and 10 percent to holders of 
policies insuring miners. Last year there 
was a flat dividend of 12 percent de 
clared. The 1927 dividend will not 
| announced before January or February 
| In 1926 the total dividend payments 
were $311,838. The actuaries of the fund 
estimate that if the 1928 volume of busi- 
ness is as great as this year with normal 


| claims, the dividends at the close of 1928 | 
| may reach between $600,000 and $625,- 
000. 


[here are probably a number of causes 
|} On a well seasoned business a 
pany that has been getting eight 
notices’ now gets nine. People are get- 
| ting insurance wise. They are attempt- 


com- 
loss 


|} Vice -president or 


GEORGE McNEILL DIES 


MV VA °° gy y x 


AFTER LONG ILLNESS 
HAD LONG INSURANCE CAREER 
Was President and General Manager of 


Massachusetts Accident for 


Sixteen Years 
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GEORGE LEONARD WeNEILL 
tarv. When the company was reorg 
ized on a stock basis 1908 he was 
nade ( il ae ‘ al le ine 
He serve for a number of vears as set 
retarv © the ld nternational Associa 
tio1 ¥ Accident Underwriters 

M McNeill’s service with the Massa 

isetts Accident totaled 44 years. H«¢ 
is survive xy two sons, both of whon 
serve the mip in official capacities, 
ind by s wife and a daughter 
ing to ollect damages where thev can 
Frequently in case of injury to a machine 
the owner will trump up some personal } 
liability claim, declaring that he has sus- 
tained a shock, or been injured in some 
way. Claims are being made for minor 
accidents. The roads of course are far 
nore congested than ever Perhaps 


13 more cCareitessness 
that the 


creased and 


Certain it 1s 1 
irequency 


ratio has 


has in 
mounted 


accident 
| 


loss 


the 





H. S. Ives’ Father Dead 


Gideon S. Ives, referee in bankruptcy 
at St. Paul, father of Henry Swift Ives 
i f the Informa- 
learing House, week j 


Casualty 


tion ( died 


this 


} inc reased 


he National Underwriter 


sevel 


PROGRESS PREDICTED 
IN CASUALTY RETURNS 


Gains Come From Investments, 
as Underwriting Experi- 
ence Is Poor 


VIOLATION OF COST RULES 


Many New Companies Enticing Agents 
From Established Organzations in 


Quest for New Business 


Dec 21 


companies 


Established 
rule 

re- 
made. 


NEW YORK, 


casuaity writing 


as a 


report progress when final 


nt year are 


urn ror tne pres¢ 


Many will show gains in premium in- 


and accessions to surplus accounts; 


he latter, however, is mainly the result 


of investment returns, little profit having 


made tr 


om underwriting operations 





of the offices will make gains in 
come f the leaders admitting 
that they will barely hold their own in 

others confess to a 
income. The normal 
in the casualty and surety 
field is 10 percent a year, an amount that 
would prove ample to furnish an income 
new entrants into the business 
were content to grow slowly. 
Unfortunately, some of the new institu- 
tions are so obsessed with the desire for 
volume that in their eagerness 
to obtwn it they have been making in- 
roads into the agency staffs of the older 
companies. Inducements are being of- 
fered to prospective representatives to 
change their allegiance with promise of 
compensation, through the 
medium of high rental for office space in 
the agency for the accommodation of 
salaried adjusters; through allowances 
for inspections or special service of one 
kind or another, or through the too free 
acceptance of risks. 


th respect, while 
it falling off of 


premium gain 


* Se 1 
lO all 


1k they 


business 


Shy at Compensation Business 


Few underwriters who know their 
business are willing to connect with an 
agency that has an undue proportion of 
compensation risks on its books, know- 
ing that the connection will sooner or 
later prove an expensive one. This 
would necessitate the severing of rela- 
tions with the representative within a 
year or two, which is undesirable 

A few of the later entrants into the 
general casualty arena have adopted the 
theory that the primary essential to fu- 
ture success is to get a volume of pre- 
miums upon their books as speedily as 
possible and in pursuit of this program 
have been making agency connections 
with a freedom that will cause heart- 
burnings when the day of reckoning ar- 
rives. “Make haste slowly” is a safe 
slogan to follow in any avenue of busi- 
ness, and is peculiarly applicable to a 
line of effort as hazardous as casualty 
underwriting. While some of the giant 
casualty companies have training schools 
in which new agents are developed, the 
great majority of the offices seek their 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 47) 
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NEW AMSTERDAM CASUALTY 
BUYS NEW YORK PROPERTY 


ADJOINS PRESENT BUILDING 





Company’s New Site Has Frontage on 
Both John Street and 
Maiden Lane 





The New Amsterdam Casualty has 
purchased the premises, 50-58 John 
street through to and including 51-53 
Maiden Lane, in New York. This com- 
prises a plot of approximately 15,000 
square feet with a frontage of nearly 100 
feet on John street and about 40 feet 
on Maiden Lane. 

This is the largest sale of realty in the 
insurance district during the current 
year. The plot of ground is probably 
the largest in the hands of one owner, 
unimproved with a modern building, be- 
tween Fulton and Wall streets, Broad- 
way and William street. The Maiden 
Lane side of the property is improved 
with a 12-story fireproof building, which 
is directly opposite the new Federal Re- 
serve bank building. 

The property is in the heart of the 
insurance district and adjoins on the 
south and west the building at present 
owned and occupied by the New Am- 
sterdam Casualty. 

The total ground area now owned by 
the company in one plot is approxi- 
mately 17,500 square feet, and it is 
understood that within the near future 
a modern 30-story office building will 
be erected on part of the John street 
plot for occupancy by the company. 


CONNELL IN NEW POSITION 





Becomes Chicago Manager for the 
American Casualty—Was Formerly 
With New York Casualty 





Joseph F. Connell, assistant manager 
of the New York Casualty’s Chicago 
branch office, has been appointed resi- 
dent manager in Chicago for the Amer- 
ican Casualty of Reading. Mr. Con- 
nell’s first connection in the insurance 
business was prior to the world war with 
O. P. Alford & Co. During the world 
war, Mr. Connell was stationed at An- 
napolis as an instructor in seamanship. 
Later he served on a submarine chaser. 





After the war, he returned to O. P. Al- 
ford and in 1920 became associated with : 
Col. Harvey Jones when the latter be- | 
came manager of the Maryland Casualty 
in Chicago. During the five-year period 
in which Col. Jones and Mr. Connell 
were associated with the Maryland Cas- 
ualty the premiums of the Chicago of- 
fice were increased from $250,000 to $1,- | 
500,000 annually. In 1925 when Col.! 
Jones went with the New York Cas- 
ualty as vice-president, Mr. Connell be- 
came assistant manager of that com-| 
pany’s Chicago office. During the time | 
he was connected with the Chicago of- | 
fice of the New York Casualty he as-' 
sisted materially in doubling the pre-! 
mium volume. 

Mr. Connell is a member of the Cas- | 
ualty Field Club, is a yachtsman of con- 
siderable prowess, being a member of 
the Jackson Park Yacht Club and was‘: 
one of the winning crew in the Macki- 
nac races. Mr. Connell succeeds Frank 
W. Green, who is retiring. 





J. B. Nickels Promoted 


J. B. Nickels has been made assistant 
manager in the western department of- 
fices of the New York Casualty at Chi- 
cago. He was assistant to Joseph F. 
Connell until Mr. Connell resigned to 
become manager of the Chicago office 
of the American Casualty. Mr. Nickels’ 
insurance career began in Chicago with 
the Globe Indemnity in the R. W. Hos- 
mer & Co. offices. After two years in 
this connection he became associated 
with the New York Casualty office. 





ACQUISITION COST LIST 
OF THE COMMITTEES 


NAMES SELECTED FOR YEAR 
Companies Whose Representatives Will 
Serve for the National and New 
York Surety Conferences 





NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Members of 
both the national agency and the New 
York City committees of the fidelity and 
surety acqisition cost conference have 
just been elected for the new year. The 
new national committee is composed of 
the American Employers, American Sur- 
ety, Constitution Indemnity, Eagle In- 
demnity, Fidelity & Casualty, Fidelity & 
Deposit, General Casualty & Surety. 
Guarantee Company of North America, 
Hartford Accident, Independent In- 
demnity, Liberty Surety, Maryland Cas- 
ualty, Massachusetts Bonding, Michigan 
Surety, New Amsterdam Casualty, New 


York Indemnity, Northwestern Casu- 
alty, Southern Surety, Sun Indemnity, 
Standard Accident and the United 


States Fidelity & Guaranty. 
New York Committee Listed 


Membership on the New York City 
committee embraces the Aetna Cas- 
ualty, Century Indemnity, Continental 
Casualty, Detroit Fidelity & Surety, Em- 
ployers Liability, Glens Falls Indemnity, 
Globe Indemnity, Great American, In- 
demnity of North America, London & 
Lancashire Indemnity, Metropolitan 
Casualty, National Surety, New Jersey 
Fidelity, New York Casualty, Royal 
Indemnity, Union Indemnity and the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty. 

Membership upon the same commit- 
tees will be selected for the casualty 
conference early in January. 

The committee of three of the na- 
tional committee of the fidelity and sur- 
ety acquisition cost conference which 
will be named to confer with a like body 
representing the Chicago Surety Under- 
writers Association regarding conditions 
in the latter city has not yet been 
chosen though it is understood they 
will be selected by J. Collins Lee of the 
Hartford Accident, chairman of the na- 
tional committee, when the latter body 
meets next month. 





PROMOTE PLAN FOR AUTO 
ACCIDENT COMPENSATION 





COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 21.—An asso- 
ciation is being formed in Ohio, it be- 
came known here this week, to promote 
automobile accident compensation, along 
the lines laid down by former Judge 
Robert S. Marx of Cincinnati, in numer- 
ous addresses on the subject in the last 
few years. The purpose of the associa- 
tion, it is said, is to compel every motor- 
ist to establish his financial responsibility 
for any injury he may cause to others on 
the public highways. Whether this re- 
sponsibility shall rest on the ownership 
of sufficient property, an indemnity bond, 
cash deposit, automobile insurance or 
state compensation is a question to be 
left to the legislatures. The sole aim of 
the association, it is said, is to provide 
some way for compensating innocent 
persons who are injured on the high- 
ways. 


Push “Shyster Lawyer” Probe 


NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Pursuing its 
inquiry into the practices of shyster 
lawyers who prey upon unfortunates 
entitled to recover under the compensa- 
tion act of New York, the State In- 
dustrial Survey Commission learned to- 
day that a number of “runners” are 
allowed to operate with the sanction 
of the state labor department and within 
its very halls. As soon as the Com- 
mission concludes its hearings measures 
will likely be taken tending to eliminate 
the miserable conditions shown now to 
exist. 








TRIPLE CELEBRATION BY 
INTER-OCEAN CASUALTY 


HAS THREE ANNIVERSARIES 





Cincinnati Company Completes 25th 
Year with Affairs in Most Excellent 
Condition 





A triple celebration was observed by 
the Inter-Ocean Casuualty of Cincinnati 
last Wednesday and Thursday. About 
40 agents from the field were guests at 
the home office for a business and sales 
conference which was held in connection 
with the company’s 25th year in business 
20th year as a stock company and 10th 
year with headquarters in Cincinnati. 
The company’s premium income this 
year will reach about $2,100,000 and has 
been multiplied seven times in the last 
ten years.. President J. W. Scherr com- 
mented upon the fact that the company 
had gone steadily forward without mak- 
ing any radical changes in management 
policies. The company now maintains 
railroad, monthly premium, weekly in- 
dustrial and commercial departments. 
All of these are past the early founda- 
tion laying stage and are in excellent 
position for making marked gains. The 
Inter-Ocean is entered in 35 states. A 
special effort will be made to establish 
a banner record in 1928. 


Banquet Wednesday Evening 


At the banquet Wednesday evening, 
the board of directors of the Inter-Ocean 
Casualty recognized the loyal and effi- 
cient service of Miss Mabel D. Pearl 
by presenting her with a check for $500. 
She has been with the Inter-Ocean Cas- 
ualty for 23 of the 25 years of its exist- 
ence. Among the speakers were George 
Neal of Huntington, W. Va., head of 
the company’s agency plant in that state; 
Gus Northcott of West Virginia, a mem- 
ber of the board of directors; A. C. 
Feagan, manager of the company’s in- 
dustrial office there; H. J. Bennett, treas- 
urer of the company, Clarence C. Wy- 
song, insurance commissioner of Indi- 
ana: Dr. R. A. Brown medical director; 
R. E. Richman of THe NationaL UNDER- 
WRITER and Roger Burlingame of the “In- 
surance Field.” Mr. Wysong empha- 
sized the importance of the agent’s posi- 
tion in the business of insurance, stating 
that most of the difficulties brought be- 
fore the insurance commissioner came 
about because some agent told something 
which he should not have told the pros- 
pect or did not tell the prospect some- 
thing which he should have told him. 
During the banquet G. A. M. Willson 
of Albuquerque N. M. on behalf of the 
agents presented a Navajo blanket to 
President Scherr and one also to Vice- 
President Alpaugh. 


Blanchard Goes to Chicago 


T. Blanchard, who has been safety 
engineer for the Hartford Accident & 
Indemnity and Shell Agency in Cincin- 
nati for the past 18 months, goes to the 
Chicago office of the Hartford Accident 
& Indemnity in the agency department 
the first of next year. Mr. Blanchard 
went to the Cincinnati office from Phil- 
adelphia. He has made an excellent 
record as a safety engineer. He is 
succeeded in the Cincinnati office by 
J. V. Grubbs, who comes from Minne- 
apolis. 


Market Hudson Casualty State 


Mansfield & Co., investment brokers 
in New York City, are marketing the 
stock of the Hudson Casualty of New 
Jersey. It writes general casualty lines. 
It was incorporated as a mutual and 
later converted to a stock comnpanv 
with $125,000 capital. It has increased 
its capital to $500,000. Mansfield & Co. 
are selling the extra shares. Its total 
income last year was $518,117. It is the 
intention of the directors to place the 
company’s stock on a dividend basis in 
the near future. - 
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W. E. SNYDER TO GO 
TO THE CENTRAL WEST 


WILL LOCATE IN DETROIT 





Will Establish the Surety Department— 
Has Been Elected Fourth Vice- 
President of Company 





William E. Snyder, who was formerly 
superintendent of the surety department 
of the Columbia Casualty, is becoming 
connected with the Central West Cas- 
ualty of Detroit to organize and take 
charge of its surety department. He has 
been elected fourth vice-president. He 
went with the Columbia Casualty six 
and one-half years ago to assist in the 
organization and development of its 
surety business. Mr. Snyder’s surety 
experience dates back to 1909, when he 
connected with the National Surety at its 
head office. He remained there for four 
years. In 1913 he joined the Globe In- 
demnity’s bonding department. In 1917 
he assumed charge of the bonding de- 
partment of the New York City metro- 
politan office of the United States Fi- 
delity & Guaranty. Later he went with 
the National Surety, covering eastern 
Pennsylvania. Then he returned to New 
York City and joined the London & 
Lancashire Indemnity, becoming super- 
intendent of the fidelity and surety de- 
partment in the metropolitan district. 
He left that company in July, 1921, to 
take up his duties with the Columbia 
Casualty. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
COMPULSORY AUTO PLAN 








WASHINGTON, Dec. 21.—Compul- 
sory automobile insurance for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia is proposed in a meas- 
ure introduced in Congress by Senator 
Jones of Washington. This is the first 
measure of the sert to be proposed for 
the District. 

As with the Fitzgerald workmen's 
compensation plan, the Jones bill pro- 
vides for the so-called state fund method 
of handling the insurance, creating a 
District of Columbia motor vehicle in- 
surance fund to which every automo- 
bile owner would be required to pay an 
annual premium to be determined by 
the Federal Employes Compensation 
commission, which would administer the 
law, with the approval of the District 
superintendent of insurance. This fund 
would be started with an approproiation 
of $50.000, to be repaid when a surplus 
of $75,000 has heen acauired. 

The commission would be empowered 
to divide automobile owners into such 
groups as shall he equitable for the pur- 
pose of establishing premium rates. The 
hill prescribes a schedule of compensa- 
tion payments to be made to iniured 
nersons according to the degree of dis- 
abilitv, and a schedule of npavments to 
he made to the families of those killed. 
The payments are predicated on the 
average salary of the iniured person. 


Chicago Committee Named 


Harry E. Hill of the Geat American 
Indemnity. Charles H. Burras of the 
National Surety and Louis J. Kempf of 
the Travelers have been appointed 2 
committee of three from the Casualty 
Underwriters Association of Illinois to 
work with a committee of three ap- 
pointed from the national agency com- 
mittee to straighten out the acquisition 
cost situation in Chicago. 


Hosmer Gets Constitution Indemnity 


R. W. Hosmer & Co. has been ap- 
pointed to represent the Constitution In- 
demnity in Chicago and Cook County 
on a general agency basis. It will write 
burglary and other lines for the com- 
pany. It will continue its representation 
of the Globe Indemnity, which has beet 
attached to the Hosmer office for many 
years. 
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ACQUISITION RULES FOR 
WISCONSIN DISCUSSED 


SURETY MEN DISSATISFIED 


Various Angles in Application of New 
Schedule to That State Reviewed by 
Milwaukee Association 





| 
| 
| 
| 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 21.—The acqui- | 
sition cost program was given an airing | 
at the meeting of the Surety Underwrit- 
ters Association of Milwaukee last Fri- 
day and the discussion was carried over 
until this week’s meeting. 

Branch managers and general agen- 
cies both presented their angles as to| 
what would happen if the program were 
put into effect in Wisconsin. The feel- 
ing on both sides was that neither the 
branch managers nor the general agen- 
cies wanted to give up or sacrifice 
agency plants which have taken them a 
jong time to build up. The general agen- 
cies believe the branches have an edge 
on them in view of the fact that general | 
agents are on the 30 percent basis, and 
cannot afford to give the same commis- | 
sion they are getting nor can they allow | 
even 25 percent except in a few rare 
cases, in which instances the other | 
lines sub-agents secure for them balance 
the loss on the surety commissions. | 





Say They Will Lose Agents 


Under the acquisition cost program, | 
with companies permitted to have three | 
30 percent agents and eight 25 percent | 
agents, and also securing relief in cer- 
tain points, as has been done in Illinois, 
the general agents say they cannot stop 
branches from taking their surety agents 
away, if the branches feel inclined to 
pay a higher commission to the sub- 
agent. , 

Branches do not want to go into the | 
proposition until they are assured that | 
the acquisition cost program is going 
to work and that all branches are going | 
to abide by the rules. The question of | 
relief being given at certain points, on 
application to and in the judgment of | 
the national committee, is a sore point 
also from the branch angle and the gen- 
eral agencies do not look on it with} 
favor. 

Some are of the opinion that there 
will be more business written at a higher 
commission under the acquisition cost | 
rules than there is now under the pre- 
vailing system. They foresee a scramble 
to get agents in the best 11 points in| 
the state. 

Under the present situation, general | 
agencies are in a position to come in 
under the acquisition cost program for 
the simple reason that they are not able 
to pay a high commission to sub-agents 
and consequently they are already com- 
plying with the new rules laid down. 


Complications on Jurisdiction 


A difficulty in Wisconsin which would | 
also have to be ironed out is the coordi- | 
nation between Milwaukee, Chicago and 
Minneapolis or St. Paul. Some compa- | 
nies handle part of the southern terri- 
tory in Wisconsin from Chicago, and 
the north and northwest districts from 
either St. Paul or Minneapolis. The in- 
stallation of the new rules with only 11 
points allowed, three paying 30 percent | 
and eight paying 25 percent commis- | 
sions, in the state would mean that Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee, Minneapolis or A 
Paul offices would have to eliminate 
some of their agents to whom they are | 
now paying a high commission. The 
limiting of the 11 points in Wisconsin 
would be a difficult and ticklish problem 
to handle, because each of the three of- 
fices would have agents they probably | 
would want to keep, and yet some would 
have to go under the new rules. 

It was suggested that the branches do 
Rot sign up any more agents at 25 per- 
cent commission rates in the future as 


RECORD NOVEMBER IN 
NEW ENGLAND STATES 


CENTRAL WEST NOT SO GOOD 


Texas Increases 68 Percent Over Octo- 
ber Total in Dodge Corporation 
Construction Contract Report 


Showing a drop of 17 percent from | 


last month’s record and a 4 percent de- 
crease from the corresponding month of 
1926, the total volume of construction 


contracts awarded in the 37 states east | 


of the Rocky Mountains in November 
amounted to $466,393,400, according to 
F. W. Dodge Corporation. The amounts 
volume on different classes of work in 
November was $214,962,700 or 46 per- 
cent of all construction work for resi- 


dential buildings; $76,089,000 or 16 per- | 


cent, for public works and _ ultilities; 
$52,890,700, or 11 percent, for industrial 
projects; $43,520,800, or 9 percent, for 
commercial buildings. During the past 
11 months there was $5,825,691,300 
worth of new building and engineering 
work started in the 37 states east of the 
Rocky Mountains, a decrease less than 


| one-half percent for the corresponding | 
| period of last year. The new work con- 


templated during November in these 


states amounted to $827,456,700, an in- | 
| crease of 36 percent over the amount 


quoted for the preceding month, or a 
gain of 31 percent over the report for 
November of last year. 


Gains on Last Year 


Building and engineering contracts 
awarded last month in New York and 
northern New Jersey were 10 percent 
ahead of the amount reported in No- 
vember last year and 25 percent under 
the October, 1927, record. New con- 
struction started in the territory the 
first of the year showed a gain of almost 
$7,000,000. The November volume of 
construction contracts written in the 
New England states is the highest No- 
vember contract total yet recorded in 
this territory. It is 18 percent ahead of 
the November, 1926, total. However, 
there is a drop of 6 percent in the 
amount of new work started the first 11 
months of the year. 

The Middle Atlantic states showed a 


| drop in contracts for November of only 


$208,700 over the preceding month, but 
it was 28 percent less than the total for 
November, 1926. New construction 


| started in this district during the past 


11 months showed a gain of 5 percent 
over 1926. Last month’s record was 4 
percent ahead of the November, 1926, 
total in the Pittsburgh district. There 
was a loss of 24 percent on record for 
October, 1927. The increase for the first 
11 months for the corresponding period 
of last year was 3 percent. 

In the central west the construction 


started last month was 33 percent under | 


the October record and 21 percent be- 
low the amount reported in November 
of last year. During the past 11 months 


there was a gain of 7 percent over 1926. | 
The northwest showed a loss of 30 per- | 
cent from October and a loss of 6 per- | 
A | 


cent from November of last year. 
loss of 18 percent was also shown for 
the total of the first 11 months of this 
year. Southeastern states figures in- 
creased 15 percent over October and 2 
percent over November of last year. 
New construction started in this district 
since the first of the year shows a loss 
of 19 percent. The figures for Texas 


shows an increase of 68 percent over | 


October, 1927, and 72 percent over No- 
vember, 1926. The cumulative total for 
the past 11 months showed a drop of 
4 percent over the corresponding period 
of last year. 





a step in reducing the number of agents 
receiving this rate. 

The new rules are to be studied thor- 
oughly before the next meeting and a 
discussion as to the interpretations to be 
put on them will probably ensue. 


AIR MAIL SERVICE IS 
PROVING SATISFACTORY 


——_— 


RAPID DISPATCH IS NEEDED 
Casualty and Surety Companies Are 
Finding This Method of Trans- 
mission Is Successful 








Insurance companies, especially those 
| writing liability and surety policies, are 
| finding constantly increasing use for the | 
| air mail. With growing complexity in 
business, and wider coverage granted by | 
| this form of insurance, the business of 
surety companies, as measured by num- | 
ber and variety of policies issued, has | 
reached enormous proportions. 
One New York company, with nearly 
40 branch offices, reports constantly in- 
| creasing use of the air mail to the home | 


CASUALTY, SURETY CLUB 
MEETING IS SCHEDULED 


ELECTION IS TO BE FEATURE 
Dinner Will Be “Speechless”—Holiday 
Party Will Follow Session on 


Business 


NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—The annual 


| meeting of the Casualty & Surety Club 


of New York will be held Dec. 29. The 
following have been nominated as offi- 
cers and members of the executive com- 
mittee for the new year and their elec- 
tion is likely: 

For president, Richard Deming, vice- 
president American Surety; first vice- 
president, John McGinley, New York 
general manager Travelers; second vice- 
president, Thomas J. Graham, vice- 


} - o ° ~ . 

_ The ~e i a | president Globe Indemnity; secretary- 
a ngs a oi Pg me er oe | treasurer, F. W. Bull, assistant secre- 
| agencies has completely transiormed | tary American Surety. For additional 


business practice in this line during the 
| last few years. To get this material to 
| the office issuing the policy in the 
| shortest possible time so that the risk 
may be promptly passed on, is of the 
utmost importance. From all parts of 
the country, therefore, branch office cor- 
respondence is flying to New York and | 
notable expedition and saving of time 
have been the outstanding result. The 
National Air Transport lines are highly 
commended for the service from Chi- 
cago to New York, and from Dallas to 
Chicago. 

As far west as Pacific coast points 
and from the extreme north and south, 
it is practical to send by air to New 
York the numerous documents that go 
to make up the exhibits in various cases. 
Performance of the air mail is reported 
as excellent, whether shipment be 
from the Pacific Coast the middle 
west territory. 


the 
or 


AETNA LIFE CLUB ELECTION 


John A. Benson of Aetna Casualty 
Heads Home Office Organization 
for Coming Year 


HARTFORD, Dec. 21.—John A. Ben- 
son ‘was elected president of the Aetna 
Life Men’s Club at the annual banquet. | 
Mr. Benson succeeds Irving S. Bailey, 
who has been president of the club for 

two years. 

Other officers elected are: W. I. Mor- 
accident and liability department, 
| first vice-president; T. A. Erickson, Au 
tomobile, second vice-president: A. E 
Bullock, hfe department, third vice-pres- 
ident: Laurence E. Wilson, accident 
and liability department, fourth vice- | 
president; Louis Potter, cashier’s depart- 
ment, treasurer; Charles O. Mount, 
Aetna Casualty & Surety, secretary: 
A. B. Wood, accounts department, his- 
torian. 

The election followed a banquet at 
which L. K. Babcock, secretary of the 
| casualtv claims division, was toastmas- 
ter. The speaker was Rev. James Gor- 
don Gilkey of the South Congregational 


row 


Church, Springfield. who discussed 
| “How to Fill First Place.” 
| Mr. Benson, the new president, has 


| been employed by the Aetna Casualty & 
Surety for 15 years and is now super- 
intendent of the surety department 
Following the election of officers, a 

program of entertainment was presented, 
a skit being offered by members of each 
department of the company, with Clar- | 
ence T. Hubbard, assistant secretary of | 
the Automobile, as master of ceremo- | 
nies. More than 500 attended, includ- 
ing President Morgan B. Brainard. 


National Union Indemnity Increase 


Capital of the National Union Indem- 
nity of Pittsburgh has been increased to 
$1,000,000. The surplus account has 
been increased in the amount of $125,- 
000. 





members executive committee: George 
E. Hayes, vice-president Union Indem- 
nity; H. P. Jackson, president Norwich 
Union Indemnity; E. R. Lewis, New 
York manager and vice-president United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty; F : 
O'Neill, president Royal Indemnity, and 
George H. Reaney, vice-president United 
States Guarantee. 
Following the business 
customary Christmas party of the or- 
ganization will take place. Promise is 
made that “there will be no speakers, 
the dinner to be devoted to fun and 
frolic in keeping with the holiday spirit.” 


session the 


MOVE OFFICE TO ST. PAUL 
Hartford Accident Announces Change 
in Northwestern Branch—F. B. St. 
John Made Manager 


On Jan. 2. the northwestern branch 
office of the Hartford Accident & In- 
demnity, which has been operating in 
the New York Life building, Minne- 
apolis, will move to 360 Robert street, 
St. Paul. and will be known as the St. 
Paul branch office. Frank B. St. John, 
formerly special agent, will be manager. 
The company’s agents have been ac- 
vised that this change has been made in 
the interests of increased efficiency—in 
line with a policy of keeping a_ step 
ahead of a constantly growing business. 

Mr. St. John, who has been with the 
Hartford Accident for the past seven 
vears, was born at Pontiac, IIL, in 1892. 
He was educated at St. John’s Military 
Academy. He saw service overseas in 
the World War in the 77th Division as 
sergeant major of combat engineers. 

He began his insurance career with 
the western department of the F idelity- 
Phenix Fire in Chicago. Since joining 
the Hartford Accident he has served in 
various capacities in its western depart- 
ment, managing the accounting depart- 
ment in Chicago, traveling in Iowa as 
special agent and later Minnesota and 
northern Wisconsin. He has been in 
this field for the past three and a half 
years. 


Recommend U. S. F. & G. Stock 


Howe, Quisenberry & Co., the Chicago 
investment house, is featuring the stock 
of the United States Fidelity & Guaranty. 
This firm states that it believes the stock 
of the United States Fidelity & Guar- 
anty offers a splendid investment at this 
time owing to the financial solidity of 
the company and very capable manage- 
ment. The circular states that the United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty is now oper- 
ating through 7,600 branch offices and 
agencies under a very aggressive man- 
agement. The firm says, “The com- 
pany’s practices are conservative and its 
underwriting has been carefully and 
profitably conducted.” Since the organ- 
ization the total contributions to surplus 
have been $4,063,373. 

















40 CASUALTY 


THE 











| WORKMEN’ S COMPENSATION 








FINAL KANSAS HEARING JAN. 4 | INVOLVES NEW MARINE LAW 


New Material Renciead by Commis- 


sioner Baker from Compensation 
ee Companies 
TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 21 Com- 


missioner Baker has set final arguments 


in the workmen's compensation rate case 
for Jan. 4. The new compensation law 
went into effect July 1. Shortly before 
that date the companies filed a new 
schedule to become effective with the 
new law. In the numerous hearings 
growing out of this schedule the com- 
missioner ruled that the companies had 
not made a sufficient showing to war- 
rant the proposed increase and made 


an order reducing the old rates and mak- 
ing them effective under the 

The carriers then sought a rehearing 
and offered much additional evidence 
support of their claims for higher rates. 
The rehearing was granted but not 
held until October and then it was found 
that the material submitted insutf- 
ficient in that the test were not 
all complete. In November two inspec 
tors for the department were sent to 
New York to examine the files of the 
carriers on the test claims submitted. 

In addition to the arguments of the 
carriers on the present showing, Mr 
Saker has requested the companies t 
submit briefs on the application of in 
vestment earnings and unearned pre 
mium income to the compensation rates 
The Kansas Supreme Court ruled these 


new law. 
in 


Was 


Was 


Cases 


should be considered in the fire insur- 
ance rates and the commissioner wants 
to know whether or not they should be 


in fixing compensation rates 
1e legal arguments supporting 


considere d 
also and t 
this = rea 


oe a 


| Virginia District Court Decides Case in 
Which Compensation Jurisdiction 
Was Questioned 


not 
and 
Act of 


is payable 


Harbor 


When compensation 
under L ongshoremen’s 
Workers’ Compensation 
1927. Here the bill alleges that a cer- 
tain award made by the commissioner 
in favor of an employe of the plaintiff, 
under the longshoremen’s and harbor 
workers’ compensation act “is not in ac- 


cordance with the law” and therefore 
asks under section 21 of the act that an 
injunction be awarded restraining the 
carrying out and enforcement of the 
order. The injury for which compensa- 
tion was allowed was sustained while 
'injured, a painter, was at work on a 


staging erected on the deck of the cradle 
of a marine railway around the stem of 
a ve ssel of 
ing on the railway. The point at which 
the injury occurred was on dry land well 
above the high water mark of the Eliza- 
beth river. The railway constructed 
on 
into and 600 feet under the water on a 
foundation of piling driven into the soil 
under the water. Section 3 (a) of the 
act provides: “Compensation shall be 
pavable under this act in respect of dis- 
ability or death of an employe, but only 
if the disability or death results from 
an injury occurring upon the navigable 
waters of the United States (including 
any drydock) and if recovery for the 
disability or death through workmen’s 
compensation proceedings may not val- 
idly be provided by state law.’ 

Held, that the injunction must be 
granted. Since the employment related 


1s 


to work to be done on a completed ves- 


sel, the contract was maritime in its na- 


July 1, | 


| pensation 
| law inapplicable. 





4,000 tons burden then rest- | 


a foundation on land and runs down | 
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ture, but since the vessel and the 
way on which she was drawn were 
both on high land and the injury 
sustained under those conditions, 
tort was non-maritime, for it has 
ways been the rule that in cases of tort, 
differing from cases of contract, the test 
of jurisdiction in the admiralty depends 
upon the place where the injury occurs, 
and since the injury here was on dry 
land, it follows that the Virginia com- 
act valid, and the federal | 
The court refused to 
opinions of the com- 

Shipyard vs. 
Eastern Dist. of 


is 


recent 
commission. 
S. -Dast.. 44., 


follow two 
pensation 
Lowe, U. 
Virginia. 


New Rules for Caisson Work 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 14—Rules govern- 
ing the employment of men working un- 
der compressed air are being formed by 
the advisory committee of the Wisconsin 
industrial commission, to bring about a 
cessation in “bends,” disease 
caused through this occupational hazard. 

Caisson work is one of the most haz- 
ardous of occupations and it carries one 
of the highest rates in the 


| of 


| of compensation to the mother of the 


| the 


99 


December 22, 1927 


en 


—= 


of the 


compensation schedule. Most 
deaths and affliction with the “bends* 
in Milwaukee have been in connection 
with the large amount of deep bored 
sewers which have been and are under 
construction. 


Suicide Award Is Upheld 


Court of Errors 
has upheld the 


at 
award 
late 
formerly librarian 
of Middletown, 
appealed 
suicide, 


The 
Bridgeport, 


Supreme 
Conn., 


A. Wilder, 
library 
Travelers 
the death, 


| Miss Edna 
the Russell 
from which the 
ground that 


was 


| by the young woman's voluntary act. 


} 


| the 
| nervous and 


} 


and deaths 

| surgical 
}and a 
| der’s suicide, 


workmen’s | in 


| brarian were 


handed 
Donohue 


down 
that 
excessive 


The court in its opinion 
agrees with Commissioner 
“worry and anxiety and 
mental activity” which Miss 
underwent in her work li- 
“all contributing factors ip 
the ultimate mental breakdown of the 
decedent and must be traceable to her 


as 


Wilder 


| employment.” 


library's 
medical, 


the award the 
insurers must pay all reasonable 
and hospital bills for the four 
half months preceding Miss Wil- 
funeral expenses and $5,716¢ 


Accordinz to 


312 weeks. 





for 





WITH BURGLARY UNDERWRITERS 








COURTS RULE FOR INSURED 
Company Prevented From Denying 
Liability Because of Nature of Ten- 
ancy of Residence 


In National Surety vs. Fox, supreme 
court of Arkansas, 296 S.W. 718, the 
company issued a burglary policy cover- 
ing the property of the insured in his 
residence. While this policy was in force, 
the insured leased the residence furn- 
ished to a third party. The general agent 
of the company was notified of this fact, 
and offered no objection. 

The insured was absent in California 
some time and when he returned 


To those agents and brokers we ve had the 


certain personal property from his resi- 
cence could not be found. He thereupon 
ciaimed the right to recover the loss suf- 
fered under his policy. The company 
denied liability on the ground that the 
loss, if any, occurred while the property 
was rented to a stranger, and that it was 
not covered by the terms of the policy 


Lower Court Upheld 


The trial court found in favor of the 
insured. On appeal the higher court in 
reviewing the record, and in affirming 
this judgment, said: 

“We concluded that, when the insured 
notified the insurance company’s general 
agent and the agent made the statement 
that Fox testified he did make, the in- 
surance company could not thereafter 
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pleasure of serving during the past year 
and to all the Insurance Fraternity of America 
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= At This Jovous Season 
it is @ne of our Greatest 
Wleasures to Extend to 





4 Every Company and to 
= Every Agent Our Sin- 
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= New Wear of Happiness 
and Success in GAnbound- 
ed H#leasure. 
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That’s Why We Lead 
the World in Making 
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Replacements 
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CHICAGO, ILL. 


TELEPHONE: MOHAWK 1100 :: ALL DEPARTMENTS 

















THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


declare a forfeiture or defeat recovery 
because of the occupancy of the house 
by the tenant. It will be remembered 
that the agent does not deny that he 
made the statement which Fox says he 
made. 

“It may be that the insurance com- 
pany preferred to have a tenant rather 
than to have the premises unoccupied. 
The policy provides for the house to re- 
main unoccupied for a longer period than 
Fox intended to be away, and the in- 
surance company may have preferred to 
have a tenant rather than to have it 
unoccupied. It may have thought that 
burglary was more likely to occur if the 
house were unoccupied than if it were 
occupied by a tenant. At any rate, the 
plaintiff swears that he notified the 





ne 
circumstances. * * * 
“There was sufficient proof to 
the finding of the court, and the 
ment is affirmed.” 


justi 
pe 





Verdict Favors Company 


The National Surety was recently 
awarded a verdict by a New York j 
on action brought against it concerning 
a claim under a burglary policy. Ty, 
plaintiff claimed someone had entere 
his home and taken over $3,000 j» 
jewelry from a dresser in the room fy 
which the plaintiff slept. The maid wh, 
slept downstairs was the only one to 
hear the alleged intruder. It was ¢. 
tablished that the window through 
which the intruder is claimed to hay, 
entered was not broken in any way, 
There was no sign on any portion of the 
premises which indicated a forced entry 








agent and the agent does not dis-| although it was claimed that all doon 
pute it and the insurance company | and windows were locked the nigh 
could not declare a forfeiture under such before. 
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CONFERENCE DATES ARE SET 





Health & Accident Underwriters Mid- 
Winter Meeting to Be Held at Stev- 
ens Hotel, Chicago, March 13-14 





The mid-winter meeting of the Health 
& Accident Underwriters Conference 
will be held at the Stevens hotel in Chi- 
cago, March 13-14. Announcement to 
that effect was made this week by Har- 
old R. Gordon, executive secretary of 
the conference. The selection of Chi- 
cago as the meeting place was decided 


| upon by the executive committee of the 


conference several weeks ago, but the 
exact date and the convention head- 
quarters were left to the members of 
the committee residing in that city. 

Inasmuch as there will be no banquet 
at this session, the meeting of the execu- 
tive committee, which is usually held the 
night preceding the opening of the con- 
vention, will be held instead the night of 
the first day of the meeting. It is pos- 
sible that a luncheon speaker may be 
arranged for on the first day, which 
would provide practically a continuous 
session on that day. 
business sessions each day. 

Practical Program Planned 

C. O. Pauley of the Great Northern 
Life is chairman of the program com- 
mittee and is planning a schedule for 
the two-day session that will be thor- 


There will be two | 
| Personal Accident & Health Underwri- 
| ers, of which F. 
| Maryland Casualty, is head, will be hel 
| at the 





oughly practical and full of interest to | 


everyone connected with the accident 
and health business. As previously an- 
nounced, one day probably will be de- 
voted entirely to agency questions, with 
especial reference to the inter-relation 
between the problems of the home office 
and the field man. It is expected that 
a number of the companies will have 
one or more of their leading agents in 
attendance, with the idea of giving them 





a better understanding of home office | 


problems. It is felt that many of the 
criticisms made by agents on company 
practices are due to the lack of such 
understanding and it is believed that 
through an arrangement of this sort 
tetter relations can be brought about. 


Report from Advertising Conference 


It is expected that a report will be 
made at this meeting on the request 
presented to the Insurance Advertising 
Conference for a survey of the ways in 
which public relations in the field of ac- 
cident and health insuruance may be im- 
proved. That request was made follow- 


ing the Toronto meeting, as the result | 


of an offer made by President Clifford 
Elvins of the Advertising Conference, 
who was present at: that meeting, to 
make such a survey if desired. The 
matter was brought up at a meeting 


vertising Conference last week, in con- 
nection with a discussion of the work of 
its public relations committee, and im- 





mediate action is planned, in order that | 


the report may be submitted at the mid- 
winter meeting. 


| nual premium is $6. 


WILL INCREASE ITS CAPITA, 





North American Life & Casualty Wi 
Have $250,000 Stock and Add 
to Its Momentum 





At a recent meeting of the stockhold. 
ers of the North American Life & Cas. 
alty of Minneapolis provision was mat 
for increasing the amount of the com. 
pany’s authorized capital from $125,0H 
to $250,000. 

President Z. H. Austin states that; 
substantial amount of the increased cap. 
ital and a corresponding increase of su. 
plus is expected to be actually paid i 
before Jan. 1. In the meanwhile tk 
present stockholders have been giventh 
usual preference rights to purchase stock 
payable on or before Dec. 30. In pw 
viding for the increased capitalization 
the company contemplates more exter 
sive life insurance operations. Its pri- 
cipal business heretofore has been healti 
and accident insurance. 





Annual Meeting Is Called 


The annual meeting of the Bureau ¢ 
L. Templeman, of th 


Hotel Astor, New York Cit 


Feb. 


16. 


Issues “Non-Can” Auto Policy 


The Mountain States Life of Holly 
wood, Cal., is issuing a new guaranteed 
renewable automobile and travel accider 
policy, noncancellable to age 70 and pr 
viding an increase of 4 percent on th 
principal sum each year until it has i 
creased 100 percent. The premium ft 
$5,000 principal sum and $100 monthly 
indemnity is $12. For $2,500 princip 
sum and $50 monthly indemnity the a 











To Become California Company 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 21.—Preliminatl 
steps are being taken by the Wester 
Travelers, an assessment accident com 
pany of Omaha, to dissolve the Nebrask 
corporation and reorganize under th 
California law. Notices have been set 
to members informing them of the lege 
formalities necessary and also of th 
reasons for the action. No date has bet 
set for a vote. In 1924 the compat! 
voted to remove headquarters to 
Angeles, and they are now in that cit 
Under its charter, however, it has ® 
keep a home office open in Omaha, a 
as business has grown much faster ® 
California than in Nebraska, it is urge 
that the change will be reflected in 
duced costs. The Nebraska law requitt § 
that elections of officers must take plat 
in the home office, and as the majoritl 
of directors live in California, this 
been expensive. The California corpom 
tion was organized a little while 48% 





of the executive committee of the Ad- | 274 is prepared to take over the entit 


business. 





Accident Case Decided 
Plaintiff contends that the language & 


| the policy makes statement on file wht 


policy was issued the one “last filed 
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ITH sincere appreciation of the 

loyal patronage of the Companies 

upon which our success rests, we 
extend cordial greetings at this holiday 
season, and wish for them and theirs, and 
for every member of the Insurance Fra- 
ternity, a Merry Christmas and a pros- 
perous New Year. 


EMPLOYERS INDEMNITY 


CORPORATION 


E. G. TRIMBLE, President 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 
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SURETY COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE 
DES MOINES, IOWA 


Cc. S. COBB, President 














the company in accordance with such 
law,” and the one and only classification 
of risks and premium rates which can 
modify the contract “in the event that 
insured is injured after having changed 
his occupation to one classified by the 
company as more hazardous than the 
stated in the policy.” Held that such 
construction is too narrow. The policy 
must be read in the light of the statutes. 
The statute manifestly contemplates that 
different clessifications and rates of pre- 
mium may be made after issue of a pol- 
icy, but before “occurrence of the in- 
jury” for which indemnity is claimed, and 
that, when filed, in accord with law, 
they will affect the amount recoverable. 
Mulcahy vs. Travelers, Sup. Jud. Ct., 
Mass. 





Claim Association Program Committee 


President Louis L. Graham of the In- 
ternational Claim Association has an- 
nounced the program committee of that 
association for the coming year. David 





N. Case, chief adjuster of the Travelers, 
is chairman, his associates on the com. 
mittee being Thomas F. Hickey, super. 
intendent of claims, Metropolitan Life; 
S. F. Hill, secretary claims department, 
Canada Life; L. E. Brown, assistant to 
vice-president, Continental Casualty, ang 
Mell W. Hobart, secretary Ministers Cas. 
ualty Union, Minneapolis. 

The time and place for the next con. 
vention have not yet been selected, but 
it is practically certain that it will be 
held at some point in the east. 





Wicks to Head Commercial Travelers 


UTICA, N. Y., Dec. 21—Russell 4, 
Wicks will be chosen president of the 
Commercial Travelers Mutual Accident 
again at the annual meeting Jan. 9. 

This slate, with Mr. Wicks at the head, 
has been nominated for election: Sec. 
retary and treasurer, Herbert E. Trey. 
vett; directors two years, Jesse E. Jones, 
Charles E. Kennedy and William Ff. 
Waterbury. 











AMONG SURETY MEN 














PLEASED WITH THE ATTITUDE 





Surety Officials Declare the Milwaukee 
General Agents Are Displaying 
Right Kind of Spirit 





NEW YORK, Dec. 21.—Surety com- 
pany officials are gratified over the in- 
terest shown by their Milwaukee rep- 
resentatives in the acquisition cost rules, 
even where these are criticized, as indi- 
cating an active concern by the field 
men in the regulations. When the com- 
pany men were in conference with the 
Chicago managers and general agents 
a month or more ago they were waited 
upon by a delegation of Wisconsin gen- 
eral agents with whom they discussed 
points in the acquisition cost rules over 
which the field men were agitated. 


Some Rules Sharply Challenged 


Some of the regulations, notably that 
granting relief measures were sharply 
challenged, but these it was pointed out 
were incorporated in order to secure the 
adhesion to the general agreement of 
certain companies whose support could 


not otherwise be counted upon. While | 


the concession was reluctantly assented 
to by some offices, it was finally sanc- 
tioned in the interest of harmony. 





SURETY OFFICERS ELECTED 





Chicago Association’s President for New 
Year Is J. J. Reynolds of New York 
Indemnity 





J. J. Reynolds, Chicago manager of 
the New York Indemnity, was elected 


Association of Chicago at the annual 
meeting last week. Other officers as 
follows were chosen: C. C. Blackwell, 
Constitution Indemnity, vice-president; 
Joseph W. Finch, National Surety, sec- 
retary (re-elected), and Frank McVicar, 
Detroit Fidelity & Surety, treasurer. 

The following were elected to the 
combined executive and acquisition cost 
committee: Richard E. Cline, retiring 
president, Aetna Casualty & Surety; 
William H. Hansmann, American Bond- 
ing; William H. Kress, Fidelity & De- 
posit; Gordon Fox, New Amsterdam 
Casualty; J. L. Maehle, American Sur- 
ety; W. O. Schilling, United States 
Fidelity & Guaranty. Charles H. Bur- 
ras did not accept nomination to this 
committee. One member therefore is 
still to be chosen. 

The following were elected to the 
complaint committee: Elmer Anderson, 
American Employers; H. H. Jeffrey, 
Metropolitan Casualty: Paul B. Welch, 
Royal Indemnity. 

During the last year the association 
had before it a number of important 
problems, the solution of which were 
reported on at the meeting. An interest- 
ing program of entertainment was given. 
Ninety-three attended. 








CHICAGO MEN DISAPPOINTED 





National Agency Committee Changes 
the Plan for Regulating Acquisi- 
tion Cost in City 





The proposed surety acquisition cost 
agreement in Chicago has been disar- 
ranged owing to the fact that the na- 
tional agency committee did not approve 
the recommendations of the sub-commit- 
tee that has been dealing with a commit. 
tee of local people from Chicago. A 
committee of seven was appointed by 
the surety people, of which W. H. Hans- 
mann of the Fidelity & Deposit was 
chairman. This committee worked hard 
and faithfully and drew up a set of regu- 
lations which it felt would be practical 
for Chicago. The sub-committee visited 
Chicago together with representatives 
of other companies and had a meeting 
with the committee and the members of 
the Chicago Surety Underwriters Asso- 
ciation. Seemingly all hands were agreed 
that the proposed Chicago rules would 
be adopted. 


Local Rules Were Amended 


The Chicago Surety Underwriters As- 
sociation, acting on this assurance, 
amended its constitution and by-laws to 
accord with the acquisition cost rules, 
It provided for an executive committee 
of seven which would also be known as 
the acquisition cost committee. The 
local Chicago committee, therefore, got 
the draft of the rules in final shape and 
sent them to New York, thinking that 
the approval by the entire committee 
would be but a matter of form. The 
Chicago surety people, therefore, are 


: ‘ | greatly disappointed to find that the 
president of the Surety Underwriters | . , 


rules have been modified. The Chicago 
Surety Underwriters Association amend- 
ed constitution and by-laws do not con- 
form with the changed pact. One of the 
prime changes made by the entire na- 
tional agency committee is forbidding 
any local Chicago man whose company 
is not a member of the acquisition cost 
conference from serving on the acquisi- 
tion cost committee. 


Local Committee Perturbed 


The Chicago Surety Underwriters As- 
sociation adopted the rules on the 
strength of the fact that with the sub- 
committee of the national agency com- 
mittee felt the local committee could 
handle the surety situation in the city 
regardless of whether a company was 4 
member of the acquisition cost agree 
ment or not. The Chicago local commit- 
tee therefore is very much perturbed and 
hardly knows which way to turn. No 
further meeting of the local committee 
has been called, although the association 
has been informed that the amende 
rules were voted to go into effect Jan. 1. 


Fear Too Much Local Authority 
The supposition in Chicago is that 


some of the companies fear too much 
local authority in regulating the num- 
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Successful Automobile Dealers 
Follow Sound Business Practices 


LTHOUGH automobile manufacturing is confined to a relatively few 
centers, every city and town has its automobile distributors. Those 
worthy of the name conduct their business with good judgment and fore- 
sight. Insurance has a place in their business program. Nevertheless, it 
often happens that needed forms of protection are completely overlooked. 
Consequently, when the #tna-izer presents the Aitna Plan to his automo- 
bile-dealer clients and prospects he is sure of their grateful interest. For they 
are quick to recognize its importance to the future welfare of their business. 


The A&tna-izer Can Supply ALL Needed forms of Protection 


The Aitna offers specialized policy forms and service features 
for automobile dealers and garage owners. It also writes all the 
other types of insurance and bonds essential to this business. 


It Certainly Pays to be an AE:tna-szer! 
FALETNA-IZE 


LIFE « « ACCIDENT + + HEALTH FIRE + + U&O + + EXPLOSION 

TORNADO + + PLATE GLASS + +» WATER DAMAGE «+ + SPRINKLER LEAKAGE 

OFFICE AND STORE ROBBERY + » MERCANTILE SAFE BURGLARY + + CHECK 
ALTERATION AND FORGERY + + FIDELITY BONDS 


Liability— GENERAL PUBLIC + » COMPENSATION or EMPLOYERS’ » + AUTOMOBILE + + 
CONTINGENT + + GARAGE + + ELEVATOR 


AETNA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
and affiliated companies 
AETNA CASUALTY & SURETY CO. AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE CO. 
of Hartford, Connecticut 











46 CASUALTY 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


December 22, 1927 

















Every Agent 
Cannot Represent 


The Standard 


You would not represent any and every company 
that makes you an agency proposition. 


Neither will the Standard grant every agent the 
privilege of handling its business. 


Reputations—even existence are at stake on both 
sides. Both want fair-dealing and a good connec- 
tion that means something tangible—permanent. 





Standard holds its noted reputation by carefully 
choosing experienced agents with reputation and 
character that stands investigation. 


If you are interested in representing a strong, 
friendly, progressive company and believe you 
can pass the test for a Standard connection write 
our Agency Dept. 


STANDARD ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE— DETROIT 


One of The Oldest and One of The Largest 
Casualty and Bonding Companies 
in America. 





SERVICE 


S| Sancho sted SATISFIES 

















FULL COVERAGE Established 1910 HEALTH 
AUTOMOBILE CONTRACT ; ACCIDENT 
* Embracing ANNUAL 
FIRE SEMI-ANNUAL 
THEFT QUARTERLY 
PUBLIC LIABILITY MONTHLY 
PROPERTY DAMAGE PLAN 
COLLISION SPECIAL AUTO 
TORNADO ACCIDENT 





Desirable Open Territory in 
VIRGINIA, PENNSYLVANIA and KENTUCKY 
Write Agency Department 


THE AMERICAN LIABILITY Co. 
CINCINNATI 


OHIO, INDIANA, W. 














ber of agents in different classes that 
may be had in Chicago. Under the pro- 
posed agreement the local committee 
was to pass on exceptions to the acquisi- 
tion cost rules. If there was any ob- 
jection an appeal could be taken to the 
sub-committee of the national agency 
committee. It is stated that some com- 
panies objected to registering the names 
of their agencies’ offices in Chicago 
with the local committee. In Chicago 
there are a number of 30 and 25 percent 
offices and companies doubtless would 
ask for them to remain on the list. 
Objection was made by some companies 
to exposing to the local committee the 
names of their agents in these various 
classes. 
Situation Becomes Worse 


During the last year or so, surety 
commissions have been getting worse 
and worse in Chicago. Years ago broker- 
age ran pretty evenly on the 15 percent 
basis. Then some companies began pay- 
ing 20 and later, if the volume of busi- 
ness warranted, 25 was being paid. 
There are a large number of 25 percent 
contracts out and some companies have 
as high as seven or eight general agency 
or 30 percent contracts. Some of these 
are of long standing. It was found 
that other companies demanded equal 
rights, if exceptions were made to these 
older ones. 


Did Not Want Regulation 





The Chicago people take it for granted | 


that some of the companies objected to 
the effort to regulate the situation by a 
local committee and hesitated to have 
their present arrangements curtailed 

the Chicago district. The bidding for 
business in Chicago has become acute, 
especially with more companies in the 
field and a greater drive being made for 
brokers. Just what the effect of the 
action in the east will have in Chicago 


| ply for either license 


remains to be seen as there has been no | 


meeting of the local clans since word 
was received that the national agency 
committee did not adopt the proposed 
agreement without change. 


Can’t Offset Claim 


It is held in a South Dakota case that 
where surety on a bond for fidelity of 
employe of a national bank becomes lia- 
ble thereon it cannot offset any claim it 
may have against the bank arising from 
the fact that it was also surety on a 
depository bond given by this bank to 
insure repayment of deposits. The valid- 
ity of a contract is to be determined by 
the law of the place where it becomes 


| The 
| commissioner, 


binding and effective. Storing vs. Na- 
tional Surety, Sup. Ct., N. D. 


Seaboard Surety Licensed 


Late last week the Seaboard Surety 
was licensed to transact business in New 
York state. The company was organized 
under the auspices of Frank & DuBois. 
All of the 100,000 shares of stock were 
sold to Rutter & Co. for cash in an 
amount sufficient to pay all organiza- 
tion expenses and provide surplus of 
$1,000,000 and capital of $1,000,000. Rut- 
ter & Co. immediately offered the stock 
for public sale and it was greatly over- 
subscribed. 

Howard M. Frost is vice-president of 
the new company. Mr. Frost is a surety 
underwriter of many years experience, 
having in his career served in the Ameri- 
can Surety, the National Surety, the 
Royal Indemnity and the European Gen- 
eral. He has been with the European 
General for the last five years and leaves 
that company to assume his duties with 
the Seaboard Surety. 


Renew Nebraska Warehouse Bonds 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 21—Bond men 
have been reaping a small harvest in 
December, as all grain storage ware- 
houses must renew their licenses and put 
up a bond sufficient to cover the value 
of whatever grain may be in their cus- 
tody at any time during a year. The 
total business runs about $1,500,000. 
Bonds are as low as $4,000 and as high 
as $15,000. This current year 156 bonds 
were issued to as many warehouses. The 
number has been declining in recent 
years and the commissioners suspect that 
a number that have grain in storage for 
short periods deliberately forget to ap- 
or bond. 

The law provides that every elevator 
that retains grain in storage for more 
than ten days without settling for it with 
the owner automatically becomes a ware- 
house and must get both license and 
bond. 


No Proof of Loss 

AUSTIN, TEX., Dec. 
was no allegation 
Texas Supreme 
ment in four 
commissioner 


21.—Because there 
of proof of loss, the 
Court affirmed the judg- 
cases of the state banking 
against the Aetna Cas- 


ualty, which originated in Eastland 
county. 
The Aetna was surety on the bonds of 


state bank employes and claims resulted. 
trial court found for the banking 
giving judgment for the 


;} amounts sued for on the bonds. The 
appellate court reversed and remanded, 
| since there was no allegation of loss 
and the banking commissioner appealed 
to the supreme. court. The latter 
tribunal upholds the appellate court 
and sends the cases back for another 


| trial. 





—— 








| PERSONAL GLIMPSES OF CASUALTY MEN 





T. C. Anderson, cashier in the Chi- 
cago office of the Norwich Union In- 
demnity, is in Lake View hospital re- 
cuperating from an operation for appen- 
dicitis. Mr. Anderson was attacked by 


the disease suddenly and was suffering | 


acutely before he went under the sur- 
geon’s knife. He is reported resting as 
easily as can be expected. Mr. Ander- 
son is treasurer of the Insurance Club 
of Chicago. 


Howard Sloneker, secretary and man- 
ager of the Ohio Casualty of Hamilton, 
O., is improving rapidly, following his 
injury in an automobile accident about 
ten days ago. Mr. Sloneker was hurt 
about the lips and finds conversation a 
little difficult but expects very shortly 
to be in first class condition again. 

Vice-President and General Manager 
Herman A. Behrens of the Continental 
Casualty of Chicago left Saturday to 


| spend the rest of the month and Janu- 


| 


ary at his place near San Francisco. 
Mr. Behrens spends the summers at his 
home on the coast and is now taking 
about six weeks off in the winter time 


| for a sojourn there. 


John J. Chandler died Dec. 18 at New 
Haven, Conn. Mr. Chandler was the 
father of Vice-president Frank M. 





Chandler of the New York Indemnity. 
Mr. Chandler, who is western manager 
for the company, has gone to New 
Haven for the funeral. 


Spencer Welton, president of the New 
York Indemnity, is on his way back to 
New York from the Pacific coast. 


Attack “Handshake” Ruling 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 21—The theory 
recently promulgated by the Nebraska 
Supreme Court that an employer is re- 
sponsible for whatever damages may be 
occasioned by a too vigorous handshake 
from a clerk to a customer is vigorously 
attacked in a motion for rehearing filed 


by the Hannan-Van Brunt Company of 
Omaha, the employer, which had been 
ordered to pay a customer $3,500 for a 
splintered knee. Haskell, the customer, 
was a chum of Allwine, the clerk, and 
usually when they met some sort of 
horse play was indulged in. This time 


Allwine offered his hand to Haskell in 
greeting and the instant he got hold of 
Haskell’s hand he gave it a tug that sent 
Haskell off balance and into a showcase 
between them. 

The points raised by the employer are 
that it is no part of the duty of a clerk, 
not a thing that he is directed or ex- 
pected to do, to shake hands with a cus- 
tomer, and that when he does so he steps 
out of the role of clerk into that of 
friend, and that a handshake ceases to 
be a handshake when it becomes a tug 
or jerk. 
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PROGRESS PREDICTED 
IN CASUALTY RETURNS 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37) 


representatives from among the men al- 
ready established in the field, the re- 
wit being that the average agent who 
can show a profitable record of produc- 
tion through a series of years and whose 
pusiness classifies well, is now in the 
saddle and can almost dictate his own 
terms when approached to change his 
company allegiance. 
Rules Are Violated 


NEW COMMISSION PLAN 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4) 
erage thereon not exceeding the follow- 
ing: All classes of business, in district 
A, 10 percent, except that 15 percent may 
be allowed upon fireproof apartment, 
office and mercantile buildings, but not 
contents, and buildings and contents of 
sprinklered risks. 


In districts Band C: Ordinary, 10 per- 


| cent; intermediate, 15 percent; preferred, 


Although the acquisition cost rules de- | 
termine the rate of commission that can | 


properly be paid for each of the major 
lines of the business, and these figures 
are supposed to represent the top cost 
of production, there is little doubt that 


the spirit of the governing agreement | 


js violated through one means or an- 
other by offices not able to resist the 
appeal of early premium volume. 

With both workmen’s compensation 
and automobile liability lines showing 
returns anything but inviting, the prob- 
abilities for the companies as a whole 
making an underwriting profit on their 
activities is extremely remote. Although 


20 percent. 

Provided further that members of 
Class 3-A, who sign a special agreement 
with regard to observance of brokerage 
rules may pay and receive an additional 
brokerage of 5 percent in districts B and 
C, but not in district A. 

Members of Class 3-B upon business 
Placed with members may be paid brok- 


erage thereon not exceeding the follow- 
ing: All classes of business: In dis- 
trict A, 10 percent, except that 15 per- 


cent may be allowed on fireproof apart- 


| ment, office and mercantile buildings, but 


gratifying gains have been made from | 


the banking element of the business in 
the past three years, there is no warrant 
that such condition will continue indefi- 
nitely and it should certainly not be 
counted upon in figuring future pros- 
pects. The matter of expenses is one 
that can be regulated by company execu- 


tives and men of experience in the busi- | 


ness recognize the fact and govern it 
accordingly. 


Fidelity &-Deposit Managers Meet 


BALTIMORE, Dec. 21.—The first of a 
series of three-day group meetings of 
Fidelity & Deposit branch managers, 


called by Vice-president E. R. Nuttle to 
consider production plans for 1928, was 
held last week at the home office. Eleven 
managers attended this first meeting. 
They were: A. L. Tash, vice-president, 
Boston; Joseph R. Lowell, Columbus, O.; 


Baxter C. Brown, Buffalo: James E. 
Harlan, Pittsburgh; F. xX. Connolly, 
Philadelphia; M. S. Tanner, Syracuse, 


N. Y.; Col. Paul M. Millikin, Cincinnati; 
Joseph D. Brooks, Albany; Vincent Cul- 
len, vice-president, New York City; 
George Brush, Newark; L. C. Rosen- 
krans. Washington. W. M. Baker, east- 
ern agency supervisor, was also among 
those present. 

Two other similar meetings, 
by managers from other sections, 
be held in the near future. 


attended 
will 


F. & D. Declares Extra Dividend 


BALTIMORE, Dec. 21.—Directors : of 
the Fidelity & Deposit have declared an 
extra dividend of 2 percent or $1 a share, 
in addition to the regular quarterly divi- 
dend of 3% percent. 


Maryland’s Extra Dividend 


BALTIMORE, Dec. 21.—An extra divi- 
dend of 2 percent, equivalent to 50 cents 
a share, was voted last week by the di- 
rectors of the Maryland Casualty. The 
extra dividend, together with the regu- 
lar 4% percent dividend or $1.12% per 
share, declared at the same time, entitles 
stockholders to payment of $1.62% per 
share for the current quarter, a total of 
20 percent, or $5 a share for the year. 

The directors elected two new mem- 
bers of the board, John K. Shaw and 
Austin McLanahan. 


not contents, and upon buildings and 
contents of sprinklered risks. 

In districts Band C: Ordinary, 10 per- 
cent; intermediate, 15 percent; preferred, 
20 percent. 

Class 4 


This class includes all brokers engaged 
in the insurance business, together with 
real estate, having an office in district A, 
and also includes all brokers engaged 
in the business of insurance and bank- 
ing (may also include real estate), hav- 
ing an office in districts A or B. Down- 
town rea] estate insurance brokers may 
have an office in district B, but having 
an office also in district A are eligible 
only for Class 4. 

Members of business 


Class 


4 upon 


| placed with members may be paid brok- 


| ture only, 


erage thereon not exceeding the follow- 
ing: Buildings, leaseholds, rents, furni- 
ture and fixtures, and household furni- 
in district A, 10 percent, ex- 
cept that 15 percent may be allowed on 
fireproof apartment, office and mercantile 
buildings but not contents, and 15 per- 


|} cent upon sprinklered buildings and fur- 


niture and fixtures and household furni- 
ture in sprinklered risks. 

In districts Band C: Ordinary, 10 per- 
cent; intermediate, 15 percent; preferred, 


| 20 percent. 


Class 5—(Nonresident Brokers and 
Agents.) 


Members of Class 5 on business placed 
with members may be paid brokerage 
thereon not exceeding the following: 
Upon all classes of business throughout 
Cook county, 10 percent. 

The commission or brokerage on 
sprinkler leakage insurance shall be 15 
percent upon all classes of property in 
all territories and to all members. 

The commission or brokerage upon 
consequential damage insurance shall be 
the same as that applying to direct prop- 
erty damage insurance according to the 
character of coverage, i. e., fire, tornado 


| or sprinkler leakage. 


The commission or brokerage upon 
leasehold insurance shall be the same as 


| that applying to direct property damage 


upon the building according to the char- 


acter of coverage, i. e., fire, tornado or 
sprinkler leakage. 
The commission or brokerage upon 


profits insurance shall be the same as 
that applying to direct property damage 
to merchandise according to the charac- 


ter of coverage, i. e., fire, tornado or 
sprinkler leakage. 
Blanket Forms 
The commission or brokerage upon 


blanket forms shall be the lowest rate 
| of brokerage applying to any part of the 
property, risk, or form of coverage in- 
cluded under the blanket form. 

Policies covering against liability for 











BOSTON 


Paid-im Capital, $3,000,000 


Business- Builders 
Developing 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds, Automobile, 


Elevator and General Liability, Accident, 
Health, Burglary and Plate Glass Insurance 


Appreciate the co-operation of the 


Massachusetts Bonding 
& Insurance Company 


Write for Territory 


T. J. FALVEY, President 


Surplus to Policyholders, $6,035,856.96 




















NOW IS THE TIME 


To make an agency connection with the 


INTER-§OCEAN 


CASUALTY COMPANY 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Celebrating the beginning of its Twenty-fifth Year. 
Wonderful Prize offers and Home-Coming. 


Special Commercial and Monthly Policies to mark 
; celebration year. 














GL. 


Auditorium Garage 





Immediate Service at 


HARRIS & GQUEAITY 


GENERAL ADJUSTERS 
RISK SURVEYS- AUDITS 


“Notify our Closest Branch” 


Akron Office—525 Second National Bank Building 
Youngstown Office—504 Realty Building 
Toledo Office— 628 Nicholas Building 
Columbus Office: 701 Outlook Building 





Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


Any Point in Northern Ohio 














You've heard it said 








that National Underwriter want ads 


are results-getters. THEY ARE! 
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eat 


NORTHWESTERN 


CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY 


Union Inpemnity 
Gompany 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: Union Indemnity Building, New Orleans 
EASTERN DEPARTMENT: 100 Maiden Lane, New York 














Full Coverage 
Automobile 
Insurance 

At 

Independent 


Stock Company 
UNDERWRITERS CASUALTY COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE 
PLANKINGTON BUILDING MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


Capital and Surplus 
$200,000.00 





Rates 





Agents Solicited 














Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Nebraska, lowa 


Casualty Writing Agencies 


Some Good Territory is open for Direct 
Home Office Reporting Connections 


AMERICAN CASUALTY COMPANY 


READING, PENNA. 


Incorported 1902 ASSETS $3,218,290.89 





Re-Insurance 


DEE A. STOKER 


Excess Re-Insurance RE-INSURANCE UNDERWRITER 
Catastrophe Hazard 111 W. Jackson Blvd. CHICAGO 


All Lines but Stressing Excess Fire Reinsurance General Classifications 








loss by fire, tornado or sprinkler leak- 
age shall be entitled to the rate of com- 
mission or brokerage applying to direct 
property damage as provided for fire, 
tornado or sprinkler leakage coverage 
upon such property. 

The rate of commission or brokerage 
upon storage charges shall be that ap- 
plying to direct property damage upon 


, merchandise, according to the character 


| Bngland, 





of coverage. i. e., 
kler leakage. 

Note: Rent, use and occupancy insur- 
ance and buildings in course of construc- 
tion are covered in the present rule set- 
ting forth the property classification and 
are therefore not included here. 


fire, tornado or sprin- 


Get New England General Agency 


BOSTON, Dec. 21—William A. Muller & 

of Boston, recently appointed Boston 
representatives of the newly organized 
Glens Falls Indemnity, will also have the 
general agency of the company for New 
exclusive of Connecticut. 

Leslie M. French, formerly manager of 
the New England service branch of the 
Commercial Casualty, has been appointed 
manager of the casualty department of 
William A. Muller & Co. Mr. French is 
a native of Manchester, N. H., and has 
had considerable experience in the past 
dozen years with the Hartford Accident, 
London Guarantee & Accident and Com- 
mercial Casualty. 


Co 


Field Changes by U. S. F. & G. 


BALTIMORE, Dec. 21.—The following 
changes in the field forces of the United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty have been 
announced by President R. Howard 
Bland: William Wyatt Nolting, formerly 
connected with the Philadelphia branch 
office, has been appointed field assistant 
in the agency and developing depart- 
ment. W. Carville Gardner, formerly 
special agent in Chicago, has been trans- 
ferred to Syracuse as special agent. M. 





AMERICAN 
SURETY 
ComMPANY 
NEW YORK 


100 Broadway 


FIDELITY AND SURETY BONDS 
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THIS IS THE TIME OF YEAR 


When BOILER INSPECTIONS can and should be made 





ORDER YOUR BOILER INSPECTION NOW 
for YOUR Fall and Winter BOILER BUSINESS 





PRIVATE DWELLING BOILERS (Round cast iron) 
$25.00 FOR THREE YEARS 
Ask For Folder 
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F. Harris, formerly accident and health 
specialist connected with the Syracuse 
branch office, has been transferred to the 
Toronto branch office in charge of acgj. 
dent and health development. Wik 
Quigley and L. T. Rogers have been ap- 
pointed special agents at the Los Angeleg 
branch office. Robert G. McComas, who 
has been in charge of credit insurance 
in the Pittsburgh branch office, has been 
called to the home office for specia) 
training in surety underwriting with a 
view to taking up that line of work {tp 
one of the branch offices later. 


U. S. F. & G. Managers’ Meeting 


The second of four meetings of home 
office superintendents and branch office 
managers of the United States Fidelity 
& Guaranty will be held the home 
office the week of Jan. 23. The meetings 
are being held for the purpose of dis- 
cussing problems of mutual interest, as 
well as planning for 1928 business, 
Managers from Milwaukee, Dallas, Chi- 
cago, New Orleans, Toledo, Charleston, 
Buffalo, Newark, Toronto and Montreal 
will be requested to attend. 

The third meeting will probably be 
held the wek of Feb. 13, attended by 
managers from Des Moines, St. Louis, 
Detroit, Indianapolis, Cleveland, Phila- 
delphia. New York City, Syracuse, Bos- 
ton and Washington, D. C. 

The fourth meeting will probably be 
held the week of March 5 for managers 
from Minneapolis, Kansas City, Memphis, 
Louisville, Cincinnati, Atlanta, Rich- 
mond, Pittsburgh and Harrisburg. 
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Liability of the Insurer 


Held that the right of a judgment 
holder, in an action for damages for per- 
sonal injuries sustained as a _  conse- 
quence of the negligence of the insured, 
to sue the insurance carrier is a contract 
right which does not abate upon the 
death of the judgment holder, but passes 
to his personal representative like any 
other property. Pigg vs. International 
Indemnity, Dist. Ct. of Appeals, Calif. 
1st Dist., Div. 2. 


Nebraska Ruling on Negligence 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 1.—While no in- 
surance question was. directly in- 
volved in the action of the Supreme 
Court in overturning the conviction 
of Thomas Salisbury in Pierce county 
on a manslaughter charge, caused 
by his killing a foot passenger on 
a highway with his automobile, sev- 
eral of the principles laid down have a 
direct application. The court said that 
negligence is not evidenced by the fact 
that when suddenly faced with the neces- 
sity of making a choice, an automobile 
driver does not do what he should have 
done to avoid accident. Salisbury’s ac- 
celerator stuck as he was approaching 
a bridge on which suddenly appeared a 
man leading four horses, and he could 
not stop it. The court says that under 
such circumstances the same rule of 
reason applies courts have long ap- 
plied where damages by uncontrollable 
teams were asked. 
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The Bellinger-Bruckman Agency has 
been appointed uptown borough agent in 
New York City for the Great American 
Indemnity, in all of its lines. 


| OPPORTUNITIES 

















WANTED 


Experienced Casualty man to take complete 
charge of Casualty Department of a Cin- 
cinnati General Agency. Must have a thor- 
ough knowledge of all lines of Casualty in- 
surance. Address C-99, care the National 
Underwriter. 








SURETY MAN 

Thoroughly experienced Fidelity and Surety Under- 
writer desires connection after first of year. Prefer 
Chicago or Midwest territory but will consider any 
other location where there is an opening for a 
first class Underwriter or Special Agent. Excel- 
lent references. Address C-98, care The National 
Underwriter. 








POSITION WANTED 


Fidelity and Surety Underwriter. Twenty 
years experience in General Agency, Branch 
Office, and Home Office Service. Address 
C-94, care The National Underwriter. 
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Writing Casualty Insurance 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds 
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FEDERAL SURETY CO. 


HOME OFFICE DAVENPORT, IOWA 














The Continental trade-mark does more than 
indentify insurance of quality—it sym- 
bolizes the ideals of the Company and 
represents its ambition to work 
with its agents to attain 
mutual growth and 
SUCCESS. 


Continental Casualty 
Company 


H. G. B. Alexander, President 
CHICAGO 


BANKERS INDEMNITY INSURANCE COMPANY | 





In 1827 heavy accident judgments were rare, | 
hence there was no demand for liability insurance. 
That was one hundred years ago. 


In 1887, about the time liability insurance was 
first sold here, policies carried limits of $5,000/10,000. 
That was forty years ago. 


In 1927, now, we are confronted with the record 
of verdicts greatly exceeding the limits of forty years 
ago, while the dictionary description of insurance, 
“making oneself safe against something” stands as an 
accusation against those by whom insurance is pro- 


vided. 


The minimum or basic limits sold by this Com- 
pany are $7,500/15,000 for personal injuries and 
$1,508 for property damage. 


Be a 1927 agent. Sell “Bankers Indemnity” poli- 
cies and increase your clientele. 


Operating in the following States: 








Connecticut District of Michigan 
Rhode Island Columbia Illinois 
New Jersey Maryland Indiana 
Pennsylvania Delaware Minnesota 
Ohio Wisconsin 


LIABILITY — COMPENSATION — BURGLARY — 
PLATE GLASS—ACCIDENT & HEALTH 





Address Agency Department for particulars 


BANKERS INDEMNITY INS. CO. 
Capital, $500,000 
Surplus to Policyholders Over $1,200,000 





BRANCH 
Head Office OFFICES 
24-30 Philadelphia 
Commerce St. Chicago 
NEWARK Pittsburgh 
N. J. Columbus 
Hartford 


FREDERICK E. WILKENS, Vice-Pres. and Gen. Manager 
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Get out of the “DANGER ZONE"—into the “SAFETY ZONE" 
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Doctor, 
Lawyer, 
Banker... 
Insurance Man? 








In THE course of the average 
man’s business life he very nat- 
urally calls upon his doétor, law- 
yer, and ddr for professional 
and business advice. He learns oe 
from experience that these men, , 

through their training and he Banker Insurance 
cialized knowledge, are qualified 

to counsel him along those lines 4 “Man 
which are outside the immediate tf — 

realm of his particular business. . 
Probably, because Insurance has t 

not always occupied the impor- 
tant place in business that it now 
does, the average business man 
does not turn to his insurance 
man in quite the same way that he 
does to his doétor and lawyer. 
But there is every reason why he 
should. The counsel of his insur- 
ance man in regard to his insur- 
ance needs is as important as his 
doétor’s medical assistance or his 
lawyer’s legal advice. 

The Employers’ Group Representa- 
tive carefully studies your insurance 
needs in relation to your particular 
business and suggests adequate pro- 


tection. He explains the important fea- 
tures of the recommended policies 


and, as he is willing to assume the re- EMPLOYERS’ 


sponsibility for the “insurance-side” LIABILITY ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 
of your business, he relieves your atta 
mind of unnecessary detail and worry THE 


by performing a “service that satisfies.” EMPLOYERS’ 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 











TBere’s an Employers’ 
Group Representative AMERICAN 
in Your Neighborhood EMPLOYERS’ 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


{ Our booklet, “The Pioneer's : 
Primer,” will suggest to you 
your insurable interests. Your 
request for it incurs no obli- 
gation, nor will our repre } = 119 MILK STREET, BOSTON, MASS 
sentative call upon you | ; 7 a 
\ as a result. | “The Home of the Service that Satisfies” 


‘Practically every kind of Insurance 
except Life Insurance 
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@5HE above advertisement is a facsimile of that appearing in current issues of the Atlantic 


Monthly, Harper's, Review of Reviews, Scribner's, World’s Work, and the Golden Book—yes, 
THe EmpLoyers’ Group believes in the American Agency system. We believe that such 
advertising will benefit the insurance business. We believe that it will benefit particularly the 
representatives of THE Emptoyers’ Group. 

We are proud of the growth of our agency force. We are proud of the large number of loyal agents 
who have been associated with us for many, many years. At the same time we are glad to say 
that some agency connections are still available for the competent insurance man. 











